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nOMBARDMENT, SURRENDER, AND OCCU- 
CUPATION OF VERA CRUZ AND THE CAS. 
TLE OF SAN JUAN D°ULLOA. 


After our paper was made up and preparing for press 
the gratifying intelligence arrived of another signal tri- 
umph of American arms. | We hasten to relieve many 
an anxivus heart by spreading the tidings far and wide. | 
In order toembrace the first mail. the account has to be | 
brief—sufficient however, it is full ofall that has been 


hoped for. 
To the Baltimore Sun we are 


ence: : 

The Pensacola Gazette of the 3d inst. announces the 
arrival there that morning of the U. S. Steamer Prince- | 
ton, bearing the broad pendant of Commodore Conner. 
She left Vera Cruz on the 29th ult., where the flag of the 
United States was triumphan'ly waiving over the city of 
Vera Cruz and the castle of San Juan D?Ulloa. 

An officer of the Princeton furnishes the Gazette the 
following summary: 

March 9th.—Disembarkation of troops commen- 


indebted for the intel- 


d. 

14th—Investment of the city complete. 

18i:h— Trenches opened at night. 

22nd—City summoned to surrender—on refusal, seven 
mortars opened a fire of bombs. 

%th—Navy battery, three jong 30 pounders and three 
63 pounders—-Paixhan guns—»pened a fire in the morn- 
ing, distance 70 yards. 

2%ih— Another battery of four 24-pounders and 3 mor- 
tasopened. ‘This day the navy battery opened on a 
breach in the wall of the city—the fire was very destruc- 
tive to the town. 

26ih—Early in the morning the enemy proposed fur a 
asurrender. Commissioners on the American side— 
Generals Worth and Pillow and Col. Totten. 


From Ireland, accounts are truly heart rending. Mr. 
Labouchere announced in parliament the astounding 
fact, that, by official returns to the 20th February, it ap- 
peared that no less than 668,000 persons had to be em- 
ployed upon the public works in Ireland, to save them 
from starving. Since that date it appears that the num- 
ber has swelled to 708,228, representing districts contain- 
ing a population of about three millions of inhabitants, 
with nothing but state bounty standing between them and 
starvation! 

O’Connell, in a state of great debility, had reached 
Hastings, accompanied by his son. 


Tue Markets had fluctuated, flour and bread stuff ; 
onthe 7th, had declined below the quotations by the 
Cambria. The Liberty brought intelligence of prices re- 
viving again. The Wyoming depressed them again, 
and the Southern left them still declining; 40 a 42s. for | 
American flour, the latter figure was the utmost price for 
best chop brands. 

= at the last dates 70 shillings for yellow, 68s. for 
white. 

American Provisions, were in demand, and bringing 
fair prices. 

Tue Corron Marker was quite dull, and a reduction 
of #4. had to be submutied to. Sales of the week ending 
the 12th, 18,100 bales, 9000 of which was for export, 2000 | 
on speculation 
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odds, they were not attacked. ‘Tolbot drew his men off 
to the hills just back of the mission, followed all the way 
by the cowardly miscreants, who were threatening to 
devour him if he did not lay down his arma, but none of 
them were willing to take the first taste. Halting on a 
hill, where the Americans had rather the advantage, the 
brave barbarians set fire to the grass in a circle round 
the litle party, perhaps preferring to devour them after 
being cooked, but they would not stay to be cooked, 
and the brave little Talbot marched his men through the 
fire, and, crossing the mountains into the Tulares, led 
them safely to Monterey on foot, where, Mr. Larkin 
writes, they arrived safe a few days since.” 





eas 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. | 





INDIAN JOURNAL. 

THe War acainst THE Indians In Gentry Coun- 
ty.—At the time Gen. Ward issued his proclamation 
ordering out certain militia, to drive out of the state 
a few Indians, we noticed the circumstances, thinking 
it more likely to turn out to the discredit of the state 
than to the benefit of the people of Gentry couuty.— 
We were not mistaken. The St. Joseph Gazette 
speaks of the whole proceeding as uncalled for, and 





THE NORTH.” 


“SaARMY OF 


dence (Mo.) Expositor, of the 25: March says— 
“Thos. Caldwell, esq, has just got in from the plains, 
and confirms the sad intelligence of the massacre at ‘l'a- | 
os. Gov. Charles Bent and twenty five Americans are 
the victims of a cold~blooded assassination. Among 
tne dead is L L. Wuldo, a citizen of our county, and 





299th—Negotia‘ions completed—city and castle sur- 
rendered— Mexican troops marched wut and laid down | 
their arms. The American troops occ :pied the city and | 
batieries uf the town and castle—at noon of that day | 
the Ain erican snsign was hoisted over buth, and saluied | 
by our vessels. 

The garrison of about 4,000 men, laving down their | 
arms as prisoners of war, and being sent to their homes | 
on parule. Five Generals, 60 superior offic-rs, and 270 
company officers amongst the prisoners. 

‘The total loss of the American army, from the day 
a hat (March 9,) 1865 persons-killed and weun- 
ed. 
Oficors Killed—John R. Vinton, 2d artillery; Captain 
Alburtis, 2nd infantry; Midshipman ‘I’. B. Shubrick, 
navy. 

Oficers wounded—Lieut. Colone! Dickenson, South 

Carvlina volunteers, severely; Lieut. A. S. Baldwin, na 
vy, slightly; Lieut. Delozier Davidson. 2d infantry, ve- | 
ry slightly; Lieut. Lewis Neill, 2d dragoons, severely.— 
All the wounded are doing well. 
_ Of the Mexicans, the slaughter is said to have been 
mmense. ‘The commanding general was stationed in 
the ci'y, while his second in command held ihe castle. 
[heir regular force was 3,000, and they had about the 
same number of irregulars. Outside the city was Gen 
La Veja'with a force of from 6,000 to 10,000 cavalry. Col. 
Harney, with between 2 and 300 U. S. dragoons charg 
edon and repulsed this immense furce with terrible 
Carnage, scattering themin all directions. ‘They had 
barricaded a bridge to protect themselves, and our artt!- 
lery svon knocked away this obstacle and gave Harney’s 
command a chance at them. 

In the attack on the town and castle only our smaller 
vessels, drawing not over nine feet were available.— 
But few shots and shells were thrown upon the castle— 
the attack being mainly upon the town. None of the 
enemys miis-iles struck our vessel-; and Midshipman 
Shubrick, who was kiled, was serving a battery on 
thore. With the city the hopes of the enemy fell, as 
they had not provisious in the castle to sustain a protrac 
ted Siege. 
wiled engeton is commanded by Capt. Engle; as she 
= ne era Cruz, Com. Conner s flaz was saluted 
pyle ¢ Casile of San Juan de Uiloa. ‘The Comm»dore | 
Per passenger on board, having been relieved by Com. 

ty before the commencement of these operations. 








The | FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
ithe Pr steamer Cambria, brought Liverpool! dates 
thine a March. A number of packet ships have 
fived sie week with later dates. The Rochester, ar- 
ae. New York, with dates to the 6th ult: the Lib- 
ved Porat» dates tu the 8th ult. The Wyoming arri- 
= mp Piiladelphia, with dates to the 13th—and 
nated lave Liverpool dates to the Lith by the South- 
i arrived at New York. 
ten arrivals furnish scarce any political news.— 
mene between the young queen of Spain, and 
r pare disturbs the honey moon, and a petition to 
nate or a divorce is spoken of. Simultaneous Car- 
he Bagge u's are said to have been made in Catalonia, 
vue Provinces and iu several other directions. 


ol. XXII. Sic. 6. 





brother to Captain David Waldo, of Colunel Doniphan’s 
regiment. 

Mr. Caldwell left El Passo on the 12th of Jannary— 
and Santa Fe on the 3d of February. He left Colone] 
Doniphan in possession of E] Passo, waiting for the ar- 
tillery to arrive, when he intended to move for Chihua- 
hua. Nothing was known in New Mexico of the change | 
in Gen. Wool’s position. 

The insurrectionists consisted of about 2,000 men, 
and started for Santa Fe. Col. Price sent out abunt 300 
men to quell them; they met about twenty five miles | 
trom Santa Fe, when an engagement took place. ‘I'he 
Mexicans drew up 2,000 strong, but at the first fire from 
the Missouri boys thirty six of them fell dead, and the 
balance fled. Capt. Morin, of Platte, who was in com- 
mand, pursued them through the Moro valley, and 
burnt to ashes every house, town, and rancho in his 
path. The inhabitants fled to the mountains, where 
they are bound to starve, as Morin leaves them nothing 
whatever to subsist on—a just retribution for their as- 
sassination of innocent people. 

As Mr. Caldwell was passing out he heard at a dis- 
tance the sound of artillery, and learned from rumor in 
the edge of the sevwlements that the American army had 
“whipped them worse than ever. Captain Hendley, of 

ay county volunteers, was the only one killed on our 
side, and some seven slightly wounded.” 

A letter from Independence dated March 24, says: 
“No duubt the city of Taos is now in ashes, as our Mis- 
souri boys had caused the smoke from their burning 
houses to ascend from a thousand hills; the inhabitants 
in the Moro valley, men, women, and children, had fled 
to the mountains. Mr. Caldweil left Col. Doniphan at 
El Passo on the 12th of January waiting for the artillery 
companies to arrive, when he intended to march fur 
Chibu:hua. He thinks that Doniphan, ere this, has ta- 
ken Chihuahua or has been taken himself. We may 
await with trembling anxiety a long time, I fear, for the 
result of this hazardous expedition. Capt. Sublette had 


Santa Fe—Ex Passo.—An ex'ra of the Indepen- ! 





not arrived at Santa Fe, when Mr. Caldwell lefti—Feb- 
ruary 3d; fears are entertained that he may have fallen 
into the hands of the Mexicans on his entering Taos | 
valley. 

Me. Caldwell learned from a reliable source, that Me- 
Goffin, Connelly, and other prisoners were at large in 
the streets of Chihuahua, but not allowed to leave the 
city.” 





Catirornia-—-LievT. TaLsot.—A letter published in 
the Boston Traveller, dated at San Francisco on the 1ldth 
of November, relates the following daring feat of one of 
our young officers who is serving in that distant coun- 
try: 

at Santa Barbara, one hundred and fifty mounted 
and well armed Californians attacked Lieut. Talbot, one 
of Fremont’s young officers, who was left in charge 
there with ten men. They were quariered in Robbins’ 
house; the house was surrounded, and they ordered to 
surrender unconditionally; Talbot refused to surrender 
on any conditions. Coolly packing up their provisions, 
&c,, they marched out of the house tu sell their lives at 
a dear rate; but, though surrounded by this immense 





intended to make a “few big officers” in Gentry coun- 
ty out of a very small affair. It speaks of the Indians 
as “‘the Musquakies,”’ and says: 

Capt. Moses H. Simonds, with his company of 
mounted militia from Gentry county, with the 400 
Indians, arrived in our town on Tuesday morning 
last. We learn that before starting from Camp Sim- 
onds, a difficulty was likely toensue between the 
militia and the Indians, and that Simonds had his 
men drawn up in line ready for battle, but that the 
Indians had all taken shelter behind the trees, and 
were in a fine position tocut his men to pieces. A 
compromise of some kind was made, and every thing 
passed off peaceably. We have been informed by an 
intelligent gentleman, that the Indians, with the excep- 
tion of four lodges, were encamped on the land belong- 
ing to the Potawattamie Indians—that they weve per- 
fectly peaceable—had “frightened no women and chil- 
dren”—had committed no depredations— but were 
quietly hunting, and passing off the winter where game 
was plenty, and that it was their intention to leave in 
a few weeks, and so assured Captain Simonds. We 
are of opinion that the whole proceedings were un- 


called for and were only intended to make a few “big 


officers in Gentry county, out of a very small affair.” 
Every thing connected withthe expedition was con- 
ducted in true militia style—sentinels placed on the 
banks of the Missouri while the Indians were crossing 
to keep down an insurrection, and guard the citizens 
of the town from any violence that might be commit- 
ted by the humble Indians. The whole affair was a 
humbug from the beginning, and from the winding up 
that was made in St. Joseph, we are well assured that 
the militia satisfied every man, woman, and child here, 
that it ended a complete humbug. Thus ends the 
“ereat northern war’ on the natives. The Indians 
have made an encampment on the opposite side of 
the river, and, we learn, will remain there several 
weeks. Why did not the Grand river militia remove 
them to their homes on the Kansas river? If the Mus- 
quakies are such a desperate tribe, why leave them 
in our midst? Perhaps the women and children in 


this partof the state are not so nervous as they are on 


Grand river. 

A writer inthe same paper, who signs himself 
Jesse Macon, in aletter from Camp Simonds, ridi- 
culesthe whole proceedings. ‘The principal officers 
are Gen. Simonds; quartermaster general, James C. 
Patton; adjutant General, Martin Long; inspector 
general, Redman Whitten, with their attaches, and 
some fifty or sixty privates. In regard to the expen- 
ses, he says that ‘Gen. Simonds will charge for him- 
self and suite $175 per month, Gen. James C. Patton 
has the appointment of quartermaster, wagonmas- 
ter and commissary, his expenses per month $200, 
and other officers in proportion. The privates are to 
get $2250 per month. They are promising to the 
farmers $2 per barrel for corn, $6 50 to $7 per hun- 
dred for pork, $5 per day for wagon and two-horse 
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teams, or two yoke of cattle, and Mr. Simonds is 
pledging the state for these prices, when corn is worth 
75-cents per barrel, and $1 75. is the best price pork 
has been brought here this season, and all to remove 
the poor Indians, whoare doing no harm. If our 
state is thus to be imposed on by Simonds, Cameron 
and Patton, our taxes must be trebled to meet the ex- 
penses of a dastardly got up expedition to gratify Mo- 
ses H. Simonds, and perhaps involve the whole fron- 
tier in war with the savages. There was no call for 
any such movement. Simonds rode several days to 
get men to sign certificates to get up the expedition. 
The Indians have stolen nothing, hurt no body, done no 
harm, they camped on the same ground the past win- 
ter,-and left in the spring, and intended doing the same 
n, no person was hurt, but Moses H. Simonds, 

and for his foolishness our state is to be involved some 
ten or twenty thousand dollars. Why did not Sim- 
onds apply to Col. Cranor, who had as much right to 
order out troops as Gen. Ward? But Col. Cranor 
lived here, and Simonds could not impose on the pub- 
lic through him, but must go to Gen. Ward with his 
grievances, and Ward being ignorant of the affair, im- 
properly issued an order to Simonds. Why was not 
the orderissued to Cranor? Simonds had no compa- 
ny—he attempted to raise one last fall, and succeeded 
in getting some thirty or forty toenrol! themselves, 
but the majority of them are now in Santa Fe, and 
when he received Gen. Ward’s order he then had to 
raise the company, and when he left Athens he only 
had thirty men in ranks, and they of all ages and al- 

most all colors.”—The Missouri Republican. 





ARMY JOURNAL. 


Mitirary Movements.—Our city is again becom- 
ing quite lively with soldiers belonging to the army 
arriving here for transportation to New Orleans en 
route to Mexico. The government having found this 
to be the best point in the Union to concentrate the 
new companies, and for furnishing the best facilities 
for accelerating their progress to the seat of war, has 
ordered a number of them (how many is not yet 
known,) to rendezvous here. 

Major Dusenserry, one of the quartermasters in 
the regular army, has been ordered here from Balti- 
more to superintend operations. Major D. has had 
large experience in the transportation of troops by 
water, and will provide for their wants with the fore- 
sight derived from a knowledge of their necessities, 
and a proper regard for their comfort. He is indefa- 
tigable in expediting the movements of those under his 
direction. 

The Mounratneer has been taken up on a charter 
to convey two companies yet to arrive, to New Or- 
leans. The boats contracting are privileged to load 
with freight for New Orleans, but are not allowed to 
take any way freight, the design being to place the 
troops in that city as speedily as possible. Our steam- 
ers cannot well carry troops unless ballasted to some 
extent with freight. 

The whole number of troops expected to rendez- 
vous here will be from 1200 to 2000. The recruit- 
ing officers have orders as soon as they get 50 men to 
send them on. 

The $100 of government stock, or 160 acres of 
land bounty, is a strong inducement to young men in 
the country to enlist. They are working for $10 or 
$15 per month, and thinking that the war may not 
Jast long, it is regarded as an easy way to earna 
farm. : 

It is worthy of remark, that now as formerly Penn- 
sylvania is first in the field. Nine out of the ten 
eompanies composing the regiment now arriving are 
from this state, and one other from Maryland. A 
volunteer company from Virginia has enlisted, and 
been ordered here.—Pittsburg Gazette 





Sickness N THE ARMY. Col. Roberts of Va., writ- 
ing from Lobos, says:—‘‘Our men are, nearly all, in 
fine health and spirits, and we have lost but 3 men 
since we left home—2 from mania-potu, and one by 
an injury from a fall into the hold of a ship. But 
seven are on the sick list at present, and none of them 
dangerous, which is not many out of 840 men. There 
was a Mississippi regiment came to New Orleans at 
the same time we arrived there, which has lost 1&0 
men and left 100 sick, they buried from 6 to 12 per 
day while we lay there, and six out of each of the two 
ships which have arrived, and four since arriving here 
which is something very strange, as it is their own 
climate—while the two regiments from Pennsylvania 


great cause—they dissipated more than our men, and 
were not so well clad, our menall wearing flannel, 
while they mostly wore light cotton clothing. 


s 





DESCRIPTION OF SAN JUAN D’ULLOA. 

The castle of San Juan d’Ulloa is unquestionably 
the most celebrated of all American fortresses. Its 
construction was commenced in the year 1582, upon 
a bar or bank in front of the town of Vera Cruz, at 
the distance of 1,062 Castillian varas, or yards, and 
it is entirely surrounded by water. The centre of 
the area occupied by this fortress is a small island, 
upon which Juan de Grijalva landed a year previous 
to the arrival of Cortez upon our continent, and at 
that period it accidentally received the name which 
it retains to this present day. It seems that there 
was a shrine or temple erected upon it, in which hu- 
man victims were sacrificed to the Indian gods; and 
as the Spaniards were informed, these offerings were 
made in accordance with the commands of the kings 
of Acolhua, (one of the provinces of the empire) they 
confounded or abbreviated this name into the word 
Ulloa, which they affixed to that island. 

Sixty-one years after the conquest the work was 
undertaken, and although it seems to have been de- 
signed not only to defend Vera Cruz, but to attack it 
in case of necessity, that city was, nevertheless, sack- 
ed by the pirates under the renowned freebooter, Lo- 
rencillo, inthe year 1683. 

The cost of the castle has been estimated by various 
writers to have amounted to the sum of forty millions 
of dollars, and it may not be regarded as an exagge- 
ration, if we consider the difficulty of obtaining some 
of the materials of which it is composed, and the fact 
that a large portion of it is built on foundations laid 
in the sea, whose waves it has resisted for more than 
two centuries. 

According to a report made on the 17th of Janua- 
ry, 1775, it was the opinion of a council of war, com- 
posed of distinguished officers, that this fortress, after 
all its defences were completed, would require a gar- 
rison, for effective service, composed of 1700 infan- 
try soldiers, 300 artillery do., 228 sailors, and 100 
supernumeraries. 

The exterior polygon, which faces Vera Cruz, ex- 
tends 300 yards in length, while that which defends 
the north channel is at least 200 yards long, Besides 
this there is a low battery, situated in the bastion of 
Santiago, which doubles the fire on that channel.— 
The southern channel is commanded, also, by the bat- 
tery of San Miguel. 

The whole fort is constructed of Madrepora astrea, 
a species of soft coral which abounds in the neighbor- 
ing islands; and its walls are from four to five yards in 
thickness, their exterior being faced with a harder 
stone. It is well supplied with water, having seven 
cisterns within the castle, viz: one containing 24,948 
cubic feet of water; one containing 17,884; one con- 
taining 19,000; one containing 6,000; one containing 
16,685; one containing 4,500; and one containing 4,- 
752. ‘Total, 93,767. 

Before the castle was attacked by the French, in 
1538, it was defended by 177 pieces, of various cali- 
bres—instead of 370, which would form its full equip- 
ment. 

In the year ]844, there were in the castle of San 
Juan, and in the city of Vera Cruz, the following mu- 
nitions, belonging to the artillery service: 

In San Juan @ Ulloa In Vera Cruz. 


Paixhan guns, iron 2 10 84 pr 24 poundrs, 1 iron 

1064prl6 * 1 brass 

Twenty four poun’rs, 37 brass 12“ 14 brass 

29 iron |]2 8 iron 

Eighteen pounders, 2 iron 8 “* 18 brass 

Sixteen * Sbrass 8 * 7 iron 

¥. " 6 iron 6 * 10. brass 

— Go. 6 iron 

Cannon 95 . * 15 brass 

14 inch mortars 5S brass 3 * 6 brass 

-_. - 3 iron of 15 ___siron 
ray “ 1 brass — 
io. + 5 iron Cannon, 99 
ilies l brass Mortars, 7 

oun ts 6 brass 99 cannon, 7 mortars. 

Mortars, 21 


95 cannon—2I1 mortars. 


In both places many of the above pieces were not 
mounted at the period indicated. 





have lost but 6 men out of 1700; but there was one; government with the following materials of war.— 


There was a contract with Senor Escandor, at that 
time, by which he was bound to furnish the Mexican 


TE 
At Vera Cruz, or at San Juan de Ulloa, viz:__53 349 
hollow balls, 35,136 solid do., 5,000 English musket; 
3,000 tercerolas, 3,000 cavalry swords, 5,800 infan. 
try do., 2,000 musicians do., 10 Paixhan guns, | 5 eight 
and twelve pounders, 8 obuses. 
Of these, all had been delivered, except 48,000 ho. 
low projectiles, and 13,550 solid. ; 
According to this account, which first appeared in 
a Baltimore paper, it is doubted very much if the mu- 
nitions of war have been much increased since tha 
period, as the republic has been in continual reyoly. 
tion, and embarrassad means. Itis more likely that 
some of the material has been transferred to the inte. 
rior, as recent travellers have met trains of fifty ang 
sixty mules, dragging heavy cannon along the Ver, 
Cruz road, in the direction of the capital. Since our 
blockade, the castle and town have, of course, not 
been reinforced. 





“Fixinc THE Responsiputity.” Under this caption 
the Richmond Enquirer of the 30th of March, adduces 
the statement from the ‘Union,’ of the forces under 
Gen. Taylor’s command, [see p. 90] as corroborating 
what had previously been asserted in the Enquirer, — 
that if Gen. Taylor had been overwhelmed by the 
Mexican army under Santa Anna, the responsibility 
for the disaster was all hisown. The Enquirer jn 
the same article adduces as further proof on this point 
the following remarks of the Washington correspon- 
dent of the Baltimore Stun. 

“You will perceive from the last official despateh- 
es forwarded by Gen. Taylor to the Adjutant Gene. 
ral here in Washington, that the position he assumed 
at Agua Nueva was eutirely on his own responsibility 
and that Gen. Scott had advised him to fall back on 
Monterey, and act, for a while, on the defensive.— 
And it will also be seen, from the correspondence 
between the war department and Gen. Taylor, that 
the former, so far from pressing him forward, rather 
expressed a wish that he might confine himself io Mon- 
terey, and there await theenemy. If Gen. Taylor 
has acted against the advice given him from these 
quarters, he must have had good reason to do so, and 
I, therefore, trust that he will be able to give a good 
account of himself, notwithstanding the fatal rumors 
of disasters which have reached us from the Kio 
Grande. 
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GENERAL TAYLOR’S GENERAL ORDERS—AFTER THE 
BATTLE OF BUENA VISTA. 
Orders No. 2. 
Headquarters Army of Occupation, 
Buena Vista, Feb. 26, 1847. 


1. The con manding general has the grateful task 
of congratulating the troops upon the brilliant sue: 
cess which attended their arms in the copflictsef 
the 22d and 23d. Confident in the immense supe 
riority of numbers, and stimulated by the presence 
of a distinguished leader, the Mexican troops were 
yet repulsed in every effort to force our lines, 
and finally withdrew with immense loss from the 
field. 


2. The general would express his obligations (0 
the officers and men engaged for the cordial support 
which they rendered throughout the action. It will 
be his highest pride to bring to the notice of the go 
vernment the conspicuous gallantry of particulat 
cfficers and corps, whose unwavering steadiness 
more than once saved the fortunes of the day. 
He would also express his high satisfaction with the 
conduct of the small command left to hold Saltillo. 
Though net so seriously engaged as their comrades 
their services were very important and efficient! 
rendered. While bestowing this just tribute to th 
good conduct of the troops, the general deeply ™ 
grets to say that there were nota few exceptions. 
He trusts that those who fled ingloriously to Bue 
Vista, and even to Saltillo, will seek an opportu! 
to retrieve their reputation and to emulate the bf 
very of their comrades, who bore the brunt of t 
battle, and sustained against fearful odds the hove 
of the flag. 

The exultation of success is checked by the hes’ 
sacrifice of life which it has cost, embracing ™# 
officers of high rank and rare merit. While tbe s)™ 
pathies of a grateful country will be given to the’ 
reaved families and friends of those who nobly . 
their illustrious example will remain for the bene 
and admiration of the army. 

By order of Major General Taylor: 








W. W. 8S. BLISS, Ass’t Adj’t Ge? 
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— _ Oe erent 
hy The Washington ‘Union’? commenting on the 
. infer’ above general orders, says: 
intan. «i]t, is written in fine taste. It aliudes in the most 
OD eight modest terms which he could employ, to the brilliant 
victory which our troops have won over the im- 
100 ho!- mense superiority of the Mexicans, headed by their 
most distinguished military leader. It pays due 
ared in honors to the brave officers and troops who live to 
the mu- receive the gratitude of their country. It pays a 
nee that brief but affecting tribute to those gallaut spirits who 
revolu- have gloriously fallen in the battle, but whose ‘‘il- 
cely that justrious example will remain for the benefit and 
the inte. admiration of the army,” and as a monument of the 
fifty and glory of our republic in the eyes of Europes. It 
ig treats a8 delicately as possible all those inexperi- 
the Vera enced soldiers who ingloriously fled, to whom he 
sunaees administers the warning lesson of seeking to re- 
urse, not trieve their reputation by future exertions on ano- 
ther field. It is impossible to read the various de- 
scriptions of this remarkable battle, where the 
8 Caption skill of the commanding general in seizing his 
1, adduces round and manceuvring his troops vied with 
ces under the chivalry of his men, without the deepest emo- 
oborating tions.” 
iquirer,— ¥ ie 
ed by the The New Orleans Delta has the following items 
Ta derived from a gentleman who was present at the 
ponsibility a Visias 
Snquirer in battleof Buena Vista: frp iey 
his poi The coolness and bravery of the Mississippi 
| this point and Illinois volunteers were, he says, beyond all 
COrrespon- praise. . While firing in line, the front rank knelt on 
one knee, taking deliberate aim, and doing deadly 
| despateh- execution. 
tant Gene- Col. Bowles, of the 2d Indiana regiment, finding 
\e assumed that hismen faltered early in the action of the 23d, 
sponsibility withdrew from them in disgust, and taking a rifle 
all back on joined the Mississippi regiment in the thickest of the 
efensive.— fight. It is due to the Indiana regiment, however, to 
espondence say, that they subsequently rallied, appealed to as 


Taylor, that 
rard, rather 
self io Mon- 
ren. Taylor 
1 from these 
o do 80, and 
give a good 
fatal rumors 
rom the lio 


they were by Capt. Lincoln and others, and fought 
bravely. 

Col. Jefferson Davis, of Mississippi, is idolized by 
his regiment. Believing that on the 24th there would 
be a fight, and being unable to walk on account of the 
wound in his foot, he ordered that he be carried out 
to their head in a wagon. 

Col. Yeil, as we have already told our readers, was 
lanced todeath. His horse became restive, his bridle 
broke, and he earried him into the midst of the ene- 





oer creams my, Where a lance pierced him through the head. 
O Col. Hardin, before being killed, captured a flag 
; from the enemy, which, with his horse, he requested 
should be sent home as a last memento to his wife. 
-AFTER THE Among the prisoners taken were two who were de- 
serters from our own ranks. They were brought be- 
fore Gen. Taylor, who ordered the wretches to be 
drummed out beyond the lines. Such rascals, he | 
sp. gored said, might do for Santa Anna—they would not suit | 
. 26, 1847. him—and it would be wasting powder and shot to 


grateful task 
brilliant suc- 
e conflicts ¢ 
nmense supe 
the presence 
} troops were 
ce our Jines, 
loss from the 


shoot them. ‘They were therefore drummed out to 
the tune of the Rogue’s March. 


After the battle of Buena Vista was won, General | 
Vool, who was distinguished for his gallantry aad skill, 
inet General Taylor and threw his arms around his 
heck, and congraiulated him on the brilliant victory, in 
Warin terms. ‘I'he old lero replied, “*we can’t be beat- 
en General, when we all pull together.” [ne whole 
country will attest the justice uf the simple reply. 

A Washington letter published in the New York Com- 
mercial, says— 
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There is a very interesting letier in the city from Gen. 
Wool. He speaks in the most exalted terms of Geueral 
laylor’s conduet of the battle of Buena Vista. It was 
‘ritlen, too, without the knowledge that General Taylor 
‘dso lughly spoken ofhim. It is pleasing to see these 
uhcers so devoid of all jealousy toward each other. Gen. 

00] seeins 10 harbur po envy a! the fortune which has 
mg the relations of rank between him and General 

or. 
General Wool, I learn, speaks freely in this letter of 
Ne cowardice displayed by some of the Indiana and 
‘kansas troups, and gives a graphic picture of the strug- 
€and the brilliant movements that decided the victory 
M uur favor, 


| 
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Lisur.Con. May At the time Lieut. Crittenden was 
itby Gen. Taylor during the late battle with a flag tua 
“tached body of 1,000 to 1,500 Mexicans that were being 
ito pieces by our fire, Col. May was on the eve of 
ed by the hes! tee ® them with his dragoons, but as Leut. C. was 
bracing 2m lag with his white flag displayed, May rode out and 
While thes) Ney his path to inquire the object of his mission.— 


Suing to tell thuse fellows to surrender, j d 
x agacky fell) ° ‘heir lives”? ** Wai: till I have charged them.”— 
Ww 


pbossibles the old man has sent me and I must go on.” 
» Ni 
’ 


for the bene y good fellow,” said May, entreatingly, “for 


he Sake just reiu up for five minutes, and give us ‘a 
ice at them.” ‘Would do any thing to oblige you, 


or: 
st Adj't Get: BP “nel, but I have the old mau’s orders, and there is no 


Colonel returned to the head of his squadron, in the 

worst of al! possible humors against those things called 

flags of truce. The dragoons, we understand, made 

several splendid charges during the action, thongh the 

— number present was only four troops.—NV. O. Bul- 
in. 





San Juan D’ura..—Extratt of a letter from an 
officer on board the United States ship Albany: 

‘‘As from the deck, with my glass, I swept over 
the city of Vera Cruz, its environs, and the strong- 
hold which covers it, said to be impregnable to the 
combined fleets of the earth, it was with rather a 
serious feeling that my eyes rested upon this grim, 
grizly pile, barbed and bristling with its hundreds of 
cannon. The question at once arises, can it be taken? 
Shall we ever see our fleet moving up over the ex- 
panse before me to attack it? | doubt it rery much 
Certainly not with any force we have or have had 
here. Let the people prate as much at home as they 
please about it. If itever is done it will be by a tre- 
mendous array of cannon and a most awful loss of 
life. The castle of Vera Cruz is no more what it 
was when France carried it thun you are now to 
what you were whena nursling in your mother’s 
arm. Then there were no guns above the caliber of 
24 pounds, and buta few of them, most miserably 
served. The magazines, unarched, were not bomb- 
proof. The powder wasof such an inferior charac- 
ter that not a shot penetrated the side of a French 
ship, but at the cluse of the engagement were stuck 
about the sides of the shipping like so many balls of 
mud; and in addition to all this, the aommanding 
officer having been instructed not to fire the first 
gun, permitted the French squadron to come up and 
take its position as quietly as though mooring to pass 
the winter season. 

‘‘Now let us see what a change time and a severe 
lesson have effected in this same castle. There are 
at present mounted within its periphery nearly 300 
cannon, and these all 32’s, 42’s, & 8 and 10 inch Paix- 
han, there being a very large number of the latter; 
and wherever it has been possible to train a gun 
upon the channel of approach, they are planted ‘ten 
barbette,” so that a fleet moving upto the attack 
must be exposed to the concentrated fire of seventy 
cannon over a distance of two miles before it can 
get into position to return a single shot. The castle 
of San Juan is from the city at a distance of about 
three-eighths of a mile, and is supported by a water- 
battery at the northwest angle of the town of fifty 
32 and 42-pound guns, all of which would bear upon 
a squadron passing up, bows on, from the momeut it 
arrived within the range of the shot until its anchors 
were down, with springs upon the cables, within the 
reach of musket shot. Judge, then, whata force 
would be required for any promise of success, and 
at whatan immense saerifice it would be accom- 
plished, if at all. The garrison at this time is com- 
posed of 2,000 men. In the event of an attack they 
would, with the most perfect safety, retire within 
the casemates (which are a8 impervious fo shot as 
the sides of Mount Orizaba) until the ammunition of 
the assailing force was expended, when they would 
return to their guns and sweep the waters before 
them with the most terrific, destructive effect. The 
officer commanding the castle lately sent official 
word “that if the commodore would bring his fleet 
up, he might fire until there was neta shot left in 
the locker, and he would promise him not to return 
a gui until he was done. [V. ¥. Tribune. 
MEXICAN ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE OF Buena Vis- 
ra.—A number of letters and documents were writ- 
ten by the Mexicans during, and immediately after 
the battle, and deapatchee to the interior and there 
published with flourish of trumpets as fora great 
victory. We subjoin in addition to what wags in- 
serted in our last, the following: 

The Enemy's Camp, 
February 23, 1847. 

Dear Frienp: The general-in-chief is upon the 
point of despatch ing a courier—now 50 ’olcck, P.M 
Wc have taken the fortifications of ihe enemy, and 
four of his positions, which he defended with o bsti- 
nacy, and every height and every ravive of which 
they furiously disputed. We have lost many field 
and other othcers, out of proportion to the number 
of soldiers, and we have taken from the enemy two 
flags and three pieces of artillery. There are very 
few prisoners—tfour, I believe the rest are cead. 
Our troops are perishing from hunger and thirst.— 
They have not drank water in two days, and have 
eaten nothing since the day they were at Incarnation 
and a slice of roasted meat at La Vaca. 

J am much afraid Jeast this cause should disperse 
us to-night, since the soldiers are already scattering, 
and we have seen bodies of them fighting and charg- 
ing upon the enemy whereever they thought there 
was water, caring for nothing; and we have seen 


ferent to the fire of the enemy, for a piece of ham 
found upon the dead Yankees. This night is a fear— 
ful one for the republic, sinee I dread lest we should 
become disbanded. In conclusion, dear friend, there 
now remains but little to be done, because we have 
been pursuing the enemy all day long with the bay- 
onet, and to morrow they will be finished, They 
killed the horse of the general-in-chicf with a grape 
shot. : 

Addition, or Postscript, 24th—Since closing my letter, 
the general-in-chief, convinced without doubt, 
that the army, will disband unless it can obtain food, 
and procure water, has ordered its march to Agua 
Nueva where there are some cattle and water—wa- 
ter, which is before every thing else. 

It is very cruel, dear L., that which we have suf- 
fered. We have lost abouta thousand men and many 
officers killed and wounded, and our Lombardini 
among the rest. ) 

It is the first action which the republic has fought 
ona large scale and obstinately. It begun at five 
minutes past 2 o’clock in the afternoon of the 22nd. 
They attacked us on our right and were repulsed at 
6 o’cloek. On the 23rd they returned to the eharge, 
at the same point, before 6 o’clock in the morning, 
and were driven back a Jeague and a quarter to Bue- 
na Vista, the different conflicts which we had with 
them being concluded at 6 in the evening. i 

From a letter, dated Feb. 24th.— We have gained a 
bloody battle, and taker from the enemy standards 
and artillery. They have come to demand a peace, 
and they have been answered by the general-in-chief, 
‘that until the whole republic is evacuated by them 
he will not listen to them.” (Here follow the names 
of some of the officers killed.) 

General Jaugni writes me, ank says that the fol- 
iowing officers have been killed. ‘The brave Colonel 
Fiancisco Berra, the lieutenant colouei of thh Ist 
regiment; Col. Pepe, of the 2d light cavalry; the 
hheutenant colonel of the lth infantry, and who 
knows how many have met the same fate. The fol- 
lowing are wounded: Gen. Lombardini, the colonel 
of the 3d cavalry and the Lieut. Col. of the 5th ca- 
valry. ; 

Extract from a private letter, dated Feb. 23.—Atthe 
moment of writing (12 o’clock of the day) we are 
returning from Angostura, where we beat Taylor 
allday yesterday, taking from them many points 
among the heights almost inaccessble, and doing so. 
repeatedly, until our troops remained at night estab- 
lished in the position from which we had driven them 
by main force. We took trom them three guns, 
killed many of their troops. Our soldiers engaging 
them again and again. 

I would not desire to speak to you of those killed 
of whom we have lost many and among them Pepe 
Oronoz, Pepe Bonilla, the Major of Morelia Berra, 
Asonos, Lugando, major of buzzars. There are 
wounded, Gen. Lombardini, D. Angel Guzman, D. 
Miguel Gonzales, and others. 

To day a flag of truce has come in from Taylor, 
asking peace. D. Antonio commanded the eyes of 
the officer to be unbandaged tbat they might see our 
camp, and that if we bad countermarched it was for 
want of supplies and not for want of courage. 


The Governor of San Luis Potosi issued the fol- 
lowing: 
GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS. 


Fellow countrymen:—Our army under the orders of 
his excellency, Bneemerito de la Patrine, D., Antonio 
Lopez de Santa Anna, with heroic valur—oyercom- 
ing the inflictions of the most frightful suffering, 
struggling against the nature of the ground, and even 
nature herself, which appeared to dispute the vic— 
tory with it—has severely punished our common en- 
emy onthe 22d and 23rd instants. It has covered 
itself with glory. Its illustrious commander has 
given new fame to bis country, be has re-conquered 
its independence, so perfidiously and. vily menaced. 
The pride of the North Americans has become hu- 
miliated, and our army has restored the national 
hovor outraged at Resaca and Monterey, The re~ 
public commences to day an advance, which will 
make it respected abroad, and which will bear it on 
without doubt that immortality destined for free a 
independent nations. Our immense terrilory, usurped 
by this vile ane detestable horde, will be restored to 
us intact: not a single vile foot-print shall {dare pol— 
lute our seil, and the hero, the genius, the maa 
whom Heaven has bestowed upon us as a precious 
gilt, and the aiflictions of the country, will very soon 
complete the sublime enterprise which he has com- 
menced. Union, fellow countrymen! eternal grati- 
tude tu the tilustrious, renowned and well deserving 
President Gen. D. Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, 
and the invincible army which is fighting uader his 
orders in defence of our dearest interests. 
RAMON ADAMO. 
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them disputing among themselves, totally indif- 


San Luis Potosi, Feb. 27, 1847. 
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GENERAL ORDERS ISSUED BY SANTA ANNA. 
General orders of the army—23d Feb’ry., 7 o'clock at 
nighi—on the positions cf the enemy—camp of An- 
ostura. 
is excellency, the general in-chief of the army 
directs me to announce to the generals, field and 
company officers, and the soldiers which compose it. 
that he has witnessed with satisfaction the gallant 
bearing of each one of them during the day of com- 
bat which we have had with the invading forces of 
North America. Such bearing is worvhy of the 
soldiers of a people who desire to be free; and the 
ground which we now occupy, on which the enem) 
was just now posted, the places of artillery and the 
colors we have taken, and the thousand corpses of 
the enemy which are scattered around us, will al- 
ways be evidence of the valor of the soldiers of 
Mexico. 

His excellency also directs me to say, that in testi- 
mony of the brave deeds of his subordinates, he will 
present them to the nation and to the supreme govern- 
ment with his commendation; and taking into conside- 
ration the fatigues of these days, and the scarcity of 
provisions which the troops are suffering, that he will 
direct them to be so disposed that they may recover 
themselves so as to conclude with glory the enterprise 
so brilliantly commenced. He directs that this order 
shall be communicated to the army in a general order 
extraordinary. By command of his excellency: M. 
MiCHELTORENA. 


BATTLE OF BUENA VISTA. 


A much more minute and satisfactory account of 
the “‘incidents’’ of a battle is often derived from un- 
official than from official reports. Fuller accounts— 
better written particulars of a war never were so 
generally, speedily, and accurately spread abroad 
since wars began, than have been of the existing one 
between Mexico and the United States. 

The New Orleans Delta of the 27th ult., contains 
some particulars of the battle of Buena Vista, de- 
rived from Major Coffee, one of Gen. Taylor’s aids. 
We annex a few of them: 

*‘On the 21st the enemy were descried, approaching 
over the distant hills. At their appearance the vo- 
lunteers raised a great shout, and gave (hree tremen- 
dous cheers. Their engineers and officers were seen 
fying over the field, and dragging their cannon about 
to get them into position; but the nature of the ground 
did not favor the undeitaking, and it was late in the 


The broken nature of the ground divided the 
forces, so that instead of one general engagement, 
the regiments were compelled in a great measure to 
fight on their own hook. Our officers were always 
in the advance, leading their troops, hence the great 
mortality among tham. In this general melee, one of 
our small regiments, of 400 men, would be attacked 
by a whole Mexican brigade of several thousand.— 
Thus the Kentucky infantry was attacked at the foot 
of a hill, in a deep ravine, by an immense force of 
the enemy. 

A large number of the officers were killed here— 
among them was Col. McKee, who fell badly wound- 
ed, and was immediately despatched by the enemy, 
who pierced him with their bayonets as he lay on 
the ground. Lieut. Co]. Clay was shot through the 
thigh, and being unable to walk, was taken up and 
carried some distance by some of his men, but owing 
to the steepness of the hill, the men finding it very 
difticult to carry him, and the enemy in great num- 
bers pressing upon them, the gallant lieut. colonel! 
begged them to leave him on the field; the last that 
was seen of this noble officer he was lying on his 
back, fighting with his sword the enemy who were 
stabbing him with their bayonets. 

The veteran Capt. William S. Willis of the same 
regiment, at the head of his company, with three 
stalwart sons who fought at his side, was badly 
wounded, but still continued the fight, unti! he was 
overcome with the loss of blood. In the meantime 
the Indiana brigade, who were drawn out and order- 
ed to charge the enemy, were sreized with a panic, 
and displaying some hesitation, Assistant Adj’t Gen 
Lincoln rushed to their front, and whilst upbraiding 
them for their cowardice, was shot, several balls 
passing through his body. In justice tu this brigade 
it should be stated, that they subsequently rallied, 
and fully redeemed their reputation by the most gal- 
lant and effeetive fighting. 

Colonel Hardin led the IIlinoians in very handsome 
style, and the sturdy ‘‘suckers” fought like lions.— 
Their intrepid colonel fell wounded, and experienc- 
ed the fate of Colonels McKee and Clay, and was 
killed by the enemy—not, however, before he had 
killed one of the cowardly miscreants with a pistol, 
which he fired whilst lying on the ground. 





- ———— 
miracle that he escaped the thick flying balls which 
thinned the ranks he was marshalling. There Was 
but one complaint made against him and that was 
that he exposed himself too much. Brig. Gen. Lang’ 
also, showed himself to be a brave and capable of; 
cer. Although wounded early in the action, he kept 
his horse until it closed, and never for a moment left 
his post. 








The Washington Union of the 3d says: 

“A note, addressed by Ass’t Adjutant Bliss, from 
General Taylor’s army, mentions the fact that the 
general received two balls during the battle; ong 
passed through the cuff of his coat, the other through 
the front.” 





The following account of the battle is extracted 
from the New Orleans Tropic, of the 30th March. [f 
partakes far too much of the figurative, for either g 
military report or a historical account, but gives 
graphic description of the field of operation, and 
details more fully the chain ef incidents than any 
of the other accounts yet received. The Picayung 
states that it was written “by an accomplished gen. 
tleman who shared in the honors and perils of the 
fight.” We should suspect from the general tenor of 
the article, thal it was penned by one that is or hag 
been in the regular army, attached probably to the ar. 
tillery, and who full of the esprit du corps had dilficulty 
in preserving a due impartiality to parcelling out the 
honors won, or consideration for errors committed 
in the field of action. His reference to the Indiana 
and Arkansas volunteer corps we hope may turn out 
to be chargeable to these prejudices. 

Camp at Buena Vista, February 24, 1847. 

On the morning of the 22d, intelligence reached 
Gen. Taylor at his camp, on the hill overlooking 
Saltillo from the south, that Santa Anna, whose pre- 
sence in our vicinity had been reported for several 
days, was advancing wpon our main body, stationed 
near Rancho San Juan de Buena Vista, about seven 
miles from Saltillo. The general immediately mov- 
ed forward with May’s squadron of Dragoons, Sher- 
man’s and Bragg’s batteries of artillery, and the 
Mississippi regiment of riflemen under Col. Davis, 
and arrived at the position which he had selected 





Col. Yell led, the foremost man, a charge of his 


and was killed by a lance, which entered his mouth 
and tore off one side of his face. 

The Mississippians, the heroes of Monterey, after 
doing hard duty as skirmishers, were ordered into 
line to receive a charge of cavalry, which they did 





day before the big guns began to open. 

The enemy had with them thirty two cannon, 
mostly of large calibre. ‘Their fire though kept up 
very briskly, and apparently well manned, did so 
Jitt!e execution in our ranks that it was not consider- 
ed necessary to return their fire. 
therefore silent the whole of the 2ist. Eight or ten 
killed and wounded were the extent of the casual- 
ties sustained by our army on the 2ist. During the 
day an cfficer approached our lines with a flag of 
truce, and requested to be shown to General Taylor. 
—The brave old man was sitting quietly on his old 
white charger, with his leg over the pommel of the 
saddie, watching the movements of the enemy, when 
the Mexican officer was presented. 

In a very courteous and graceful manner the officer 
siated that “he had been sent by his excellency Gen. 
Santa Anna, to his excellency Gen. Taylor, to in- 
quire, in the most respectful manner, what he [Gen. 
Taylor] was waiting for.” From the silence of 
Gen. Taylor’s batteries, anit the quiet manner in 
which he received Santa Anna’s terrific cannonad- 
ing, the Mexicans supposed he was asking a very 
pertinent question, to which, however, old Rough 
and Ready gave the very pertinent reply that ‘the 
was only waiting for General Santa Anna to surren- 
der.” 

The Mexican returned hastily to his lines. 

This message proved to be a ruse to ascertain which 
Gen. Taylor’s position was, for afier the return of 
the Mexican officer to his own ranks the whole Mex- 
ican battery seemed to open upon Gen. Taylor’s po- 
sition, and the balls flew over and about hiw like 
hail. Utterly iuditferent to the perils of his situa- 
tion, there sat the old chief, on his conspicuous white 
horse, peering through his spy glass at the long lines 
of Mexican troops that could be seen at a great dis- 
tance on the march. 

The persuasion of his aids could not induce him 
to abandon his favorable puint for observation, nor 
to give up his white horse. To the suggestion of 
his stoff that uld Whitey was rather too conspicuons 
a charge, tor the commander, he replied that *the 


old fellow had missed the fua at Monterey, on ac- | 
count of a sore foot, and he was determined he shicuid | veteran, by the most active, zealous, efficient and | Next on the left, the Ludiana 


huve his share this time.”’ 


Our cannon were | 


with their rifles delivering at the same time a most 
destructive fire among the crowded columns of cav- 
| The enemy were completely repulsed. The 
| distinguished commander of this gallant regiment, 

Colonel Jefferson Davis, was badly wounded, an es- 


; 
| 
j 


copette ball having entered his foot and passed out 
| of his leg. He was, however, doing well when last 
| heard from. The chivalrous Lieut. Col. M’Clung 
| was prevented from doing his share of the brave 
| deeds of this brilliant fight, by the grievous wound 
| received at the battle of Monterey, which still con- 
fines him to his bed, and from which it is much 
| feared by his best friends he will never recover. 
; Col. Humphrey Marshali’s splendid regiment of 
| Kentucky cavalry were impatient for an opportunity 
| of showing their mettle, and avenging the capture of 
their brethren, then in the hands of the enemy.— 
| They were so.n favored with the desired opportuni- 
ty, by the approach of a force of more than 2,000 
lancers and bassars, who gallantly charged them.— 
The Kentuckyans stood their ground with immova- 
ble steadiness, and receiving the enemy with a fire 
from their carbines, charged in the most gallant style 
through the column on the right, and wheeling, fell 
on their left, dispersing and killing many of them.— 


{ 


a squadron of dragoons, and one of Arkansas caval- 


like results. 


As to the flags Santa Anna boasts of having taken, 
they are, very probably, mere company markers, 
which were dropped on the field and picked up by the 
valiant Mexicans. 
partment, to whom Santa Anna has sent these tro- 
phies, willno doubt be sorely disappointed in the 
size, texture, and beauty of these standards. Mexi- 
can pride is easily satisfied when such feeble me- 
mentoes of their prowess and valor as these console 
them for so inglorious a defeat. 

All the efficers on our side, in this hard-fought 
| battle distinguished themselves. The details of the 

battle were confided to Gen. Wool, who nobly justi- 
hed the confidence of his commander and brother 








gellant conduct. ‘Throughout the whole action he 


mounted volunteers against a large body of lancers, | 


A like charge was made by Col. May, at the head of | 


ry, against a large body of the enemy’s cavalry, with 


His exceilency, of the war de-| 


for awaiting the attack of the enemy, about 11 
o'clock. The time and the place, the hour and the 
| man seemed to promise a glorious celebratiun of the 
iday. It was the 22d of February, the anniversary 
of that day on which the God of battles gave to free- 
dom its noblest champion, to patriotism its purest 
model, to Aaerica a preserver, and lo the world the 
| nearest realization of human perfection; for pane 
gyric sinks before the nawe of WasnineTon. 
The morning was bright aud beautitul. Nota 
cloud floated athwart the firmament or dimmed the 
azure of the sky, and the flood of golden radiance 
which gilded the mountain tops and poured over the 
valleys, wrought light and shade into a thousand 
faulastic forms. A soft breeze sweptdown from the 
mountains, rolling into graceful undulations the ban- 
/ner of the republic, which was proudly streaming 
from the flag staff of the fort and from the towers 
and battlements of Saltillo. ‘Ihe omens were all 10 
our favor. 
In the choice of his position Gen. ‘Yaylor exhibiled 
the same comprehensive sagacily and masterly coup 
d’wil which churacterized his dispositions at Resaca 
de la Palma, and which crowned triumphantly all 
his operations amid the blazing lines of Monterey.— 
The mountains rise on either side of an irregular 
and broken valley, about three miles in widih, dolled 
over with hills and ridges, and scarred with broad 
and winding ravines. The main road lies along the 
| course of an arroyo, the bed of which is now su deep 
'asto form an almost impassable barrier, while te 
|other side is bounded by precipiious elevatious, 
elevations, stretching perperdiculariy towards We 
| mountains, and separated by broad gullies, until they 
mingle into one at the base of the principal range 
| On the right of the narrowest point of the roadway 
'a battalion of the first Jllinvis regiment, undef 
| Lieut. Col. Weatherford, was stationed in a sual 
trench, extending to the natural ravine, while he 
the opposite height, the main body of the regimer 
| under Col. Hardin was posted, with a single piece s 
artillery from Capt. Washington’s battery. ‘Ibe per 
_ of honor on the extreme right was assigned lo Brags 
artillery, his supported by the second regiment if 
| Kentucky foot under Col. Mchee, the leit flank © 
which rested upon the arroyo. Wastington’s are 
| occupied a pusition immediately in iront of the ” 
| row point of the roadway, in reer of which, @ 
| somewnat to the left, on anuther height, the part 
| Iiinois regiment, under Col. Bissell, was posted. : 
| brigade, under aT 
| Lane deployed, while on the extreme eit the hea 





‘ si° 
Speaking of the engagement on the 92d, the Delta| was constantly engaged in the disposition of our| tucky cavairy under Col. Marshall, occupied a py 


says— 


| forces, and in rallying them to the onset. It was a 


; " ¢ 
| tion directly under the frowoing sumunils of th 


McKee’, 
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mountains. The two squadrons of the first and se- 
cond dragoons, and the Arkansas cavalry under Col. 
Yell, were posted in rear, ready for any service 
which the exigencies of the day might require. 
These dispositions had been made for some time, 
when the enemy wasseen advancing in the distance, 
and the clouds of dust which rolled up before him 
ave satisfactory evidence that his numbers were not 
unworthy the trial of strength upon which we were 
about to enter. He arrived upon his position in 
immense masses, and with forces sufficiently nume- 
rous to have commenced the attack at once, had he 
been as confident of success as it subsequently ap- 
eared he was solicilous for our safety. The first 
evidence directly afforded us of the presence of Santa 
Anna was a white flag, which was dimly seen flutter- 
ing in the breeze, and anon Surgeon Gen. Linden- 
berg, of the Mexican army, arrived, bearing a beau- 
tiful emblem of benevolent bravado and Christian 
charity. It was a missive from Santa Anna, sug- 
gested by considerations for our personal comfort, 
which has placed us under lasting obligations, pro- 
posing to Gen. Taylor terms of unconditiona! sur- 
render; promising good treatment; assuring us that 
his force amounted to upsards of 20,000 men; that 
our defeat was inevitable, and that, to spare the 
effusion of blood, his proposition should be complied 
with. Strange to say, the American general showed 
the greatest ingratitude; evinced no appreciation 
whatever of Santa Anna’s kindness, and informed 
him that whether his force amounted to 20,000 or 
50,000, it was equally a matter of indifference: the 
terms of adjustment must be arranged by gunpowder. 
The messenger returned to his employer, and we 


A 6 gsr cape 
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fected, the artillery of both armies opened its fires, 
and simaltaneously the Mexican infantry commen- 
ced a rapid and extended discharge upon our line, 
from the left, to McKee’s regiment. Our artillery 
belched forth its thunders with tremendous effect, 
while the Kentuckians returned the fire of the Mex. 
ican infantry with great steadiness and success;— 
their field officers, McKee, Clay and Fry, passing 
along their line, animating, and-encouraging the men, 
by precept and example. The second Illinois gggi- 
ment, also received the enemy’s fire with great firm- 
ness, and returned an ample equivalent. While this 
fierce conilic: was going on, the main body of Col 
Hardin’s regiment, moved to the right of the Ken- 
tuckians, and the representatives of each state, seem- 
ed to vie with each other in the honorable ambition 
of doing the best service for their country. Both 
regiments gallantly sustained their positions, and 
won unfading laurels. The veterans of Austerlitz, 
could not have exhibited more courage, coolness and 
devotion. 

In the meantime, the enemy’s cavalry had been 
stealthily pursuing its way along the mountain, and 
though our artillery had wrought great havoc among 
its numbers, the leading squadrons had passed the 
extreme points of danger, and were almost in posi- 
tion to attack usin the rear. At this critical mo- 
ment, the Indiana regiment turned upon its proper 
front, and commenced an inglorious flight. The ef- 
forts of Col. Bowles to bring it into position were 
vain, and over hills and ravines they pursued their 
shameful career to the great delight of the enemy, 
who rent the air with shouts oftriumph Several 
officers of General Taylor's staff, insmediately dash- 





wailed in silence (o hear the war of his artillery.— 
Hours rolled by without any movementon his part, | 
and it appeared that the Mexican commander, griev- | 
ed at our stubbornness, was almost disposed to re-| 
trace his steps, as if determined to have no further | 
intercourse wilh such ungrateful audacity. Atlength | 
he mustered resolution to open a fire from a mortar, | 
throwing several shells into our camp without ex- | 
ecution. While this was going on Capt. Steen, of | 
the first dragoons, wilh a single man, started towards | 
a hillon which the Mexican general appeared to be | 
stationed with his staff; but before he completed the | 
ascent the party vanished and when he reached the | 
top he discovered that two regiments had thrown) 
themselves into squares to resist his charge. The 
captain’s gravily was overcome by this opposition, 
and he returned. 

Just before dark a number of Santa Anna’s infan- 
try had succeeded in getling a position high up the 
mountains on our left, from which they could make 
anoise without exposing themselves to much dan- 
ger, and et a distance of three hundred yards opened 
amost tremendous fire upon Col. Marshall’s regi- 
ment. This was returned by two of his companies, 
which were dismounted and detached for the pur- 
pose as soon as they could arrive within a neigh- 
borly range. The skirmishing continuéd untii after 
dark, with no result to us save the wounding of three 
men very slightly. 

During the night a Mexican prisoner was taken, 
who reported Santa Anna’s force as consisting of 
fifteen pieces of artillery, including some 24 pounders, 
six thousand cavalry, and fifteen thousand infantry, 
thus confirming the statement of his superior. 

The firing on our extreme Jeft, which soon ceased 
afler sunset on the 221, was renewed on the morn— 
ingof the 22d at an early hour. This was accompa. 
hied by quick discharges of artillery from the same 
quarter, the Mexicans having established during the 
highta 12 pounder ona point at the base of the 
monntain, which commanded any position which 
could be taken by us. To counteract the effect of 
this piece, Lieut. O’Brien, 4th artillery, was detach- 
ed with three pieces of Washington’s battery, having 
With him Lieutenant Bryan, of the Topographical 

ngiveers, who, having planted a few shells in the | 
midst of the enemy’s gunners, for the time effectually 
tilenced his fire. 

From the movements soon perceptible along the 
tit of our line, it became evident that the enemy was 
allempting to turn that flank, and for this purpose | 

ad cuncentrated a large body of cavalry and infan- 
ry on his right. ‘Ihe base of the mouatain around 
Which these troops were winding their way, seemed 
birdied with a belt of steel, as their glittering sabres 
tnd polished Jances flashed back the beams of the 
Moruing sun. Sherman’s and Bragg’s batteries were 
immediately ordered to the left; Col. Bissell’s regi: 
Ment occupied a position between them, while Col. 
‘cKee’s Kentuckians were transferred from the 
Night of our line, so as to hold a position near the 
*eutre. ‘The second Indiana regiment, under Col. 

wles, was placed on our extreme left, nearly per- 
Pendicular to the direction of our line, so as to Op- 
bose, by a direct fire, the flank movement of the en- 
“MY. ‘Phese dispositions having been promptly ef- 








Kilbourn, French, and Bryan, were working such 


ed off, to arrest, if possible, the retreating regiment 
and restore it again to reputation and to duty. Ma- 
jor Dix, of the pay department, formerly of the 7th 
infantry, was the first to reach the deserters, and 
seizing the colors of the regiment, appealed to the 
men, to know whether they had determined to desert 
them. He was answered by three cheers, showing 
that though the men had little disposition to become 
heroes themselves, they were not unmindful of an 
act of distinguished gallantry oa the part of another. 
A portion of the regiment immediately rallied around 
him, and was reformed by the officers. Dix, in per- 
son, then ledthem towards the enemy until one of 
the men volunteered to take the flag. The party 
returned to the field, and though not in time to re- 
pair the disaster which their flight had created, to 
retrieve in a slight degree, the character of the state. , 
While the day, however, by this disgraceful panic, 
was fast going against us, the artillery was advanced, | 
its front extended, and different sections and pieces | 
under Sherman, Bragg, O’Brien, Thomas Reynolds, 


carnage in the ranks of the enemy, as to make his 
columns roll to and fro, like ships upon the billows. 


brilliant style, dispersing them by his charge, as ef- 
fectually as the previous fire of the Mississippi rifle- 
nen. 

May’s dragoons, with a squadron of Arkansas cav- 
alry under Capt. Pike, and supported bya single 
pieee of artillery, under Lieut. Reynolds, now claim- 
ed their share in the discussion, and when the Mcx- 
icans had again assembled, they had to encounter 
another shock from the two squadrons, besides a 
fierce fire of grape from Reynold’s6 pounder. The 
lancers once more rallied and directing their course 
towards the Saltillo road, were met by the remaia- 
der of Col. Yell’s regiment and Marshall’s Kentue- 
kians, who drove them towards the mountains on 
the opposite side of the valley, where, from their 
appearance when last visible, it may be presumed, 
they arestill running. In this precipitate movement, 
they were compelled to pass through a rancho, in 
which many of our valiant comrades had previously 
taken refuge, who, from this secure retreat, opened 
quite an effective fire upon them. 

It is reported, moreover, that hundreds of the 
Arkansas cavalry were so well satisfied with the re- 
sult of this single effort, that they deemed it unne- 
cessary to make another, and accordingly kept on 
their way to town, and there reported Gen. Taylor 
in full retreat. 

At this time the Mexican force was much divided, 
and the fortunes of the day were with u3. Santa 
Anna saw the crisis, and by craft and cunning sought 
toavertit. He sent a white flag to General Taylor, 
desiring to know ‘‘what he wanted.”” This was at 
once believed to be a mere ruse to gain time and re- 
collect his men; but the American~General thought 
fit to notice it, and General Wool was deputed to 
meet the representative of Santa Anna, and to say to 
him that we ‘twanted”’ peace. Before the interview 
could be had, the Mexicans themselves re-opened 
their fires—thus adding treachery of the highest or- 
der to the other barbarian practices which distinguish 
their mode of warfire. ‘The #ag, however, had ac- 
complished the ends which its wiley originator de- 
signed; for though our troops could have effectually 
prevented the remainder of his cavalry from joining 
the main body, it could only have been done bya 
fire, which, while the parley lasted, would have been 
an undoubted breach of faith. Although a portion 
of the lancers during this interim had regained their 
original position, a formidable number still remained 
behind. Upun these the infantry opened a brisk fire, 
while Reynold’s artillery, beautifully served, hail- 
ed the grape and canister upon them with terrible 
effect. 

The craft of Santa Anna had restored his courage, 
and with his reinforcement of cavalry he determined 
to charge our line. Under cover of their artillery, 
horse and foot advanced upon our batteries. These, 
from the smalloess of our infantry force, were but 





His triumph, at the [Indiana retreat, was but for a | 
moment, and his shouts of joy, were soon followed 


by groans of anguish, and the shrieks of expiring | 


hundreds. 


Washington’s battery on the right, had now open- 
ed its fire, and driven back a large party of lancers, 
advancing in that direction. Along the entire line, 
tne battle raged with great fury. ‘l'wenty-one-thou- 
sand of the victims of Mexican oppression and the 
myimidons of Mexican despotism, were arrayed 
against five thousand Amerieans, sent forth to con- 
querapeace. The discharges of the infantry fol- 
lowed each other more rapidly than the sounds of 
the Swiss bell ringers in the fierce fervor of a finale, 
and the volleys of artillery reverberated through the 
mountains like the thunders of an Alpine storm. 

The myriads of Mexican cavalry still pressed for. 
ward on our left, and threatened a charge upon the | 
Mississippi rifles, under Col. Davis, who had been or.) 
dered to support the Indiana regiment, and had suc- | 
ceeded in preserving a fragment of 1t in position.— 
Col Davis, immediately threw his commaud into the | 
form ofa V, the opening towards the enemy, and | 
awaited his advance. On he came dashing with all 
the speed of Mexican horses, but when he arrived at | 
that point from which could be seen the whiles of 
his ¢yes, both lines poured forth a sheet of lead that | 





scattered him like chaff, felling many a gallant steed | 
to the earth, and sending scores of riders to the sleep | 
that knows no waking. | 
While the dispersed Mexican cavalry were rally- | 
ing, the 3d Indiana regiment, under Col. Lane, was | 
ordered to join Col. Davis, supported by a consider- | 
able body of horse. About this time, from some | 
urknown reason, our wagon train displayed its length | 
along the Saltilloroad, and offered a eonspicuous prize | 
for the Mexican lancers, which they seemed not | 
unwilling to appropriate. Fortunately, Lieut. Ruck- | 
er, with a squadron of the Ist dragoons, Capt. Steen 
having Geen previously wounded and Capt. Eustis 
confined to his bed by illness,) was present, and by | 
order of Gen. Taylor, dashed aong them in a most, 


| both sides. 


idenly torn from our standard. 


feebly supported, yet by the most brilliant and dar- 
ing efforts nobly maintained their positions. Such 
was the rapidity of their transitions that officers and 
pieces seemed empowered by ubiquity, and upon ca- 
valry and infantry alike, wherever they appeared, 
they poured so destructive a fice as to silence the 
enemy’s artillery, compel his whole line te fall 
pack, and suvon to assume a sort of sauve qui peut 
inovement, indicating anything but victory. Again, 
our spirits rose. The Mexicans appeared thorough- 


ly routed; and while their regiments and divisions 


were flying before us, nearly all our light troops 
were ordered forward, and followed them with a 
most deadly fire, mingled with shouls which rose 
above the roar of artillery. In this charge the first 
[liinois regiment and McKee’s Kentuckians were 
foremost. ‘Ihe pursuit was too hot, and, as it evine- 


ed tuo clearly our deficiency in numbers, the Mexi- 


cans, with a suddenness which was almost magical, 
rallied and returned upon us. They came in my- 
riads, and for a while the carnage was dreadful on 
We were but a handful to oppose the 
frightful masses which were hurled upon us, and 
could have as easily resisted an avalanche of thun- 
derbolts. We were driveu back, aad the day seem- 
ed lost beyond redemption. Victory, which a mo- 
ment before appeared within our grasp, was sud- 
There was but 
one hope, but that proved an anchor sure and stead- 
fast. 


While our men were driven through the ravines, 
at the extremities of which a body of Mexican Jan- 
cers were stationed to pounce upon them like tigers, 
Brent and Whiting of Washington’s battery, gave 
them such a torrent of grape as to put them to flight, 
and thus saved the remnants of those brave vegi- 
ments which had long borne the hottest portion of the 
fight. On the other tlank, while the Mexicans came 
rushing on like legions of fiends, the artillery was 
Jeft unsupported, and capture by the enemy seemed 
inevitable; but Bragg and Thomas rose with the cri. 
sis, and eclipsed even the fame they won at Monte. 
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rey, while Sherman, O’Brien, and Brian proved 
themselves worthy of the alliance. Every horse 
‘with O'Brien’s battery was killed, and the enemy 
had advanced to within range of grape, sweeping all 
before him. But here his progress was arrested, 
and before ‘the showers of iron hail which assailed 
him, squadrons and battalions fell like leaves in the 
blasts of autumn. The Mexicans were once more 
driven back with great loss, though taking with them 
the three pieces of artillery which were without 
h rses. 

Thus thrice during the day, when all seemed lost 
but honor, did the artillery, by the ability with which 
it was manceuvred, rol! back the tide of success from 
the enemy, and give such overwhelming destruc- 
tiveness to its effect, that the army was saved, and 
the glory of the American arms maintained. At this 
moment, however, let i. never be forgotten that 
while every effective man was wanted on the field, 
hundreds, some say thousands, of volunteers had col- 
lected in the rancho with the wagon train, whom no 
éfforts or entreaties could induce to join their breth- 
ren, neighbors and friends, then in the last struggle 
for death or victory. 

The battle had now raged with variable success 
for nearly ten hours, and, by a sort of mutual con- 
sent, after the last carnage wrought among the Mex- 
icans by the artillery, both parties seemed willing to 
pause upon the result. Night fell,and the American 
General, with his troops, slept upon the battle 
ground, prepared, if necessary, to resume operations 
on the morrow. But ere the sun rose again upon 
the scene the Mexicans had disappeared, leaving be- 
hind them only the hundreds of their dead and dying, 
whose bones are to whiten their native hills, anu 
whose moans of anguish were to excite in their ene 
mies that compassion which can have no existence in 
the bosoms of their friends. 

Throughout the action, Gen'l. Taylur was where 
the shots fell hottest and thickest, two of which pass- 
ed through his clothes. He constantly evinced the 
greatest quickness of conception, fertility of resource, 
and a cool unerring Judgment not to be beffled. Gen. 
Wool was wherever his presence was required, sti 
mulating the troops to activity and exertion. The 
operations of Genera! Lane were confined to his own 
brigade, and his efforts were worthy of better mate- 
rial for their application. Major Bliss bore himself 
with bis usual gallantry, having his horse, as at Palo 
Alto, shot in the head. Mr. Crittenden, a son of the 
Senator from Kentueky, was conspicuous in the field 
as volunteer aid to General Taylor; and the Medi. 
cal Director’s assistant surgeon, Hitchcock, could 
be sometimes seen where the balls fell fastest, bind- 
ing up a wound or dressing a broken !eg, with true 
professional zeal; avd anon galloping with the ardor 
of an amateur knight, conveying orders to different 
commanders. 

In this, as in every case of arbitrament by the 
sword, the laurel is closely entwined with the cy- 
press, and the lustre of a brilliant vietory is darken 
ed by the blood at which it hasbeen purchased. | 
am upable to state our loss, but it has been very se- 
vere, and proves the battle of Buena Vista to have 
been by far the most terrible conflict in whieh our 
troops have been engaged. Captain Lincoln, Assist- 
ant Adjutant General to Gen. Wool, fell early in the 
action, while proudly distinguished by his efforts to 
bring the flyimg regiment back to their position, and 
With his last breath bore testimony against Indiana 
cowardice. Col. Yell was pierced by a lance while 
gallantly leading bis regiment against the Mexican 
cavalry. The noble Hardin met his death gloriously 
while conducting the last terrible charge. Colonel 
Kekee, after buying gallantly sustained the honor of 
Kentucky throughout the action, fel! in the foremest 
rank, and Lieut. Col. Clay was cut down at almost 
the same moment with Hardin and McKee, while 
giving his men the most brilliant example of noble 
daring and loity chivalry. 

tners have fallen, but their names are not known 
to me, hor isit fer me to pronounce the eulogy of 
those whose namvusI have recerded. Other and abler 
pens will do justice to the character and memory of 


left no worthier name behind him. 


If he was not 
the ‘“‘noblest Roman them all,” few will deny that in 
him— H 
‘Were the elements 
So mixed, that nature might stand up and say 
To all the world—tHIs WAS A MAN.” 
But I cannot go on. Buena Vista. 





Every one will wish an opportunity of learning 
particulars relative to the regions at, and round about 
the spot made famous by the last victory of General 
Taylor over the Mexicans. We avail of the letters 
of the Correspondent of the Missouri Republican, as af 
fording the best written and most graphic description. 
The letters which follow, it will be observed, are 
dated at the place, and but a few cays before the 
battle. Would for our country’s character, for the 
sake of humanity we could have been spared the task 
of recording the horrid massacre which is detailed 
in the last of the three letters. It is indeed a tale 
that an American must blush at the worse than 
savage enuction of. Whata deplorat e guerrilla war 
is this about to degenerate intc? 

Letters from a correspondent of the Missouri Republican. 

[ Written before the batile | 
Camp San Juan ve Buena Vista. 
Five miles south of Saltillo, Mexico Jan. 20. 
MEXICAN CAMPAIGNING. 


This thing of writing letters for publication, in 
camp, is neither so pleasant nor so easy as might be 
imagined. Draw the picture of a man of common 
size sitting crossed legged on a blanket spread on 
the ground, with his portfolio on his knee, and an 
old broken lantern holding a piece of candle, prop- 
ped up on a well worn leather trunk, and an earth- 
enware inkstand on the ground close by, covered, by 
the by, with a small tent, in which old boots, old 
cloths, old guns, swords, pistols, are strewed around 
in the back ground, all striving to withdraw them- 
selves fram notice—and you will have an accurate 
daguerreotype of the writerand his ranch. And 
then there is no such thing as withdrawing from the 
noise of the camp, the wont of book makers, whose 
business is to digest the thoughts of others; but all is 
written in the midst of the perplexing interruptions. 
He has commenced a letter, and is endeavoring to 
recollect an event, or perhaps to philosophise on 
some new facts presented to his notice, when in 
walks the quartermaster: “Colonel, one of my wag- 
oners is sick, and I must have another man detailed 
todrive his wagon. Very sorry, sir, to have tu make 
(He request known—the captains are all mad about 
taking their men for wagoners—but think, sir, the 
ammunition will have to be left behind, if we don’t 
get a driver.” 

The quartermaster is scarcely despatched, when 
in pops the head of an orcerly sergeant: ‘Colonel, 
the butcher has sent up to our company a quarter of 
beef that is so blue it looks lhke it was dyed with 
indigo, and itis stringy enough to make halters.— 
Just come and see it.”? A ‘board of seventy’ has to be 
summoned to condemn the mean beef of the raseally 
buteher, who is getting seven cents a pound for 
beef, when he is only giving two or three cents for it. 

Five minutes more, and another sentence is half 
finished, when in comes the sergant major to inquire 
whether he shall make a detail to go fur wood to- 
morrow. ‘Yes,’ shouts the angry writer, ‘detail 
half the regiment, and order the other half to letme 
alone until I finish this letter.” 

Ninety miles from the Presidio we encamped on 
the banks of the Almos. On the evening of our 
arrival I did rot go down to the stream; and was told 
by a staff officer that it was about seventy feet wide, 
and «@ soon erossed it inthe morning. By the way, 
these staff officers seem to consider it a part of their 
duty to shorten distances and diminish obstructions, 
whenever they are inquired of on these subjects.— 
At an early hour next morning, the whole command 
was on the banks of the Almos, ready to cross. But 


| the first view of the river dissipated all hopes of cros- 


sing it easily. It was seventy yards wide, and four 
feet deep, and swept downward with amusing velc- 





the illustrious dead, whose devotion to the Republic 
they have written with their blood and sealed with 
their lives. Lincoln was u gallant officer and aecom- 
plished gentleman, of pure heart and generous impul 
ses, and worthy of his revolutionary lineage. Yell 
was a warm {friend ard gallant man, quick te see the 
right and ready to pursue it. Hardin was one of na 
tures noblest spirits, a soldier tried and true, a rare 
union of the best qualities of the head and heart.— 
McKee was wise in council! and brave in the field 
with a heart moved by the tenderest sympathies and 
most noble impulses. And what shall | say of Ciay 
—the young, the brave, the chivalrous—feremost in 
the fight—the soul of every lofty sentiment?—devot- 
ed to his friends and generous to his enemies? He 
fell in the fo croft te ree anc usefulness, and has 


| city, foaming, roaring, and tearing along as though 
| it were determined to prohibit any invasion of its 
| lnght and transparent waters. Men could not wade 
ii—their feet were swept from under them in three 
feet water, before they had reached the centre of 
the current; neither mules nor horses could pul! 
their wagons across. It became necessary to take 
the horses and mules from the wagons and attach 
long ropes to the wagons, which reached across the 
stream, and men on the opposite side pulled them 
across. By elevating the leading wagons, as had 
been done at the Rio Grande, they were safely taken 
over with their contents. The men crossed on the 
wagons or by holding to them. 

‘The current of the river was as rapid as the Ohio 
atthe falls near Louisville, or the Mississippi at 





ec 


the rapids. An examination of it for several miles 
showed no decrease in its velocity. The volunteers 
took held of the ropes with alacrity, and fairly wor. 
ed themselves into favor by their good conduct dy. 
ring the day. 

Leaving a portion of the troops to assist the pro- 
vision train across the stream, the principal part of 
the army, with the baggage and ammunition wagons 
marched on to cross the Sabinas, five miles distant, 
before camping. This was found not to be so wide’ 
but, if possible, more rapid than the Almos, with 
quicksands on either bank. The men were fatigued 
with the Jabor of the morning when they reached jt. 
but here was an obstacle still to be overcome and with 
redoubled energy they set to work to master it. The 
same course had to be pursued in crossing the wagons 
as atthe Almos. Men and ropes were found fay 
more serviceable than horses and mules. There 
were not wagons suflicient to cross the men on, and 
a bridge of empty wagons was made aeross the main 
part of the stream by fastening the wagons together, 
still the men ‘ad to wade to their waists to get on 
and off the wagons. 

This was bad enough, but the hardships of the day 
were aggravated by another circumstance. It took 
so much time to cross over the artillery and staff 
wagons, (who were given preference over the yo. 
unteers,) that more than half the company wagons 
of the regiment of volunteers had tobe left on the 
opposite side of the riverfrum the troops. The con. 
sequence was, that after tugging all day at the ropes, 
pulling wagons over, and going without any dinner, 
the majority of the men had to lie down at night in 
their wet clothes without tents, blankets or food, 

Many were the accidents and narrow escapes of 
the day. Several men wé¥e washed away from the 
wagons, and were only saved by extraordinary ex- 
ertions. One ef the artillerists was washed off 
the gun carriege, and both wheels passed over his 
legs, yet they were not broken, as the swiftness of 
the current doubtless prevented the whole weight of 
the cannon frou coming upon him. Several mules 
were drowned. A quartermaster’s wagon was upset 
in the Subinas, and his papers and etores floated 
down in admirable confusion. 

Neither wag ti.ere any want of commanders; for 
both the generals, with all the colonels, the whole 
staff, and all the wagon masters, were giving orders 
at the top of their. Jungs, and with the most violent 
gesticulations. 

In the midst of this babel of orders and counter 
orders, mingled as it was with the roaring of the 
mountain torrent, the shouting of officers, and the 
imprecations of wagoners, Maj. Warren quietly 
slipped off to ore side amongst the bushes to take 
the matier more easily. Under some brush by the 
side of the river, he discovered an Arkansas volun- 
teer sitting down, from whose clothes the water was 
still dripping. His head was between his knees, and 
he was deeply soliloquiz ng. 

“Well,” said he, ‘if this is war, I ain’t in no 
more.”’ 

‘What is the matter?” inquired the major. 

“Why,” answered the Rackensacker, ‘‘] was stan: 
ding on the bank up there with my hands in my 
pockets, thinking 1 might as well take it easy, as | 
didn’t own any of them wagons, when along comes 
the general, and shouted out, ‘what are you doing 
there on the bank, you lazy fellow? Why don’t you 
jump in and help that wagoner?’ without taking time 
to take a ehaw of tobacco, I pitched in likea frog 
and seized hold of the wagon and worked as hard 
as if] had been ata gander pulling. And was still 
at it, a giving of orders equal to the best of thea, 
when here comes a general’s aidercong and screaming 
out ‘What the d—! are you doing there in the way? 
With that I leaped out of the river like a water dog. 
Now you see, stranger, I came here to fight them 
Mexicans, and not to make a mule of myself to hau! 
wagons, and | say again, if this is war I ain’t inne 
more.” 





Near Saltillo, Feb. Sth 1847. 


MONCLOVA—ITS SURRENDER-—-AND ITS INHABITANTS 


The Hacienda Hermanus is situated in a mountall 
valley from thence to Monclova our route ran through 
valleys; with the horison bordered on all sides J 
mountains. Since that time our route has led 
four hundred miles in Mexico, and never lias the sv! 
reached his evening be.!, one single evening, without 
his rays being intercepted by a mountain peak. : 

We passed several ranches, and a sinali mud v* 
lage, and before reaching Menclova, found ourselves 
beyond the confines of grass. Prickly-pear and thorn 
bushes eovered hill and valley. 

On the 30th October we encamped near Monclov3: 
We continued encamped in its vicinity for seve” 
weeks, during which time we had an opportunily vs 
seeing the town and studying the manners and habi 





of ils people. 
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‘merchants replenish their stock from different places. 


) serted houses, which are going to destruction. The 


| Most of them have also a custom house officer. It 
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Monclova is situated at the foot of one of the 

ountains of the Bolsonde Mapimis, and its houses 
border a beautful, noisy rivulet, whose waters are 
gistributed through the town. It contains about six 
thousand inhabitants, and is the centre of a consider- 
able trade. There are thirty or forty stores in the 

lace, some of which have good stocks ef goods. The 


Yost of their goods are brought from Matamoros— 
some from San Luis—others are brought across the 
continent, from Mazatlan. Silks and Canton crapes 
sre not more costly than in the United States; but 
woollen and cotton goods usually sell for twice the 
price they will command in the villages in the United 
States. Broadcloths are an exception, and bring 
about the same price asin the United States. 

The houses are built of adobes, one story high. The 
streetsaare narrow, and intersect each other at right 
angles. This town, like most others, has many de- 


washings of a few rainy seasons make them a mass 
of rubbish, and often fill the adjacent street a foot or 
twoindepth. A slight hillseparates the town from 
Puebla, in which there is a handsome alemeda or prom- 
enade, three huncred yards in length, set around with 
fne cotton wood trees, and bordered with a rivulet 
of water; stone seats, neatly plastered, furnish oppor- 
tunities for repose. ‘This is the favorite resort of the 
inhabitants in the afternoons and evenings, during 
the warm months. Ina country where trees are so 
rare, such a retreat is peculiarly pleasant. 

There ss another smaller alameda in the main town 
similarly ornamented. There also several plazas, 
which are to be found in all Mexican towns. 

Every Mexican town, of many inhabitants, in ad- 
dition to its Alcalde, has a prefect, or govetnor.— 


matters little what the theory of the government may 
be; it is certain, practically, that their powerover the 
inhabitants of the town is wholly unlimited. 

A day or two after leaving Santa Rosa, General 
Wool received a protest from the prefeet of Monclo- 
va, in which he informed the general that hie advarce 
wasa violation of the armistice then existing be- 
tween the governments of their respective countries, 
requesting him not to proceed to Monclova; and fur- 
ther advising him, that if he persisted in doing so, 
ismarch would be resisted. All this was consid- 
ered Mexican rhodomontade, and our march con- 
inued. 

The evening we arrived in the vicinity of Monelo- 
asoon after our tents were pitched, a cavalcade, of 

dozen richly caparisoned cavalleros approached 
bur camp, and were conducted to head quarters.— 

hey were the prefect, and other officers of the town, 
who thinking *‘discretion the better part of valor,” 
wisely determined to welcome the arrival of the 
general and his army as friends instead of shooting 
them as enemies. They formally informed the 
peneral that no resistance would be made, invited 
im to march into town, and offerred to furnish him 
ith quarters. 

Like many others, | was more struck with the 
ress aid Equipage of the party, than with their mes- 
age. 

They were dressed, some in cloth, others in vel- 
el, but most in buckskin pants, with seven dozen 
uilons on each pair of pants, studded on the outer 
ams of the legs. A sash tied tightly round the 
alist, upheld the pants. Calico or cambric shirts, 
ith the bosoms of those worn by the dandies, richly 
orked, covered the upper man. Over this was a 




















tad. A sombrero of fur, covered with b'ack shi- 
ng oil cloth, was stuck jauntily on the head, and on- 
sufficient to cover a portion of it, as it is not fashion- 
l@lowear one large enough for the head. The 


olees, and when mounted they were completely 
nolhered in their Jarge wooden stirrups and leather 
sings. A plaited whip of raw ex hide, with a 
"st With a fanciful string, was held in the hand.— 
uge pair of iron spurs with the burrs three inches 
oss, and ornamented with little bells which tin- 
ed as the horse moved, were fastened on his feet 
th leather straps, broidered with silk. To com 


le the cavallero’s custume—around his shoulders | days, to carry a despatch. 


S thrown, with graceful negligence, the indispeu- 

*sarape, or blanket, of the finest work and gay- 
peer a. No Mexican ever leaves his home 
, oul this gay oovering. It is as indispensable to 
_ ® gun to the sportsman, a sabre to a dragoon or 
be rene to an aid-de-camp. In warm weather, 

Yorn around the waist like a sash, and on horse. 
ag on tne saddle, with the ends falling 
| - y down. When the weather is the least 
ne ‘€ envelops himself in its ample folds, 

ig One end tastefully over the left shoul- 


roadeloth roundabout, richly covered with silk | the sides. ] 


sombrero bids defiance tothe weather. 
ferms his bed and covering. It is not only an ar- 
ticle of use, but of the greatest pride to the wearer. 
Every man purchases as fine a one as he is able— 
the price of fine ones usually worn by the Spaniards 
varying from thirty to eighty dollars, though some- 
times ranging as high as four hundred dollars. Gay 
eolors usually predominate in their formation—red, 
orange, green, blue, &c., being most in vogue.— 
Patternsareas various asthe figures in a kaleide- 
scope, and most of the fine ones are very beautiful. 
The trappings of the horses, however, took the 
crowd more than the riders. The pommels of the sad- 
dies, the cantels, and holes in the cantels sufficient to 
admit the hand, and the different fastenings of the sad- 
die, were plated withsolid silver. A heavy housing 
of worsted werk, or more frequentiy of horse hair, 
was fastened behind the saddle, and covered the 
loins of the horse. A large piece of stamped leath- 
er covered the stirrups, and protected the feet of the 
rider from the bushes, and hung down like an over- 
grown set of ears of fox hounds. The saddle tree was 


At night, it 
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One of their principal 
[ amusements isto put a horse at full speed, and sud- 
denly bring him up standing on his hannches. Owing 
to the severity of the bit, and their position in the 
saddle, they bear no weight on the bridle, and do 
not depend upon it to steady them in riding. With 

a well trained horse, their arms are consequent! 
free, and this gives them the opportunity of throwing 
the lasso with so much freedom and certainty. 

Notwithstanding the excellency of the honseman- 
ship of the Mexicans, such is their inferiority in sta- 
ture to the Americans, as well as that of their hor- 
ses, that their cavalry never can be formidable to 
disciplined American troops. 

_ By the time the prefect and his associate dignita- 
ries had gotten through surrendering the government 
of the town to the general, the outsiders had com- 
pleted the inspection of the rigging of the party.— 
Both parties were therefore ready for a mutual sop- 
eration. 

The Mexicans mounting their mettlesome horses, 
moved back to Monclova in the greatest possible can- 








eovered with leather stamped inte various figures, and 
of infinite work. The bridle buckles were of silver; 


ter. And the soldiers dispersed, after oxpressing a 
partly unanimous wish, thatthey might meet a lot of 
such fellows in battle, so that they could supply 





the ends of al] the pieces of leather in the headstall, 
the brow-band, and various ornaments sufficient to 
conceal nearly ail the Jeather of the headstall, were 
of solid silver. The reins were of different material; 
some of hair, some of worsted, some of plaited lea- 
ther, and some of plated silver wire—but all per- 
fectly reund, and of the size of a bed cord. The bit 
was of curiously worked iron, with an iron ring curb, 
which is the only bitused in the country. A long 
hairlaryat, with the strands of different colors, was 
fastened around the horse’s neck, and hung in a coil 
from the pommnel of the saddle. 

These massive trappings were on their best Mexi- 
can ponies, for a well grown horse 1a not to be found 
in Mexico, fourteen hands being the measure of a tal! 
Mexican pony. They showedthe marks of good 
keeping and thorough breaking, and would curvet 
for hulf an hour under the shade ofa tall cotton wood. 
This rolling, frolicking, cavorting gait, is considered | 
the most perfect one a horse can have, for a Mexican 

never rides in a trot, andrarely ina walk, The can- 

ter is his passion. 

A fine Mexican saddle costs from fifty to five hun- 

dred dollars, the head stall of a bridle from twenty 

five to fifty do!lars, and silver reins from thirty five 

to one hundred dollars. A Mexiean pony costs from 

ten to thirty dollars. A few will bring more, but 

they are rare. When all this costly rigging is put | 
upon a diminutive pony, which the owner would sell | 
fur twenty collars, it does look very like ‘running 

the thing into the ground.” 

Thise civil dignitaries were accompanied (as is 

the universal custom with those who can afford it) 

by pons, to hold their horses. ‘These were dressed 

differently, in some respects, from their masters.— 

The sombrero was of coarser material, usually of 

wool, with a fancy hat band—some of which were 

broad bands of beads, worked like fancy bead purses | 
—others were of silk or leather, with large silver 

ornaments on them. 

The nether garments were of deer skin, fastened 

at the outer sices for six inches below the waist, and 

open from there down. White cotton drawers half 

a yard in width, projected their ample folds through 

the epen sides of the pants. [These open overalls are 

the peculiar distinction of the pwons. For, either by 

eustom or law, they never wear their pants closed at 


_cupids are met by the dozan. 


themselves with silver mounted saddles and fine blan- 
kets. ILLINOIS. 


February 9, 1847. 
NEW MEXICANS, MALES AND FEMALES. 

Passing along the streets of Monclova, a person 
has an ample opportunity of contempleting the mus- 
cular development of the pawons. When at work 
they strip to the buff, except their leather pants and 
drawers. 

Riding along through the back streets, little naked 
Sometimes a very 
small Venus appears in the same uniform. One, 
something under ten years old, was dressed in the 
extreme of the fashiou—in a pair of shoes and a hair- 
string. The girls, however, are generally provided 
with clothing as soon as they can leave the house.— 
The little boys go through a course of case harden- 
ing before they are indulged in such an unnecessary 
luxury. 


If you will walk along the bank of the rivulet any 


_-—— 


day, Sundays not excepted, you will see a row of 


women on their knees by the edge of the stream 
washing clothes. If this is not a passion, it is cer- 
tainly the chief occupation of the women. They do 
nut take the water to their houses to wash, but al- 
ways lake the clothes to the water. Here they will 
be found all hours of the day, chatting and washing. 
They do not boilthe clothes. ‘(heir wash-board isa 
smooth stone, with one end in the water, and getting 
upon this on their knees, which seems to be an easier 
position to them than standing. they will remain for 
hours, chatting and rubbing the dirt from all sorts of 
garments, 

‘Well, how are they dressed?” did you gay. 

Why they are dressed, but there is so little variety 
in the dress of 3 peun woman that it is easily des- 
cribed. They weara white cotton chemise, and a red 
flannel petticoat—sometimes a blue one is indulged 
in—this is sewn to a piece of cotton eloth, six ur eight 
inches in width, and is gathered round the body.— 
When not washing, they wear shoes without stock- 
ings, but on washing days both are dispensed with.— 
When not washing, a long scarf is thrown over the 
body and wound around the person. 


One of the chief occupations of the women in 
doors 1s looking each others heads for vermin. If 





A white eotton shirt covered the shoulders, and | 
the better dressed wore a jacket of deer skin, adurn- | 
ed with stripes of stamped leather. Shoes of red | 
leather, with large spurs, were on their feet; and a | 


Their horse furniture was much less costly than | 
their masters, yet was in such abundance as to penn 


indie eight inches long and fastened around the| ceal the whole body of their ponies. 


These paons followed their masters like shadows, | 
watched their movements without a word; and at the | 
waving of a hand, darted off at full speed to execute | 
an order. They are the express riders of the coun- 
try, and will ride incredible distanoes in one or two 


The Mexicans are most accomplished riders. Their 
stirrup leathers are fastened to the saddle much fur- 
ther back than is usualin the United States. The 
seats of the saddle ure also smaller. When a person 
mounts one, and gets his feet inserted into their 
broadg wooden stirrups, he finds himself standing 
right across the herse. To a person unaccustomed 
to it, this is a very uncomfortable position, yet it 
gives the rider better command of his horse, and 
whichever way he may dodge, the rider is still safe 
in the saddle. 





When it rains, he inserts his head through a 





Their bridle bits are very severe, giving the rider 


they would keep out of the doors when thus engag- 
ed, | would not mention this disgusting habit; but 
in passing along the street where the common 
people dweli, you will observe more than half of 
them sitting in the light ef the door thus busily en- 


tt were encased in soft pliant black buckskin | heavy blanket, of divers colors, enveloped their | gaged. 
waists, 


there are several churches in Moncloya, but all 
are going to ruin except one. This is the priacipal 
church, and is situated on the plaza. It is built of 
stone, in the shape of a cross, and plastered on the 
vulside, and partially stained a brick-dust color.— 
There is something massive and sudstantial, but noth- 
ing elegant in the structure. 

Karly on Sunday morning, in company with anum- 
ber of officers, I went to mass. We arrived some- 
time before the congregation, and 1 had an Opportu- 
nity of examining the church. The fluor is of dirt 
well worn into holes. There was but one seat and 
that was not intended for the audience—this, by the 
way, the officers were invited to occupy. There was. 
an altar at each of the three upper ends of the cross. 
A number of statues decorated the altars, or were 
suspended over them. An image of the Virgin, done 
up in wax, with an old white night-cap on, and a 
broad frill of gold, four inches wide, setting out from 
the head like a pair of wings, and which was placed 
over the main altar, was the chief object of adora- 
tion ia the room. 
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Above the statues were several large unframed 
pictures. One I took to be a representative of death 
on the pale horse; another was the Virgin showing 
the infant Jesus to a crowd of worshippers, all of 
whom have their backs to her, and were looking at 
the audience. In the back ground, are various 
groups of admiring five and six headed angels, who 
are also busily intent upon ogling the crowd. These 
paintings and statues are daubs, which only deserve 
a notice from the conspicuous position they oecupy, 
and as specimens of the ornaments of the Mexican 
churches. 

Presently the people began to assemble; but before 
1 had time to look at them, my equanimity was sadly 
disturbed by one of the general’s staff, whose face 
was overgrown with an extensive undergrowth of 
carroty chaparral. He very inconsiderately seated 
himself in the Bishop's large velvet covered chair, 
and throwing his head back, brought his red chapar- 
ral above the horizon. He seemed prodigiously 
pleased with his seat. Notso the audience. They 
looked as though they thought it sacrilege. The lu 
dicrousness and impropriety of the scene was soon 
changed, by the removal of the chaparral and its ow- 
ser from the velvet chair, on the suggestion of one 
of his brother officers. | 

By this time a large audience had assembled. A_ 
few were lookers on like myself. Many were Ca. | 
tholic soldiers from our army, who had come to join | 
in the celebration of mass. By far the largest por- 
tion, however, were women. As soon as one would 
enter the church, she sought a vacant place, knelt 
down and repeated a prayer, and remained in that 
position during the whole time of mass. They 
appeared very attentive to the hearing of mass, re 
peating prayers and counting their beads; so also 
did the Mexican men, but there were very few 
present. PS hea 

A well fed, good looking priest, dressed in his rich 
sacerdotal robes, now commenced the chauntiag of 
mass. Immediately music was struck up in one of 
the wings of the cross, by a band consisting of two 
clarionets, a bugle, French horn, a bass drum, and a 
small tenor drum, very much out of time. It was 
strangely wild and shrill. At intervals, during the 
whole ceremony, the music continued to play, and 
made the high vaultec arches of that large church 
sonorous with its strains. Jt seeimed like the over- 
tures of an Italian opera run wild. 

The solemnity of the occasion, the mixture of the 
audience, the sight of American soldiers and Mexi- 
cans, whose governmcnts were at war, bowing to- | 
gether before the same altar—the variegated cos- | 
tume of the crowd, and the strange, wild strains of 
the music, made the whole a scene singularly strik- 
ing. 

Mass beng over, and the benediction pronounced, 
the crowd dispersed in perfect arder. 

‘*But you have not descrided any of the senoritas!” | 
Well, 1 thought 1 would get out o: the church betore | 
I did that. And first as to their dress—as that, in 
these modern days, is considered the most important 

art in the making up of a woman. 

The better class of Mexican wo.nen wear dresses 
of calico, or painted muslin, made up after New Or- 
leans patierns—bustles included. ‘!’heirhair, which 
is always black, is braided up, and fastened with a 
small tortoise shel! comb; vo curls are warn. Slip- 
pers and silk stockings adorn tbeir small feet and 
ankles—gloves rarely touch their taper fingers. Bon- 
nets are never worn—l1 have not seen one in Mexico. 
In lieu of bonnet and shawl, (he senorita throws | 
over her head and around ber shoulders, a reboso.— | 
This is a Jong scart, generally of fine cotton u.anu- | 
facture, though it is sometimes of silk, and costs from | 
five to five hundred dollars. It is drawn over the | 
head, and sumetimes the face, when a womaa thinks 
she 1s pretty—then wrapped around the bosom, and 
one end thrown gracetully over the shoulder. In 
doors or out of doors, busy or idle, the reboso is never | 
jaid aside. lt is always grave, and usually of some 
quaker color. A tasty Chinese fan embellishes their 
email bands; and a profusion of rings and beads adorn 
their persons. 

In intelligence and colloquial powers, they are 
considered far superior to the men. Few of them 
have opportunities of obtaining even tolerable educa- 
tions. Nearly all, however, can read; and many of 
them exercise thet supreme authority over the rough- 
er sex, which it is their privilege to assum: when- 
ever they can do it. 

The persons of nearly all Mexican women are 
well formed. They are remarkable for small hands, 
feet,and ankles. ‘ihey never disfigure themselves 
with stays. ‘Their complexions are of all colors— 
from snowy white to copper yellow. Perhaps I had 
better take the snowy color back, as there is so little 
snow in this country, and call it brunette, which is the 
i\c us tth+ Spaniards. ‘Their hair 
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auburn hair ard blue eyes are seen; but golden tres- 
ses never. The rich, warm southern blood is some- 
times surmounting the cheek, and reminding an un- 
pledged subaltern of some romantic story of the de- 
voted love of a dark eyed maid of Castile. And their 
faces and features. How can I deseribe them? I 
wish this task in another’s hands—for, oh cracky — 
they are most awfully ugly. 

Don't start, Mr. Reader—I know Miss Reader 
will not—I have seen some handsome women in my 
day, but they did not live in Mexico. It is much 
easier to follow the fashion, and describe them as 
dark eyed houris, languishing and sighing in volaptu- 
ous beauty over some concealed devotion for a noble 
cavalier. He who thus sees thei in Mexico is blind- 
er than cupid; and he who thus paints tiem, must 
feel for his colors. 

1 do not say there are not handsome women in 
Mexico. [ have heard of such beings; but when 
sought for, I always found them like the milk sick- 
ness—a few doors further off. By the laws of our na- 
ture man is bound to adinire woman in every cli- 
mate; and where he has never seen those different 
lands, some at home must be handsomer than others. 
Yet, when compared with my own fair country-wo- 
men, the whole class of Mexican women must be 
set down as decidedly homely. In point of looks, 
they are far inferior to the men, for many of those, 
of Spanish descent, are remarkably handsome. 

There is one good quality in Mexican women, 

which is sufficient to redeem a multitude of faults: 
that is their charity and kindness to the distressed.— 
In these qualities they are rarely equalled. 
. Many of them have fine dark eyes, handsome eye- 
brows, beautiful teeth, and glossy black hair. The 
Mexican Indian women have broad cheek bones, 
low foreheads, copper complexions, and in a word, 
are just like other Indians. ‘Ihe Mestizos, or de- 
scendants of Spaniards and Indians, who form the 
greater pait of the “‘upper court,” in Mexico, have 
too many of the characteristic features of the Indi- 
ans lo permit the women to possess a high style of 
beauty. 

The Mexicans have very fine voices. The voices 
of the women flow on in liquid sweetness. There is 
no language in the world which falls so softly and 
sweetly on the ear as the Spanish. It is divested of 
harsh gutturals, and runs on in smooth melodious 
harmony. 

Should an unfledged, greenish bachelor, who had 
not seen an American woman for months, find him- 
self sitting on a cushion beside a dark haired, bright 
eyed girl, whose delicate hand was playing with his 
sash, and whose fascinating vuice, melodiously lisp- 
ed, in her native language, thoughts of kindness and 
deeds of charily—while bright thoughts and warm 
emotions radiated in rosy tits over her animated 
countenance—then, why then, I should not be sur- 
prised if he actually believed that Mexican girls were 
decidedly handsome. It would be very ungallant if 
he did not. And in his next letter he would paint 
from fancy the dark eyed houris of the Mexican val. 
leys. Alas for me! 1 am beyond that age, and only 
see tiem as nature made them. 

Yours, &e. ILLINOIS. 
February 10th, 1847. 
MEXICAN AGRICULTURE. 


Again is my pen resumed to write another letter. 
Tattoo has beaten, and quiet is reigning through the 
camp. Does a curious subscriber enquire how J find 
time, and feel a disposition to write so much, he is 
easily answered. Fora period of years 1 have de- 
voted many hours each day to reading and writing. | 
In camp, books are few—papers and letters come 
like angels’ visits,—that is, Mexican angels—five or 
six in two weeks to a whule regiment. Many hours 
have lo be spent in idle, unprofitable conversation, 
or in some other manner. I employ some of my 
leisure moments in writing—ét is my amusement. 1 
have been fond of traveling, and have seen much of 
j our country. Scenes and customs in Mexico are so 
different from aught | had imagined or seen, that 
their peculiarities have been noted. It affords me 
| occupation and pleasure to blot them down with a 
running quill. A letter is dashed off at a sitting, the 
day of its date, and sent unannealed into the express 
bag, with its crude faults upon it. If they are worth 
their room in your paper, and afford instruction or 
amusement to your readers, whom 1 know are my 
friends, for they are all friends of the far distant vo- 
lunteerc—they will have answered the purpose of the 
writer. 

The chief agricultural productions from the Presi- 
dio to Monclova, are corn, sugar and cotton; of the 
latter, not much is grown, as there are no gins or 
factories, and but littledemand for it. It grows fine- 
ly, the stalk being never killed by the cold of winter. 


second is planted in July or Ist of August, 
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Sugar grows finely, and only needs a little 
and adequate machinery to enable the inhabitants ;, 
produce large quantities of it. It is not graineg as 
with us, but when in syrup is run into moulds resem. 
bling small Juaves of loaf sugar, called piloneey 
weighing about a pound. ' 
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ground is not too lazy to tend it. The first is plant. 
ed in March, and gathered in June and July. ‘py, 
and ga. 
thered in November and December. When a 
arrived at Monclova, the Ist ot November, roagtip 
ears and green fodder were abundant for ourse}ye, 
and horses, from the second crop. This is the prin. 
cipal crop of the year, as it is less liable to injury 
from the vicissitudes of the weather than the first, 
crop. The yield of the corn is about fifty bushels t, 
the acre in a tilled field. With good culture the 
quantity would be increased very considerably, Ty, 
stalks grow to an enormous height. I have gee, 
them often around Monclova so tall, that when git. 
ing on my horse, which is full sixteen hands high, | 
could not reach the ears of corn. 

In the vicinity of Monclova, wheat is grown, The 
country begins to be elevated, and beyond it sugar 
cannot be profitably raised. 

A well known physiological fact is continually 
presented to notice: that is, that latitude alone doe; 
not govern the production. Wheat cannot be rajs. 
ed, profitably, or of good quality, in Louisiana. Ye, 
here, in latitude 25° and 26°, several hundred miles 
further south than Louisiana, it is grown to perfec. 
tion. Soare apples and peaches. This is owing to 
the elevation of the country above the level of tte 
sea. 


At Cienegas, a village fifty miles west of Monclo. 
va, large quantities of excellent wheat are raised— 
There are two flourishing mills at Monclova, pro. 
pelled by the stream which passes through the town, 
The best Mexican flour is not equal in appearance 
to the American article. It is generally sold with. 
out being belted at all. We used large quantities of 
this unbolted flour in the army. It makes a very 
sweet, palatable, and healthy brown bread. Itis, 
however, hard to take down, and the soldiers gene- 
rally disliked to use it, as they said they did not like 
to be fed on so much bran, to so little flour. 

The Mexicans keep small sieves in their houses, 
to separate the bran fromthe flour. It then makesa 
light bread; and 1 must say, I have never eaten 
sweeter or better light bread than is made by the 
bakers in Monclova and Parras. | 

Oats and rye are not grown in Mexico. Corn it 
not generally fed to horses. When they are fed will 
grain at ull, itis usually with barley, which grows 
finely; but little of it is raised, however. | 

Nearly all descriptions of vegetables grow finely. 
With most kinds, a person may select his own time 
for planting. Fresh peas, lettuce, beans, &c., maj 
be had the year round, by planting them repeated: 
ly. Isaw peas six inches in length, growing 
Parras, the 16th of December, which were planted 
fora winter crop. As the climate is so propitious 
and all plants have to be reared by irrigation, 
planter or gardener may select his own time [of 
planting. 

It might not be profitable to plant corn in he 
fall; but there is a wide range from February (0 Au 
gust, to put it into the ground; and still have a go 
crop. ne 
Oranges grow beautifully and magnificently; 
to our great disappointment, they are all of! 
sour kind. Sweet oranges are cultivated Farle 
south, and in lower plains and valleys, near the § 
coast. 


An execution to be Jevied on Irish potatoes, fs 
into Mexico, would be returned, ‘‘not found In y 
bailiwick.” ‘They cannot be profitably pales | 
the aid of a search warrant, and a magnifying 6” 
I did find a few in Saltillo. They were the sizé” 
marbles and pigeons’ eggs, and were of little acc? 
to eat. od 

Pumpkins, and a variety of squashes, grow 3 
antly, and are much used. As a general thing, | | 
few vegetables are used by the Mexicans, exctP 
pepper. 

The farming utensils of the Mexicans Je 
rudest possible description. It has been we - 
that they seem to be opposed to change 4 
kind, except in their governors and governmen 
same utensils which were used by Cortez, i 
conquest, in the sixteenth century, are usc 2 
day in Mexico. 

Riding, on the 10th of December, up the vee 
which Parras is situated, I came to a field ¥" 


are of Mu 








It might be profitably cultivated, if there was a de 
‘mand for it. 


% ow! 
they were sowing wheat. The sower pate 
the wheat broadcast on the unplowed gt ye 
| ‘Twenty-three plows followed each other 






















































































































Corn grows well, and yields abundantly. Two 
crops of itare made in a year, if the occupant of th, 
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me land, plowing the wheat in. A contrivance 
‘or a harrow, leveled the ground after the plows.— 
Each plow gas drawn by two oxen. The plows 
were of the same pattern used by the Romans two 
thousand years since. They were made of the fork 
of a small tree, one prong of which answered for the 
beam, and was cut long enough to fasten the oxen 
to; the other prong was cut off about four feet long | 
pm sharpened at the end, and a single stick fastened 
into the fork and projecting back, made the handle. 
This was the whole plow—lock, stock and barrel.— 
When a forked tree eannot be found, the short stick 
js morticed into the long one. The short prong was 
the coulter—the long one the beam. This was fas- 








tened by araw hide thong, to the ox yoke, which, 


in ture, was fastened in front of, and to the horns of | has blasted our expectations, and they have retired 
the oxen, by another raw hide thong. The handle, in the direction of Tampico or Vera Cruz, no doubt | 
was held by a pweon, who was armed in the other | fully informed of the intended movements of Gene- 
hand with a long pole, with a sharp goad in the end | ral Scott, as disclosed by the despatches which fell 
of it, which he unsparingly plunged into the oxen to | into their hands at Ville Grande, upon the murder 


uvicken their speed, or to change their direction. 
Some of the better plows have the coulter shod 


with a piece of iron, resemblirg a bull-tongue, eight | him. 


inches Jong, and tapering from thence to two inehes 


atthe point. This is the greatest improvement made | this place, intending to advance upon San Luis as 


upon the plow. 





Some ladies in the United States, seem to be fond 
of traveiling in stages and railroad cars with squall- 
ing children, to the great ahnoyance of their fellow 
passengers. I would advise such, by all means, to 
try a Mexican cart, for however much a cross grain- 
ed brat may scream and bawl, it would not in the 
least disturb his neighbors, or interfere with the 
harsh discord produced by the outlandish screeching 


of a Mexican cart. 
Yours, &c. ILLINOIS. 


oo 





February 13th, 1847. 
HORRID MASSACRE. 
The last time 1 wrote you, we were in daily ex- 
pectation of an attack from the enemy; but ten days 


of Lieutenant Ritchie, and they have gone, together 
with all the disposable force at San Luis, to meet 


Gen. Taylor has established his headquarters at 


closed, and feet crossed. 
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longing to one of the most enlightened and civilized 
nations of the globe. Let us no longer complain of 
Mexican barbarity—poor, degraded, “priest ridden” 
as she is. 

No act of inhuman cruelty, perpetrated by her 
most desperate robbers, can excel the work of yes- 
terday, committed by our soldiery. God knows how 
many of the unarmed peasantry have been sacrificed 
to atene the blood of poor Colquitt. The Arkansas 
regiment say not Jess than thirty have been killed.— 
I think, however, that at least twenty of them have 
been sent to their eternal rest. I rode through the 
chaparrals and found a number of their dead bodies, 
not yet cold. The features, in every instance, were 
composed and tranquil—lying upon their backs, eyes 
You would have supposed 
the» sleeping, but forthe gory stream which be- 
dewed the turf around them. In some instances, 
after the vital spark had fled, in the overflow of de- 
moniac vengeance, the carbine ball dashed out the 
brains of its clayey victim. Death, in all its horrors, 
[ have seen, and been familiar with from beyhocd, 
and I could not feel the dread reality before me un- 
til Col. B. and myself rode down the ‘‘arroyo,” to 
where, from the curling smoke, we supposed the 











soon as his quota of the new volunteers reach us.— 


The ground is never thoroughly broken up, and is Why are they so dilatory in their movements? Nine | 


only scratched into furrows a few inches deep. Ef. | sew regiments have been called out, when thirty 
) Should have been asked for. 


forts have been made to introduce better plows, and 
some have been brought from the United States.— 
But the Mexicans did not like to use them. They 
were soon broken or thrown aside as useless, because 
no one would plow with them. 

The harrow was as simple a contrivance as the 
plough, and consisted of a single stick of square tim- 
ber, the size of a joist, fastened in two places witha 
raw hide rope to keep it square to the front, and 
drawn by a yoke of oxen to level the ground. 

The melate, or stone corn mill, used for preparing 
tortillas, is the same article that was used by the 
judians at the first conquest of Mexico. 

Their hoes are clumsy, rough machines, deeidedly 
worse than the meanest hoe in old Virginia—and 
that is about as bad a character as] know how to 
give them. 

Their axes are long and clumsy, with blades about 
three inches wide, and resemble the upper part of a 
pick axe or grubbing hoe. It looks remarkable that 
they should ever be able to peck a tree down with 
one. ‘The great superiority of the American axe is 
so evident, that some few venturesome persons have 
commenced the use of them. 

A Mexican cart is the most unique of all their in- 
ventions. It has nota piece of iron in it or about at. | 
It is constructed entirely of wood and raw hide.— 
The axle tree is a rough hewed log, rounded at the 
ends. The wheels are made of knotty live oak, two 
feet and a half through the hub, and trimmed down 
lo seven inches inthe tread. ‘I'wo slabs of the same 
width are pinned to the centre piece, to give rotun 
dity to the wheel. A heavy tongue is morticed into 
the axle, and has a wooden pin inserted through the 
upper end, by which to fasten it to the yoke. The 
body is made of wooden poles, inserted into round 
taplings eight feet long. This ia used for hauling 
wood, &c. When they wish to haul corn, coro- 
slalks are placed across the wouden poles and lashed 
lightly to them, with strips of raw hide. When 
Wheat or shelled corn is to be carried, they line the 
inside of the stalk bed with matting made of the pal 
milla, which resembles the material of which gunony 
bags are made. 


The ox yoke is a piece of timber five inehes wide 
and three inches thick, slightly indented near each 
end. This is tied in front of, and across the horns, 
With a piece of tough raw hide. Another piece fas- 
lens the yoke tightly to the tongue of the cart. A 
second yuke of cattle 1s usually fastened to the cart. 
A strong rope of raw hide, of sufficient length, fas- 
lens their yoke to the tongue of the cart. 

The driver moves along by the side of the curt, 
sometimes on foot and sometimes riding an ugly, ill- 
batured looking mustang, with a long ox goad in his 

and. He uses this very freely, and when he wishes 
lo “file left,” he pops his goad into the off ox, who 
‘crews his tail aud runs around his fellow, and 
changes the direction of the cart. ‘They move more 

tiskly than American oxen. ‘This is no wonder, for 
they are all taught to “walk Spanish.” 

they haul very large Joads in these carts, and 
hg as fast as horse teams usually doona jour- 

A Mexican frequently carries his wife and chil- 

ren in these carts. He then puts a raw hide on the 
ae to keep the children from falling through, 

‘* Puls another over the top for a cover—when, in 
trawls the whole family. As soon as “‘all’s set,” he 
"eg at his oxen, as a bear hunter would do when 

se On bruim, and off starts the whole cuntrivance, 


The Mexican paneee | 
are not understood in our country. Although igno. 
rant, and debased by their rulers, they are proud, 
haughty and revengeful, and are now, by the stupid | 
blunder of our worthy President, more united under | 
the lead of Santa Anna than they have been for years | 
past. There is but one spirit amongst them in refer- | 
ence to the war, ard to think of conquering a united | 
people of eight millions, against the great natural | 
advantages we are to contend with, with twenty-five | 
or thirty thousand men, you will find Quixotic 
enough before the first of July. It is impossible for | 
Gen. Taylor to advance against San Luis which is 
strongly garrisoned, with less than ten thousand men. 
He has now not more than half that number, and 
should be reinforced by four of the new regiments | 
and Worth’s brigade of regulars. 1 believe our vo- 
lunteer troops are as fine as any who were ever led 
to battle in our armies, but a brigade of regulars, 
who have been under fire and ina fine state of disci- 
pline, would form a nucleus for our volunteers, and | 
would be of the greatest advantage in storming the | 
enemy’s works, which are represented as very strong | 
at San Luis. Our old ‘“‘Rough and Ready” will | 
move forward about the middle of next month, | 
by which time we should be reinforced, when a hard | 
fight may be anticipated under the works of Sar 
Luis. 


Some most unfortunate events have transpired in 
our column Jately, which will arouse the vengeance 
of the ‘‘pisanos”’ in this country against our troops, 
and will furnish the disaffected at home, with new 
food for vituperation against the war. Occasional | 
murders of our men have been perpetrated ever | 
since we have been in the country—all killed by the | 

| 


| 
| 
| 


lasso. The Arkansas regiment of horse, from their 
having been employed as scouts, and occupying the 
outposts, have been particularly exposed to this gue- 
rilla warfare, and have lost four or five of their men. 
The day belore yesterday, it was reported that one 
of their number had been killed by the Mexicans, as 
he had been missing from camp since the day before, 
when he went out to look for his horse. Search was 
made for the body, and it was found about a thou- 
sand yards from our camp, with a lasso around the | 
neck, and tied to a prickly pear, having been dragged | 
some three hundred yards upon the face through the 
cheparral. It presented a horrible sight; the name 
of the young man was Colquitt, a nephew of the se- 
nator. ‘Ihe Arkansas men vowed vengeance deep 
and sure. Yesterday morning, a number of them, | 
some thirty perhaps, went out to the foot of the | 
mountain, two miles off, to an “arroyo” which is 
washed in the side of the mountain, to which the 
‘‘tpisanos” of Agua Nueva had fled upon our ap- 
proach, and s00n commenced an indiscriminate and 
bioody massacre of the poor creatures who kad thus 
fled to the mountains and fastnesses for security. A 
wumber of our regiment veing out of camp, { propos- 
ed to Colone! Birsel| to mount our horses and ride to 
the scene of carnage, where 1 knew, from the dark | 
insinuations of the night before, that bloud was ruu- 
ning freely. We hastened outas rapidly as possi 
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} 
} 


| others? 
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ever felt. 


women and children of the poor creatures were se- 
creted. We rode up. Fear and anxiety were de- 
picted upon every countenance—the women crowd- 
ed around us for protection—and, notwithstanding 
they were not more than half a mile from the scene 
of this murderous butchery, they were wholly igno- 
rant of what had been going on. An old female, 
who looked as though she might be the grandmother 
of the whole, advanced to us, and in the most implor- 
ing manner, asked us to send back her husband and 
sons from the camp, where they supposed they had a!l 
been taken. I[ then told them that | feared their men 
had been killed. ‘They soon comprehended my fears 


| and the old woman asked us to lead them to the dead 


bodies; and accompanied by two little boys of about 
two years of age each, we set out for the scene of 
murder. The first body we approached the old wo- 
man exclaimed was a ‘‘carctero’’—a donde estan los 
aulres, madre de Dois, adonde iremos?—where are the 
Mother of God, where shall we got We 
then led them to another body, that of a man about 
thirty years of age, who lay as tranquil as though he 
was in the sweetest sleep. The little boy, impelled 
by that instinct which seems to lead us into trouble 
and difficulty ere it is ready for us, outstripped his 
companions, and was the first to reach the body.— 
He advanced steadily to its side; gazed upon the 
countenance, which was half concealed beneath the 
the broad bria:med sombrero; folded his hands upon 
his breast, and looked with dreaming earnestness 
upon the bloody victim of ill-timed vengeance. The 
heaving of his manly little chest, and tie silent tears 
stealing from his dark eyes, and rolling their scorch- 
ing way down his cheeks, told too ejoquently that 
the little fellow had lost a friend. 1] said to him in 
the most soothing tone | could command: **Do you 
know that man?” ‘To which he replied, ‘*Es mi pa- 
dre, cavallero;’’ walked round the body; examined the 
bullet hole in his side; turned away trom us, drew 
his sleeve across his eyes, and without an audible 
sob or 1, urmur returned to the glen, where his mo- 
ther, brothers and sisters, were to hear the tale of 
their desolation. 


No earthly power now exists to punish the perpe- 
trators of this horrid outrage. Congress, in its wis- 
dom, has refused to sanction executions in the field 
for murders committed here, and all that can be done 
is to send the perpetrators back with disgrace. The 
army condemus the bloody deed, and, but through 
the agency of Capt. Coffy, of our regiment, who ral- 
lied his men and stepped between the victims and 
their executioners, seventeen others would certainly 
have been killed, who were brought by him into 
camp. Had the Arkansas men, in the first flow of 
their excited fer lings, shot down a Mexican or two 
in retaliation for their murdered comrade, | could 
pardon, though not justify it; the wholesale slaugh- 
ter, I fear, will bring reproach upon the whole vo- 
lunteer furce. Jit was but the act of a few reckless 


| desperadocs, who care neither for God, man or them- 


selves. 

We are at the foot of the mountains, where the 
San Luis road ascends the Sierra Madre, and for two 
days have had the most searching neorther blowing | 
The night before lasi, snow fell an inch 
deep, and you never imagined a more uncomfortable 








With a full band of road music. 


ble, but owing to the thick chaparrals, the work of 
death was over before we reached the horrible 
scene, and ils perpetrators were returning to camp, 
glutted with revenge. 

The tyravnous and bloody aet is done; 

The wost arch deed of piteous massacre, 

That e’er yet our land was guilty of, 
has been consummated almost within sight of five 


thousand men, professing to be christians, and be- | 


'set than we were for filly hours, the wind driving 
| through our thin, two-thirds worn tents, as through 
\seives. 1 assure you, my temperance principles 


'would not have been shocked to have exchanged 


t@?) 


| helf an hour of *‘grand rounds” in camp, for halt an 
|hour at the Planters’, or at our inimitable friend’s of 
| the St. Louis house, even though they foreed upon 
|me a hot punck or two, during the time. 


Yours, &e. M. 
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‘THE FORCES UNDER THE COMMAND OF GENERAL | arsenals should be in the routes which may be given 


Tayior.”’ Under this caption the Washington Union 
of the 29th ult had the following leading editorial. 
**We have been permitted to examine a statement 
prepared at the office of the adjutant general of the 
army, showing, as nearly as can be ascertained, the 
amountef force left under the orders of General 
Taylor after the withdrawal of a part of the army 
of occupation for service under Gen. Scott. The 
statement embraces the regular troops Jeft under 
the command of General Taylor, together with the 
regiment of volunteers called out in November, 1846, 
three of which are known to have already arrived 
on the Rio Grande. There can be little, if any 
doubt, indeed, that they all reached Ma‘amoros be- 
fore the 23d instant. 

According to this statement, the aggregate of 
force, both regular and volunteer, under the orders 
of General Taylor, as shown upon the muster rolls, 
is 13,910. Of these 1,122 are regular troops; 8,252 
are volunteers of the levies of May and June last; 
making a total of 9,374 men, exclusive of the new 
volunteer regiments. But it iz supposed that of 
these 9,374, not more than 8,000 certainly should be 
counted as effective. Itis probable, indeed, that of 
these troops in the field, the effective force may not 
exceed 7,500. ‘To this number, however, must be 
added the new regiments of volunteers called outin 
November, 1846, amounting to 4,536. Of these not 
more than 4,000 can probably be reckoned as effec- 
live. ‘The whole actual effective force, therefore, 
under the command of Gen. Taylor, is not far from 
12,000. 

‘The same statement exhibits also, so far as is 
known, the distribution of the troops (exclusive of 
the new regiments) along the line of the Rio Grande 
from the Brazos to Camargo, and thence along the 
Jine of operations to Monterey and Agua Nueva.— 
From this part of the statement, it appears that there 
are at the posts on the Rio-Grande, including Brazos 
island, Point Isabel, Fort Brown, Matamoros, Ca- 
margo, and Mier, a total number of 1,434 troops. Of 
these, 543 are at Camargo; 598 are at Matamoros 
and Fort Brown on the other side of the river. But 
the new regiments must huve already reinforced 
some if not all of these posts; and the number of 
troops now at Camargo is probably not less than 
1,500. The garrison at Monterey numbers 1,327 
troops, with 40 pieces of artillery. between the posts 
onthe Ri. Grande and Monterey, at Leredo, Punta 
Aguada, Cerralvo, and Marin, there are about 700 
trvops; and the remainder of the force, as above 
stated, is supposed to be at Agua Nueva, (the head- 
quarters of General ‘Taylor, wnen last heard from 
officially), at Saltillo, and the Pass of the Rinconada. 

On the 30th, the **Union” in another says—*We 
understand at the war office that the force at and 
in the position near Saltillo was about five thousand 
nine hundred, of which a little upwards of five thou- 
sand may be counted as effective; and this is the whole 
amount which could have beea brought into the field 
to oppose Genera! Santa Anna at any point between 
Monterey and Agua Nueva, unless a conflict took 
place near Monterey; in which case partaf the troops 
there stationed, (some twelve or thirteen hundred) 
would no doubt be made available. 

“We may add, of the force at Saltillo, there are 
Sour companies of United States artillery, well equip. 
ped, with eighteen guns, and four companies ol dra- 
goons; making in all about six hundred and fifty 
regulars, who, for prowess and skill in battle, we 
believe, would be unsurpassed in any service in the 
world. 

“Should Col. Morgan have succeeded in making 
his way from Seralvo to Monterey, (which we sin- 
cerely trust may be the case), he would carry into 
Gen. ‘Taylor's camp a reinforcement of trom 400 to 
500 volunteers.”’ 
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CORRESPONDENCE RETWEEN THE WAR DEPARTMENT 

AND GEN. TAYLOR. 

Memoranda for the Chiefs of the General Slaff of the 
elrmy at Washington. 

An army of some twenty odd thousand men, re- 
gulars and volunteers, including the troops already 
in Texas, is about to be directed against Mexico, in 
several columns. 

For the number of treops yet to be sent into Texas; 
the rendezvous or points of departure and the routes 
of march thither, each chief of ihe general staff will 
obtain the information, needful to his particular de- 





| 


to volunteers. It is not foreseen that guns or field 
artillery, will be given to any body of volunteers 
other than a detachment which will march under 
Col. Kearny, from Fort Leavenworth. See instruc- 
tions on the subject given to that officer. 

Subsistence will also be thrown, in advance, upon 
the several rendezvous given, and as far as practica- 
ble, on the several routes thence to be given to both 
regulars and volunteers. Hard bread and bacon, 
(side pieces or middlings) are suggested and recom- 
mended for marches both on account of health and 
comparative lightness of transportation. On many 
of the routes it is supposed beef cattle may be ob- 
tained in tolerable abundandance. 

With the means of transportation, by water and 
land, according to the several routes to be given to 
the troops, and on land, whether wagons or pack 
mules, or both wheels and packs—the quartermaster 
gencral will charge himself at once, and as fast as 
the necessary data can be settled or known. It may, 
however, be now assumed by him and the two other 
chiefs of staff in question, that Cincinnati and New- 
port, (Kentueky), Madison, or Jefferson, Indiana; 
Louisville and Smithland, Kentucky; Quincy or Al- 
ton, Illinois; Memphis and Nashville, Tennessee; 
Washingtoh or Fulton, on the Red River, and Nat- 
chez, Mississippi, will be appointed ag places of ren- 
dezvous for considerable bodies of volunteers, about 
to be called for by the war department. For marches 
by land, a projet for the means of transportation, by 
company, battalion or regiment, according to route, 
is requested as a general plan. ‘The means of trans 
portation on, and beyond the Rio Grande, using for 
the latter purpose those which may accompany the 
troops, will require a particular study; but boats for 
transporting supplies on thatriver should be early 
provided—assuming the depth of water to a certain 
height (up the river) at three, or three aad a laif 
feet, and to another distance, higher up, at two and 
a half feet. WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Headquarters of the army, May 15, 1846. 


{t is further desirable that the surgeon general 
should take early measures to throw necessary sup- 
plies from his department, upon the places of ren- 
dezvous, (as fast as they can be ascertained as above) 
for the different bodies of voluateers and regulars to 
ve put in route for the Rio Grande, and for the aug- 
mented forces about to be assembled on that river. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

May 15, 1846. 

General T. S. Jesup, quartermaster general. 

General G. Gibson, Com’y gen. sub. 

Gen. N. Towaon, paymaster general. 

Colonel G. Talcott, ordnance department. 

Dr. Thomas Lawson, surgeon general. 

Headquarters army of Occupation, 
Matamoros, June 3d, 1846. 

Sirn— I respectfully enclose herewith a field re- 
turn of the forces in and near Matamoros, both re- 
gular and volunteer. The corps keown to have ar- 
rived at Point Isabel, of which no returns have yet 
becn received, will carry the entire force under my 
orders to near eight thousand men. 

] am necessarily detained ai this point for want of 
suitable transportation to carry on olfenssve opera 
tions, There isnota steamboat at my command pro- 
per for the navigation of the Rio Grande; and without 
water transportation, 1 consider 1t useless to attempt 
any extensive movement. Measures have been taken 
to procure boatsof a suitable draught and description, 
and one or two may be now expected. In the mean- 
time, 1 propose to push a battalion of infantry as far 
as Reynosa, and oceupy that town. For any opera- 
tions in the direction of Monterey, it will be neces- 
sary to establish a large depot at Camargo, which | 
will lose no time in doing as soon as proper trans- 
ports arrive, unless 1 receive counter instructions 
from the department. 

] trust that the department will see that 1 could 
not possibly have anticipated the arrival of sueh 
heavy reinforcements from Louisiana as are now 
here, and on their way hither. Without large means 
of transportation, this force wiijl embarrass rather then 
facilitate our operstions. 1 cannot doubt that the 
department has already given instructions, based 
upon the change in our position since my first call 
for volunteers. 

Our last accounts of Arista represent his force to 
be halted at Coma, an extensive hacienda on the 
Monterey road, sbout one hundred miles from this 
point. He has picket? covering the roads leading to 


partment, from the secretary of war’s calls upon the | Matamoros, with a view to cut off all communica- 


governors of the several states and from the adjutant} tions with the interior. 


general. 


| 
i 


The cepartmental authori- 
ties have issued a decree denouncing as traitors all 


Arms, accoutrements, ammunition and camp equi- | who hold intercourse with us, or with those who do 


page musi be thrown in advance upon the several) | so. 


lam nevertheless disposed to believe that in 


rendezvous or points of departure, uuless depots or | some quarters, at least, our presence is not unfavora- 





bly viewed. We have no intelligenee from the cit 
of Mexico. J 
Ordnance stores and other munitions of war ar, 
continually discovered in the town. Five pieces of 
cannon, and a very large amount of ballsyshelly, and 
ammunition generally, have been brought to lizht. 
Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient Servant 
Z. TAYLOR, ; 
Bt. Br. General U.S. A. commanding. 
The adjt. gen. of the army, Washington, D. C. 


Headquarters army of occupation, 
Matamoros, June 10, 1846. 

Sir—I beg leave earnestly to invite the attention 
of the department to the following points: 

Ist. The great influx of volunteers at Point Isabe), 
Five regiments certainly from Louisiana, numberjn 
say 3600 mer; two regiments or battalions fron, 
Louisville and St. Louis numbering, say 1,200 more 
several companies from Alabama, and ! know not 
how many from Texas, the latter now beginning to 
arrive. The volunteer troops now under my orders 
amount to nearly 6,000 men. How far they may 
be increased without previous notification to me, jt 
is impossible to tell. 

Qdly. The entire want of the proper kind of trans. 
portation to push my operations up the river. ‘The 
voats on which | depend for this service were found 
to be nearly destroyed by worms, and entirely unfi 
for the navigation of the river. At my instance, 
Major Thomas, on the 10th of May, required from 
Lieut. Col. Hunta boat of the proper description, 
and followed it up in a few days by a requisition for 
another. At the last dates from N. Orleans no boat 
had been procured. Capt. Sanders of the engineers, 
was despatched by me to New Orleans to assist in 
procuring suitable boats, but I have yet received no 
report fro a him. ; 

As I have previously reported, my operations are 
completely paralyzed by the want of suitable steam. 
boats to navigate the Rio Grande. Since the |8ih 
of May the army has laid in camp near this place, 
continually receiving heavy reinforcements of men, 
but no facility ef water transport, without which 
additional numbers are but an embarrassment 

I desire to place myself right in this matter, and 
the department see that the inactivity of the army 
results from no neglect of mine. I must express my 
astonishment that such large reinforcements have 
been sent forward to join the army, without being 
accompanied by the means of trausportation, both 
by land and water, to render them efficient. As 
matters now stand, whatever may be the expectations 
of the department, | cannot move from this place; 
and unless Capt. Sanders shall succeed in procuring 
boais of the proper kind, | caw give no assurance in 
regard to future operations. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Bt. Br. Gen. U.S. army, commanding. 

The Apsur. Gen. ef the army, Washington, D.C. 


Endorsement by the Adjutant General. _ 
[Remarks— How tar the volunteer force will be 
increased without previous notification to me, itis 
impossible to tell.” With regard to the force called oul 
by Gen. Gaines, and pushed forward by him, Gea. 
Taylor, no doubt, was not informed, as he could not 
be from this office, because the amount was unknown. 
Of the twelve months’ men authorized by the execullve, 
the general was timely and specially notified. See 
the general in chiel’s instructions of June 12, and 
adjutant general’s of June 16.] R. J. 
Endorsement by Major General Scott. 
Respectfully laid before the secretary of war, who 
is requested to look at my circular, (memoranda) 
sent round to chiefs of staff, including quartermaster 
general, dated May 13, 1846. poe 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
June 27, 1846. 


Wer department, Washington July 1, 1846. 


Sir: It gives me sincere pleasure to transmil here i 


with a commission, issued to you by the president, ° 
major general in the army of the United vee 
pursuant to the first section of the act of congrest 
passed 18th June last, a copy of which ia alse here 
with enclosed. 

On receiving your despatch No. 51, stattng you! 
wantof means for transporting troops, supplies, oF 
on the Rio Grande, 1 desired the quartermaster 8° 
neral to inform me what measures had been take! 
en that subject. I herewith send you his reply: jr 
trust that ihe steps taken by your orders, and y one 
of the quartermaster general here, will have furs 
the means to enable you to prosecute active oN 
tions, as suggested in my letters of the 28th of M8 
and 8th of June. per 

1 anticipated the embarrassments of which e 
complain, by the accumulation of troops before # 
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ee ee gations could possibly be provided, and ar- 
1 the city omements made for the employment of them. The 
| rete relief which can be applied to the case, is that 
War are only ined in my previous communieations to you on 
Mort of the subjects arid in that from the adjutant general of 
is, and ‘o May. 
@ light. 0 Sinead murder of Col. Cross bas created a 
t servant, eral anxiety that the guilty perpetrator of it 
Lis wuld be brought to punishment. It is generally un- 
anding. - tood here that he is Romano Falcon, and that the 
. C. — can be proved againsthim. If this be so, allow 
- to express a hope that you may be able to get 
, Sie into your custody, to the end that he may be 
», 1846. doalt with a8 he deserves. Any fair and proper 
attention = may deem fit to effect this, will be approved and 
int Isabel netioned by this department. 
“th Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
um bering, W. L. MARCY, secretary of war. 
om from fa}. Gen. Z. Taylor, commanding army of occupation 
flow i on the Rio Grande. ve 
ginning to Memoranda. 
1» Peon Lieut. Col. Hunt reported on the 23d of May that 
ew Age 1g had been requested by Major Thoinas to send to 
ri 


he Rio Grande a light draft steamboat. On the 4th 
sf June he reported that he had not, up to that time, 


id of trans. heen able to obtain a suitable boat. On the 11th of 















iver. The i 
he reported that he had purchased the Undine 
were found wes Troy, two light draught boats, and expected 
itirely unfit to buy one or two more—had engaged one which he 
y_instanee, spected in # week. On the 19th of June Colonel! 
uired from hiting reported that Lieut. Col. Hunt had purchas- 
lescriptiou, jand chartered seven steamboats for the Rio Grande. 
uisition for apt. Sanders on the 2ist June reports that he had 
yeaa tieaes surchased a boat, and on the 25th of June another, 
’ 


woder orders from Gen. Taylor, for the Rio Grande. 
On the 12th of June, the day on which I received 
he report of T,ieut. Col. Hunt of the 4th, 1 directed 
aptain Clark, then at Columbus, Geo. to ascertain 
hether suitable boats could be obtained on the 
hattahoochee, and to communicate with Colonel 


tu assist in 
received no 


erations are 
able steam- 
nee the 18ih 


' hiunt. 
r this place, On the 17th of June [ gave authority to Lieutenant 


“otto re o|. Taylor, brother of Gen. Taylor, then in this 
« oolbegy ity op his way to the south, to provide, on his way 
sve d jown the Ohno, all the transports that he, after con- 
br gender ulting Capt. Sanders, might deem necessary for the 


nost efficient operations of the army under the com- 
nand of his brother. 

On the 16th of June, Major Tompkins, at Cin- 
inati, was ordered to purchase three boats. 

On the 20th of June, Captain Wayne, assistant in 


} express my 
2>ments have 
ithout being 
tation, both 


sow agate y office, was despatched to the south to examine 
ae place peor more light draft iron steamers, and if they 
. ’ 


hould be found suitable for service on the Rio 
rande and other shallow southern rivers, to pur- 
pase, and have them taken in the shortest time 
osible to the Brazos Santiago. 
On the 24th of June, Capt. Sanders was requested 
ppurchase or charter such boats as he might be 
sured would render efficient service on the Rio 
prande, and to employ pilots if he considered them 
cessary. TH. S. JESUP. 
Norg—Measures have been taken to prevent the 
tcmulation of a greater number of boats than will 
required, whilst there shall be a reasonable pros- 
ct of having enough. 


in procuring 
assurance I 


Jient servant, 
OR, 
mmanding. 
‘ington, D.C. 
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yrce called out 
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he could not 
was unknow!. 
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Headquarters Army Occupation, 
- JUatamoros, June 17, 1846. 
‘fed See Sin: [deem it proper to report that no advices 
arn and MaeeYe Deen received from general headquarters since 
RJ. e 10th inst.—**general orders” No. 13, and “spo. 
' lal orders” No. 45, both of May 26th, being receiv. 
















nos ae who Mae ON thatday. Our dates from the north through 
J emorands) Mae’"eWspapers are some days later. 

net mastef No steamboats have been sent out from New Or 
quarter ans for the navigation of the Rio Grande, and in 
D scomt. @ absence of all information on that point, or 


specting the views of the government, | am alto- 
ther in the dark as to our future operations. J 
ist think that orders have been given by superior au- 
uy to suspend the forwarding of means of transpor- 
‘on from New Orleans. | cannot otherwise account 
rthe extraordinary delay shown by the quarter- 
Miler’s department in that city. Even the mails 
laining probably important despatches from the 
vetnment, are not expedited. 

leutenant Colonel Wilson has occupied Reynosa, 
thout Opposition. What remains of the Mexican 
‘Y's understood to be stil! at Linares, and has 
ered from disease. General Torrejon has died, 
Colonel Carasco, at last advices, was very ill.— 
“arn that Generals Arista and Ampudia have 
a Mexico, probably for the trial of the former 
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In addition, we have seven companies of Alabama 
volunteers, and twelve or fifteen companies from 
Texas—others from Texas, are continually arriv- 
ing. A portion of these volunteers have been lying 
in camp at this place for nearly a month, complete- 
ly paralyzed by the want of transportation. Ex. 
posed as they are in this climate to disease of the 
camp, and without any prospect, so far as I can see, 
of being usefully employed, I must recommend that 
they be allowed to return to their homes. 

_ L have despatched Captain McCulloch, a good par- 
tizan officer, in the direction of Linares, with his 
company, to gain information, touching the numbers 
and position of the enemy, and the resources of the 
country. 

1 enclose herewith the deseriptive roll of the de- 
reg of recruits brought out by Lieutenant Mc 

ail. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 

Z. TAYLOR, 

Brevet Brigadier General U.S. A. commanding. 

The Adj’t Gen’l, of the army, Washington, D. C. 


New Orleans, June 5, 1846. 

Sir: By the instructions of General Taylor, a copy 
of which I have the honor to enclose, you will per- 
ceive that he has sent me hither to procure trans- 
portation, for the wart of which, his movements at 
the present moment are completely paralyzed. His 
new base of operations requires his principal depot 
to be at Camargo, whieh is 150 miles inland. ‘T'o 
get his supplies there, and keep his wagon train free 
to move with the army, renders it imperatively ne- 
cessary to use the river in transporting them. ‘The 
distance from the mouth of the Rio Bravo to Ca- 
margo, by the river, is from 350 to 400 miles. J| 
have been up as far as Matamoros. From personal | 
observation, and the best information { can procure 
about that part of the river whch I have not seen, | 
am satisfied that none but our lightest draught river 
boats will answer the purposes of navigation on that 
river. These boats are very fragile, and there will 
be serious risk of their loss in carrying them from 
the Mississippi to the Rio Bravo. The general, with 
his usual close and strict economy in all public ex- 
penditures, has limited the number to the fewest 
which, under the most favorable circumstances, 
could answer his purposes. Colonel Hunt, of the 
quartermaster’s department, thinks, with me, that 
the number should be doubled: that is, inereased to 
eight. I have taken this informal but direct way of 
appealing to you for authority to increase the num- 
ber. To have half transportation when ready to 
start would again thwart the best arranged move- 
ment. There is nothing which will so firmly secure 
our acquisilion of the Rio Bravo as the introduction 
of steam navigation on its waters. Also I do not 
despair of seeing one of the lightest boats being sent 
up as far as the crossing of the reads from San An. 
tonio to Mexico, which must be the routes followed 
by any mounted troops sent by land from the Mis- 
sissippi valley into Mexico. Colonel Hunt and my- 
self are both satisfied thas not over two of the pro- 
per kinds of boats can be procured here. | there- 
fore start immediately for Louisville. I expected 
to get one of the public boats from Colonel Long, 
of the topographical engineers. If I cannot obtain 
another suitable one there, 1 certainly can at Can- 
cinnati. Assoon as | have procured and sent of 
the four boats, 1 have the general’s verbal permis- 
sion to visit my family at Pittsburg, at which place 
[ hope 1 may receive your authority for procuring 
the additional number which seems so indispeasauly 
requisite for the certain transportation of our mili- 
lary stores. The general’s calculations of the wants 
of transportation was fora much smaller nuwber 
of troops than are evidently being sent to him. 

Very respectfully, sir, | have the honor to be your 
obedient servant, 

JOHN SANDERS, Capt. Engineers. 

Hon. Wim. L. Marcy, Secretary of war, Washington. 


Headquarters Army of Occupation, 
Matamoros, May 28, 1846. 

Sin: With a view to expedite the procuring of 
small steamboats for the navigation of the Rio 
Grande, which is indispensable to future oporations, 
the commanding general directs that you proceed 
without delay to New Orleans, and there assist Lieut. 
Col. Hunt in procuring boats of the proper draft and 
deseription. 

Four boats will be required, and you may give as- 
surances that they will receive employment at-good 
prices, in transporting military stores on the river. 
Should any change in the condition of affairs ren- 
der it necessary to discharge them at an earlier pe- 
riod than is now coniemplated, you will assure the 
proprietors that they shall be remunerated for the 
time so lost. 
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In executing this service, you will please com- 
municate with Lieutenant Colonel Hunt, to whom 
you will show this letter of instructions, and also 
with Colonel Winthrop, who has promised his aid in 
this matter. 

The proper draught of the boats, and the descrip- 
tion best adapted to the purpose, you have already 
learned from the commanding general. 

After the completion of this service, you will 
please return to headquarters. 

If the requisite number, or indeed none of the 
proper kind of boats can be procured at once in New 
Orleans, you will proceed up the Mississippi and 
Ohio rivers until you fully accomplish the object of 
your mission. 

The commanding general deems it preferable to 
make arrangements for compensating the boats, by 
giving the owners assurances of their receiving libe- 
ral prices for freight; but the boats must be procured 
if they have either to be bought er chariere’. 

As expedition is essential to this business, arrange- 
ments must be made to have at least the first boats 
you engage or procure towed round the coast by 
some good sea boat of sufficient power to prevent 
any unnecessary detention or delays. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. W.S. BLISS, Assistant Adj’t Gen. 
Capt. Jno. Sanders, Corps of Engineers, Matamoros. 





Quartermaster General’s Office, 
Washington city, June 24, 1846. 

Sir: I have to-day received your letter of the 21st 
instant. It is my desire, as I believe it is that of 
every one here, to render the most efficient aid to 
General Taylor’s operations. You were right to 
act once without waiting for special authority from 
Washington. You are acquainted with the Rio 
Grande, and I desire you to purchase or charter 
such boats as you are confident will render effi- 
cientservice. If you consider pilots necessary, em- 
ploy them. 

The three boats, Utica, New Haven, and Swift- 
sure, were especially recommended to me by Cap- 
tain Page, of the ocean steamer McKim, whois a 
seaman as well as an old steamboat captain—had he 
not have been placed in command of a sea steamer, 
he would have purchased those boats for the Rio 
Grande—if you consider them unsuited to that river, 
I will thank you to request Maj. Tompkins not to buy 
them. After a confinement for severa! days to my 
room, I am out to-day, but not well. 

I will return the map in two or three days. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TH. S. JESUP, Quartermaster General. 
Capt. John Sanders, U.S. Engineer, Pittsburg, Po. 


Extracts froma letter of Capt J. Sanders, engi- 

neer corps, to the quartermaster general: 
Pittsburg, July 2, 1846. 

‘IT have the honor to report, that | have completed 
iny purchases of the light draught steamboats on ac- 
count of your department, for the transportation of 
military stores on the Rio Grande. 

‘‘] send herewith a descriptive list of the same. 

e * * « a * 

“Allow me, general, to take this occasion of ex- 
pressing my acknowledgments, not only for the ready 
and cheerful assistance and hearty co-operation 
which you bad the kindness to extend to me, in the 
discharge of this duty, but also for that which I have 
received from the hands of those, if | may be per- 
mitted to say so, highly zealous and active officers, 
Col. Hunt and Maj. Tompkins, of your department. 
i shall most assuredly take the liberty of reperting 
the same to my commanding general. 

‘*| have the honor to remain, &c., 

“JOHN SANDERS, Capt. of Engineers.” 


Quarlermaster General's Office, 
Washington, July 5, 1846. 

Captain: I have received your letter of the Qd 
instant, and in reply have to assure you, that for the 
support which you have received from this depart- 
ment no extraordinary creditis due. You were em- 
pioyed on an important duty, and it would have been 
criminal in any officer of the department not to have 
given you all the aid in his power. Apart from all 
cousidcrutions of duly, however, l am disposed to 
sustain General Taylor to the utmost; and as far as 
the means, the energies, and the credit of the de- 
partment shall enable me, le may rely on all I can 
accomplish for him. I sustained him for more than 
two months by using appropriations for the service 
of his army which the president would have been 
impeached for using; it was contrary to law to di- 
vert them from the objects to which congress in- 
tended they should be applied; but | considered that 
the situation of the army caused an overruling neces- 
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sity which justified the course which I adopted. I 
shall never forget how faithfully and ably Gen. Tay- 
lor sustained me in Florida. 

It has occurred to me that many of the obstruc- 
tions to the navigation of the Rio Grande might be 
removed by a good dredging machine. In Florida, 
I availed myself of the steamboats on the St. John 
more than double the distance | could have nsed 
them without dredge-boats. If you think a dredging 
boat and machine can be made advantageously you 
are authorised to purchase, or cause one to be pre- 
pared, a suitable one, and cause it to be put into ope- 
ration as soon as possible. 

lam, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TH. S. JESUP, Quartermaster Gen. 
Capt. John Sanders, Corps of Engineers, Pittsburg, | 
Pennsylvania. 


Note by the Secretary of War. 

The passage in the foregoing letter which relates 
to diverting appropriations, was first brought to my 
notice while preparing the documents to answer the | 
resolutions of the house of representatives. Gen. | 
Jesup, being absent, has been written to for an ex- | 
planation. 

The following certificates—one from the seccnd 
comptroller, and the other from the requisition clerk 
of this department—will shew that no appropriation | 
has been over drawn, and that in settling the ac-| 
counts, the appropriations for this department have 
been applied to the objects for which they were in- 
tended by congress: 





‘Treasury Department, 
«Second Comptroller's Office, Feb. 8, 1847. 

“All requisitions on the treasury from the secre- 
tary of war, calling for money to be placed in the) 
hands of the disbursing officers, come directly to this | 
office from the war department. 

“It is my duty, as comptroller of the treasury, to) 
examine such requisitions to see if they are ‘war-| 
ranted by law.’ 

‘*No requisition is permitted to pass, unless there | 
is a balance on the books of this office to the credit | 
of the appropriation on which it is drawn sufficient | 
to meet it. 

“The amount of the requisition, if passed, is 
charged to the officer in whose favor it is drawn, and | 
he is required strictly to account for its expenditure, 
by the production of vouchers, showing the applica- 
tion of the money to the purpose for which it was 
appropriated. 

‘In no case has an appropriation been overdrawn 
on a requisition passed at this office, nor has any ac- | 
count been admitted and passed at this office, where 
the money has been applied to a purpose different 
from that for which it was appropriated. 

“ALBION K. PARRIS, Comptroller.” 

“Being the clerk in the office of the secretary of 
war whose duty it is to make out requisitions for 
money on the treasury department, | hereby certify 
that in no instance, since the troops were ordered 
into Texas, has a requisition been issued by the se- 
cretary of war on a requisition or draught from the | 
quartermaster’s department, where there was not| 
sufficient money to the credit of the appropriation 
to pay it. 








“NATHAN RICE, Requisition Clerk. 

“February 8, 1847.” 

Since the foregoing was prepared, | have received 
from Gen. Jesup a reply to my letter to him, asking 
an explanation of the passage in his letter to Capt. 
Sanders. Both my letter and his reply follow. 

W.L MARCY. 


War Department, Feb. 10, 1847. 


Sir: A resolution has been passed in the house of | 


representatives, as you may have observed by the 
newspapers, calling upon the president to furnish 
that body, among other matiers, the correspondence 
with the quartermaster’s department in relation to 
transportation for the army. 

In your letter of the Sth of July last addressed to 
Captain Sanders, sent out from the Rio Grande by 
General ‘Taylor to procure boats for that river, 
there is a paragraph first brought to the notice of the 
president and myselt while preparing to respond to 
the resolution, which, unexplained, may be used to 
sustain a grave charge against the department. The 
paragraph to which | refer is as follows: ‘1 sus- 
tained” (you say in your letter to Captain San- 
ders, ‘him,’ General Taylor) “for more than two 
months, by using appropriations for the service of 
his army which the president would have been im 
peached for using—it was contrary to law to divert 
them from the objects to which congress intended 
they should be applied; but I considered that the situ- 
ation of the ermy caused an overruling necessity 
which justified the course which | adopted. 1 shalt 


tive service had mostly been exhausted. 


| ready to support him, not only by performing all 








never forget how faithfully and ably Gen. Taylor 
sustained me in Florida.” 

The exigency and circumstances to which you re- 
fer, are not set forth, and | cannot explain them to 
the president. I recollect that when the troops 
were ordered into Texas, the appropriation for 
transportation was found insuflicient for that pur 
pose; but it ismy impression that the deficiency re- 
sulting from the unexpected emergency was sup- 
plied by a transfer from other appropriations, which- 
was made by the president pursuant to lawful au- 
thority. If anything beyond this was done, it was 
not made known to the president. If ‘tan overrul- 
ing necessily”’ required the course you adopted, it is 
regretted that it was not reported to the president 
for his direction, and if unavoidable, his explanation 
lo congress, on the earliest occasion. J cannot but 
think that the paragraph which } have quoted is ea: 
pable of some explanation that will change its appa- 
rent character; for the accounts in relation to the 
appropriations for your department have all been 
adjusted at the treasury, and it does not there ap- 
pear that any part of any one appropriation has been 
permanently diverted from objects to which it was 
designed by congress. 

I hope this communication will be received by you 
in season forareply, which may if necessary, be 
laid before congress before its adjournment. 

Very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 

WM. L. MARCY, Secretary of War. 
Maj. Gen. Thomas S. Jesup, Quartermaster General 
U.S. A. New Orleans, Louisiana, 


New Orleans, Feb. 18, 1847. 

Sir: J have received this moment your letter of 
the 10th inst., and ] hasten to reply toit. The cir- 
cumstance to which I alluded in my letter to Capt. 
Sanders, are these: The appropriations for the ac- 
There 
were large balances of other appropriations subject 
to my control. Congress was in session, and the 
president could not make a transfer. Without con- 
sulting you I] applied Jarge amounts of those balan- 
ces to the active service. Not having access to the 
records of my cffice, ] cannot say what amounts they 
were, or to what cfheers remitted; but Lieut. Col. 
Hunt received here one hundred and five thousand 
dollars of those balances, and applied the whole to 
the support of Gen. Taylor’s army. 

General Taylor had complained of the quarter- 
master’s department. [ had received the impression 
that he believed he was not cordially supported by 
the officers of the department. In writing to his 
confidential agent, 1 wished to show him that I was 


my ordinary duties, but by assuming any responsi- 
bility the exigencies of the service might require. 

When 1 remarked to Captain Sanders that you 
or the president could be impeached for acting as | 
had acted, l alluded merely to the illegality of ap- 
plying appropriations to objects different from those 
for which they had been made by congress, and to 
the want ofiegal authority in either to sanction what 
I had done. 

i did not consult you on the subject of using those 
balances, because you could not have given me any 
legal authority to use them. | considered the ne- 
cessity of the case, as it existed, sufficient for my 
own justification, should my conduct in the matter ev- 
er be questioned. | intended no reflection either upon 
you or the president, nor did it occur to me that my 
remarks could be so understood by any one. | wish- 
ed to convince a brother officer with (whom) I had 
beenon the most friendly terms for years, that the 
impressions which [| supposed he entertained were 
unfounded, and that, in his case, 1 had a personal as 
well as a public moive for sustaining him to the 
utmost, 

fam much gratified that you have afforded me 
| the opportunity of this explanation; and I am, sir, 
with high consideration and respect, your obedient 
servant, TH. S. JESUP, 

Quartermaster General. 

The Hon. W. L. Marcy, Secretary of War, Wash- 

inton city. 
Headquarters Army of Oceupation, 

Matamoros, July 22, 1846. 

| $i: I have respectfully to report that the city of 
| Camargo was occupied without opposition on the 
| 14th inst., by a detachment of two companies of the 
(7th infantry, under command of Captain Miles.— 
| The captain was joined the next day by the remain- 
_der of the regiment, iwo pieces of artillery, and a 
'company of irregular cavalry. He has since been 
| reinforced by the Sth infantry and the first brigade 
|of infantry under General Worth now in route 
\to Camargo, except a guard of two companies 
‘left to escort the train by land—the main pro- 





diately follow, and in a few days all the actj 

ular force will be at Camargo, or in motion thith 
1 am unavoidably compelled, much to my regret. + 
leave several companies of the artillery regimes 
to guard the different depots in my rear. “ 
We have now several steamboats in the rivey, , 
the business of sending up troops and suppliees 
urged as much as possible. I find the difficulty r 
throwing supplies up the river to be very grea} : 
consequence of the rapidity of the current nd the 
entire absence of dry steamboat fuel. 

But every effort will be employed to OVercom, 
these difficulties, and I have no doubt that we shal 
be able to keep up a depot at Camargo, guite sus 
cient for any operations from that point: : 
As yet the land route to Camargo is im passable 
for wagons, owing to the recent rains and freshets, 
As soon as it shall become practicable, the field g. 
tillery and train of the army will move forward 












































































































Camargo. 


As soon as ] can complete the necessary arrange. 
ments for throwing forward the volunteer troops {9 
Camargo, | propose to establish at my headquarter 
atthe point, and organize without delay, a Marching 
colunin to move on Monterey. 
lam, sir, very respectfully, your ob’t serv’, 
Z. TAYLOR, 
Major Gen. U.S. A. Comd’y, 
The Adjutant General of the Army, 
Washington, D.C. 


Headquarters Army of Occupation, 

Camargo, Sept. 1, 1846, 
Sir: Before marching for the mterior | beg lean 
to place on record some remarks touching an impor. 
tant branch of the public service, the proper admis. 
istration of which is indispensable to the efficiengy 
acampaign. |] refer to the quartermaster’s depan. 
ment. There is at this moment, when the armyy 
about to take up a long line of march, a great def 
ciency of proper means of transport and of may 
important supplies. 
On the 26th April when first apprizing you of | 
increased furce called out by me, | wrote that lt 
ted that the war department would “give the neee 
sary orders to the staff department for the supply of 
this large additional force:” and when first advised o 
the heavy force of twelve months’ volunteers ordered 
hither, | could not doubt that such masses of troo 
would be accompanied, or preferably preceded } 
ample means of transportation and all othe supplie 
necessary to render them efficient. But such has ne 
been the case. Suitable steamboats for the ki 
Grande were not procured without repeated effo 
directed from this quarter, and many weeks elapit 
before a lodgment could be made at this place, il 
river being perfectly navigable. 

After infinite delays and embarrassments, | ha 
succeeded in bringing forward a portion of the art 
to this point, and now the steamers procured in Pit 
burg are just arriving. 1 hazard nothing in sayi 
that if proper foresight and energy had been é 
played in sending out suitable steamers to navigs 
the Rio Grande, our army would long since hi 
been in possession of Monterey. 

Again, asto land transport. At this momento 
wagon train is considerably less than when wet 
Corpus Christi, our force being increased five fold 
Had we depended upon means trom withoul, § 
army would not have been able to move from 
place. But fortunatety the means of Jand transp 
existed ‘o some exient in the country in the shape 
pack mules, and we have formed a train which ¥ 
enable a small army to advance perhaps to Mot 
rey. 1 wish it distinctly understood that our abil 
to move is due wholly to means created here, # 
which could not have been reckoned upon with # 
ty in Washington. 

| have adveried to the grand pointa of walet 
land transportation. Of ihe want of minor suppl 
the army hassuflered more than enough. The 
ing deficiency of camp equipage has been pot! 
relieved by the issue of cotion tents of sodill 
qualny. Our cavalry las been paralyzed 0 
want of horse shoes, horse shoe nails, and evel” 
'mon blacksmith’s tvols, while many smaller 
ciencies are daily brought to my notice. 

J respectiuily request thatthe above tale 
which | make in justice to myseif and the 
may be laid before the general in chief and sect? 
of war. _ 
| am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient sé 


Major Gen. U. S. A., Comé 
The Adjutant General of the Army, 
Washington, D.C: 
War DeparTMENT; | 
Washington, September <1, 
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the quartarmaster’s department is to make them a 

atter of record. Jam extremely unwilling, and ] 
vesume you cannot be less so than myself that they 
should there remain, without explanation or investi- 
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“pn fully aware of the great difficulties unavoi- 
able in the management of the quartermaster’s de- 
artment on the sudden oecurrence of a war when 
he country was not prepared for such an emergen- 
- General Taylor must be presumed to be as well 
cquainted with all the circumstances of embarrass- 
rent attending the quartermaster’s department as 
ony other person and yet his arraignment of it is not 
walified by any allusion to them. ‘The inference is, 
at, all proper allowances made, he considers that 
he management of the affairs of the quartermaster’s 
jepartment has been such as to deserve censure.— 
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*L serv’, 


AYLOR j 
JVB, such appears to me to be his meaning, and such, I 
A. Coma’, eben. will be the general impression resulting 
) rom the perusal of his Jetter. If this censure is 
1, D.C. lly deserved, itis proper those obnoxious to it 
hovid be ascertained, and dealt with as their con- 
lecupation, wet deserves; but if, on the contrary, it shall be 
ept. 1, 1846, ound that the officers of the quartermaster’s de- 
ior | beg leaelililiartment have done their duty in a proper and effi- 
hing an impor ient manner, as | trust will be the case, steps must 


proper admins 

the efficiency 
yaster’s depart. 
en the army is 
rh, a great def 
t and of may 


siaken to remove the erroneous impression, and 
indicate their official conduct. 
Very respectfully, your obedient serv't, 

W. L. MARCY, 

Secretary of War. 

ajor Gen. Tuos. S. Jesup, Quartermaster General 
). 8. Army. 
N. B.—The copy has been furnished to the quar- 
mmaster general by the adjutant general. 
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New Orleans, Dec. 5, 1846. 
fin: When I received your letter of the QIst. of 
eptember, on the subject of Major General Tay- 
or’s complaints, I was apprehensive that neglect or 
missions had occurred on the parts of some one or 
pore of the subordinate officers of the department, 
y Which his operations had been seriously embar- 


am bound in justice to say that no class of officers, 
oteven General Taylor and the most distinguished 
en around him, have better or more faithfully per- 
med their duty; and if anything has been wanting 
hich they could have supplied it, it has been be- 
we the proper orders were not given, or timely 
juisitions made. 

nconducting a war, it is the duty of the govern- 
ent to designate the object to be accomplished; it 
then the duty of the general who conducts the 
erations to call for the means required to accom- 
ish that object. If he fails to do so, he is himself 
sponsible for all the consequences of his omission. 
tn. Taylor complains of want of water and Jand 
hsportation, Camp €quipage and shoes for his cav- 
Yhorses. As to waler transportation, | find that 
Pealled for a single light draught steamer early in 
ay. Lieut. Calonel Hunt could not at once obtain 
Mutable boat: but he executed the order as soon 
twas possible. Late in May, or early in June, 
mn. Taylor, considering four boats necessary, ap- 
inled his own agents to obtain them, | was at the 
le taking measures u:.der the orders of General 
Ut, Lo obtain suitable boats for the navigation of 
‘Kio Grande; but having no reliable information 
elation to the navigation of that river, and be- 
"ing Gen. Taylor’s agents possessed of the requi- 


assments, | ha 
rtion of the arn 
srocured in Pit 
nothing in sayit 

y had been d 
smers to navige 
J long since hi 
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ointa of walet 
tof uiinor supp! 


nough. 7 knowledge, I preferred that they should execute 
has been pe ’ Porders; and 1 limited my action in the matter to 
enis of 100! 


ling the bumber called for by General Taylor, 
' authorizing a further increase, if considered 
‘sary by his brother and one of his agents. The 
‘r required by the general was, 1 believe, near- 
Muadrupied ultimately by the officers of the de- 
on As to the complaint of the general that 
‘“eamers from Pittsburg were then (Sept. Ist) 
huving, it is proper to state that these were the 
Leola procured by one of hisown agents. When 

sburg, | inquired into the delay of those boats, 
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r obedient ser 


TAYLOR, ‘ . isbut justice to Captain Sanders, General 

_S. A., Com o's agent, to say that no effort was spared to 

Army, C ey into service as early as possible, 

ington, D. 2 the Complaint in regard to the want of land 
ah ttion, itis proper to remark, that there was 

>ARTMENT; be eation at Washington, so far as I was in- 


mber 21, 164 


wage )'0 enable me or the war department to de- 
| Taylor, ° 


sed; but 1 have Jooked into the whole matter, and | 
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portation to be used. 


emy, a general is expected to avail 


those means were limited only by his own will. 


his views. His authority alone was wanting. 


Oth and 13th of May. 


get them, and such as they could get. 


able. 


the censure they have received. 


partment. 


Taylor hold them accountable. 


ment to furnish the n.eans of transportation. 


unmerited. 


to as during the war. 


ington city. 


complying§with his request upon that subject. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. L 


margo, Mexico, 


Quartermaster General’s Office. 





termine whether wagons could be used in Mexico. 
Geners) Taylor, though he had both mounted troops 
and topographical engineers, had not supplied the 
want of that information; besides, he had not, as ‘ar as 
I know or believe, intimated to any department his 
intentions or wishes in regard to the means of trans- 
It was known that he had a 
wagon train amply sufficient for double the force he 
commanded before the arrival of the volunteers— 
added to that, he had Gen. Arista’s means of trans- 
portation; and he was in a country abounding in 
mules, the means of transportation best adapted to 
the country. and the only means used by the en- 
himself of 
the resources of the country in which he operates; 
if General Taylor failed to do so, and was without 
the necessary transportation, he alone is responsible; 


had officers of the quartermaster’s department, able 
to have executed his orders, and willing to carry out 


As tocamp equipsge, you sre aware that the ap- 
propriation which I asked for last year was stricken 
out, and that not a cent was appropriated which 
could be legally applied to that object before the 
When the appropriations 
were made, the officers of the department were com- 
pelled to obtain materials wheresoever they could 
Cotton cloth 
was necessarily substituted for linen in the fabrica- 
tion of tents. I have no doubta great deal of the ma- 
terial was of the quality represented by Geu. Tay- 
lor, but that was, under the circumstances, unavoid- 
The officers obtained the best they chuld get, 
and deserve credit for their exertions, in place of 


lam somewhat at a loss to imagine why the de- 
ficiency of shoes for the dragoon horses was made a 
subject of complaint against the quartermas(er’s de- 
A blacksmith is allowed by law 


every troop of cragoons. Itis the duty of every! mo, in which you propose to proceed to New Ore 
commander ofa troop to have his shoeing tools com- | leans and take upon yourself the ganeral direction 
plete, and to have, at all times, the necessary shoe| of the affairs or the quartermaster’s department 
| and nail iron; and it is the duty of the regimental) there and on the frontiers of “Mexico, in order that 


commander to see that timely requisitions be made. eyery exigency may be met and provided for with- 
Now, if those officers failed to have what was neces- | oyt (he delay and inconvenience that results from 


sary to the efficiency of their commands, let General | waiting instructions from Washington. 

The quarterimaster’s | 
department is not responsible for their neglects. | 

As 1 came through the western country to this thereto by the president, 

city, 1 was informed that a report was circulating | cjaim to do so, and your pi 
that General Taylor would have taken forward) capacity as an oflicer of the statfi— 
to Monterey, a much larger force of volunteers, | peneral—ready to obey the orders of G 
but for the neglect of the quartermasters’s depart— | (jeneral Butler, General Patterson, 


reply to that report, I respectfully ask your atlen- | dents of serv 
jon to the letter of General Taylor of the 2d of July, | ) hee 
tion to the letter of General Laylor of the <d of July, | or any separate division of it, with the express un- 


lo the adjutant general. There he tells you, through | derstanding that you repair to New Orleans and the 
that officer, that be proposes to operate from Camar- | seat of war, only for the purpose of directin 


go to Monterey; he tells you that he will operate | 
with a column of about 6,000 men; that he mustrely | ment, and causing them to be executed ina more 
on the country for meat, and depot at Camargo for 
bread; and adds, as the reason for nottaking a greal- 
er force, that a column exceeding six thousand men 
cannot be supplied on that route with bread alone. | 
I feel, sir, that every officer of the department has | 
performed his duty faithfully, if not ably and that | 
the charges of General ‘Taylor are both unjust and 
Asregards myself 1 feel that I have 
performed my whole duty, both tothe country and 
to the army, and if the slightest doubt remain on 
that subject, I owe it to myself to demand an imme- 
diate and thorough investigation of my conduct, and 
that of the department, fiom the commencement of 
operations on the l'exan frontier, as well previous 


I am sir, most respectfully, your cbedient servant, 
TH. 8. JESUP, 
Major General, Quartermaster General. 
The Hor. Wa. L. Marcy, Secretary of War, Wash- 


War department, Washington, Oct. 1, 1846. 
Sir: I have the honor te enclose herewith, for 
your information, a copy of an application of the 
quatermaster general, fur orders to proceed to New 
Orleans to direct in person the operations of his de- 
partment in the soutnwest, and a copy of the com- 
munication which has this day been addressed to him, 


. L. MARCY, Secretary of War. 
Major General Z. Taylor, United States army, Ca- {| = 


~~ Washington cily, Sept. 26, 1546. 
Sir: A careful review of the difficulties attending 
the operations of the branch of the public service con. 
fided to my administration, has convinced me that an 





-_—_——_—— — = -- 





officer of rank, willing to assume all necessary re* 
sponsibility, and with full authority to do so, should 
be near the scene of the more important operations 
of the army. 

I propose, should it meet your approbation and 
that of the president, to proceed to New Orleans 
and take upon myself the general direction of the 
affairs of the department there and on the frontier, 
in order that every exigency may be met and pro- 
vided for without the delay and inconvenience that 
results from waiting instructions from Washington. 

The only possible objection that could be urged 
against the proposed measure in my case, it seems 
lo me, is the question of rank—my brevet of major 
general making me the senior of every officer now 
serving in Mexico; but that I waive—I do not desire 
military command, and without a different commis— 
sion from that which I hold, [ would not accept it.— 
I propose to go in my capacity as an officer of the 
staff, ready to obey the orders of General Taylor, 
General Butler, General Patterson, General Wool, 
or any other officer whom the government, or the 
accidents of service may place in comaand of the 
army, or of any separate division of it. My only 
object is to benefitthe country by securing the ul- 
most efliciency to the measures of my own depart. 
ment, and by that means giving effect to the whole 
service. 

I propose to visit the depots near the army for the 
purposes of inspection, and such other posts and 
places as the proper discharge of my duties may 
render vecessary. With great consideration and re- 
spect, | have the honor to de, sir, your obedient ser- 
vant. 


He 


TH. S. JESUP, Quartermaster General. 
The Hon. Wm. L. Marcy, Secretary of War, Wash- 
ington cily. 


War Department, October J 1846. 
Sir: ] have received your letter of the 26th ulti- 





to 


Though | do not conceive that you could take any 
| command in the line without an order or assignment 
yet your waiver of any 
‘uposition to go in your 
quartermaster 
everal Taylor, 
General Woil or 
In |any other officer whom the government or the acei- 
ice may place in command of the army, 


. g and 
supervising the duties of the quartermaster’s depart- 


prompt and efficient manner than you could do while 
stationed here, will remove all questions that might 
) otherwise arise in rejaltion to command in the line. 
Your proposition is therefore approved; and you 
' will accordingly proceed to ils execution without 
delay, other than what may be necessary for prelim- 
inary arrangements. 

Besides giving a general and, as far as practicable, 
a personal superintendence to the current business of 
your department ip that direction so as to impart to 
that business the ulmost energy and eflicieney, you 
will inquire into and report upon the previous ar- 
rangements and expedditures of our subordinates, 
many of which have been complained of in certain 
quarters as inefficient ,dilatory, and exiravagant.— 
Past errors in arrangements or expenditures, if any, 
should be ascerlainec, reported, and, as far as prac- 
uicable, corrected; and all future disbursements will 
be kept walbin the limits of the regulations of the 
army and the exigencies of service, taking care that 
the latter shal) not suffer from the want of any rea- 
sonable or proper means which il is withia the com- 
pass of the quartermaster’s departweut io supply. 

You will cause fulliniormation, from time to time, 
io be sentto this department of the transactions 
in regard to your brauch of the public service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. MAKCY, Secretary of War. 

Brevet Majer General Tuomas S. Jesup, Quarter- 

master General U. S. A. 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
From the Washington Union, April 1, 1847. 
To THE SECRETARY OF THE IT REASURY: 
Sin: The government of Mexico tiaving repeated- 
ly rejected the friendly overtures of the U. States to 
open negotiations wilh a view to the restoration of 











ITS ES aS =~ s- e re = ss re a 








































Biase ere 


By 3a ig Rye 


wt 


tae ae ae 
PIES Sak 
oo eg 


94 NILES NATIONAL REGISTER—APRIL 10, 1847—OFFICIAL PAPERS. 





—— 





~—_——— -- SS 





— 














—~_—_——-- ~ —- —--< = 


peace, sound policy and a just regard to the interests 
of our own country require that the enemy should 
be made as far as practicable,to bear the expenses 
ofa war which they are the authurs, and which they 
obstinately persist in protracting. 

It 1s the right of the conqueror to levy contribu- 
tions upon the enemy in their seaports, towns, or 
provinces, whieh may be in his military possession 
by conquest, and to apply the same to defray the 
expenses of the war. The conqueror possesses the 
right also to establish a temporary military govern- 
ment over such seaports, towns, or provinces, and 
to prescribe the conditions and restrictions upon 
which commerce witl such places may be permit- 
ted. He may, in his discretion, exclude all trade, 
or admit, without Jimitation or restriction; or im- 
pose terms the observance of which will be the con- 
dition of carrying it on. One of these conditions 
may be the payment of a prescribed rate of duties 
on tonnage and imports. 


In the exercise of these unquestioned rights of 
war, I have, on full consideration, determined to 
order that all the ports or places in Mexico which 
now are, or hereafter may be, in the actual posses- 
sion of our Jand and naval forces by conquest, shall 
be opened, while our military occupation may con- 
tinue, to the commecre of all neutral nations, as 
well as our own, in articles not contraband of war, 
upon the payment of prescribed rates of duties, which 
wili be made known and enforced by our military 
and naval commanders. 


While the adoption of this policy wil] be to im- 
pose a burden on the enemy, and at the same time 
to deprive them of the revenue to be derived from 
trade at such ports or places, as well as to secure it 
to ourselves, whereby the expenses of the war may 
be diminished, a just regard to the general interests 
of commerce, and the obvious advantages of uni- 
formity in the exercise of these belligerent rights, 
requires that well considered regula'ions and res- 
trictions should be prepared for the guidance 
of those who may be charged with carrying it into 
effect. 


You are therefore instructed to examine the exis- 
ting Mexican tariff of duties, and te report me a 
schedule of articles of trade, to be admitted at such 
ports or places as may at any time be in our military 
possession, with such rates of duties on them, and 
alsoon tonnage, as will be likely to produce the 
greatest amount of revenue. You will also commu- 
nicate the considerations which may recommend the 
scale of duties which you may prepare, and will 
submit such regulations as you may deem advisable, 
in order to enforce their collection. 

As the levy of the contribution proposed is a mili- 
tary right derived from the laws of nations, the 
collection and disbursement of the duties will be 
made under the orders of the secretary of war and 
the secretary of the navy, by the military and naval 
commanders at the ports or places in Mexieo which 
may be im possession of our arms. The report re- 
quired is therefore necessary inorder toenable me 
to give the proper directions to the war and navy 
departments. JAMES K. POLK. 

Washington, March 23, 1847. 


Treasury DEepaRTMENT, 
March, 30, 1847. 

Sir: Your instructions of the 23d instant have been 
received by this department, and ip conformity 
thereto I present you herewith, for your considera— 
tion, a scale of duties proposed to be collected as a 
military coutribulion during the war, in the ports of 
Mexico, in possession of ourarmy or navy by con- 
quest, with regulations for the ascerlaininent and 
collection of such duties, together with the reasons 
which appear to me to recommend their adop- 
tion. 

jt is clear that we must either adopt our own ta- 
riff or that of Mexico, or establish a new system of 
duties. Our own tariff could not be adopted, be- 
cause the Mexican exports and imports are so differ- 
ent rates of duties sure indispensable in order to 
collect the largest revenue. Thus, upon many 
articles produced in great abundance here, duties 
niust be imposed at the lowest rate in order to col- 
lect any revenue; whereas many of the same articles 
are not produced in Mexico, or to a very inconsid- 
erable extent, and would therefore bear there a 
much higher duty for revenue. A great change is 
also rendered uwecessary by the proposed exaction of 
duties on allimports to any Mexican port in our pos- 
session from auy other Mexican port occupied by us 
in the same manner. This measure would largely 
increase the revenue which we might collect. It is 
recommended, however, for reasons of obvious safe- 
ty, that this Mexican coastwise trade should be con- 
fined tv our own vessels, as well as the interior trade 





above any port of entry in our possession, but that 
in all other respects the ports of Mexico held by us 
should be freely opened at the rate of duties herein 
recommended to the vessels and commerce of all 
the world. The ad valorem system of duties adop- 
ted by us, although by far the most just and equita- 
ble, yet requires an appraisement to ascertain the 
actual value of every article. This demands great 
mercantile skill, knowledge, and experience, and 
therefore, for the want of skilful appraisement—a 
class of officers wholly unknown in Mexico—could 
not at once be put into successful operation there. — 
If, also, as proposed, these duties are to be ascer— 
tained and collected as a military conteibution 
through the officers of our army and navy, those 
brave nen could more easily perform almost any 
other duty than that of estimating the value of every 
description of goods, wares, and merchandise. 

The system of specific dutics already prevails in 
Mexico, and may be put by us into immediate opera- 
tion; and if, as is conceded, specific duties should be 
more burdensome upon the people of Mexico, the 
more onerous the operation of these duties upon 
them, the sooner it is likely that they will force their 
military rulers to agree toa peace. It is certain 
that a mild and forebearing system of warfare, cel- 
lecting no duties in their ports in our possession on 
the Gulf, and levying no contributions, whilst our 
armies purchase supplies from them at high prices, 
by rendering the war a benefit to the people of Mex- 
ico rather than an injury, has not hastened the con— 
clusion of a peace. It may be, however, that specific 
duties, onerous as they are, and heavy contributions, 
accompanied by a vigorous prosecution of the war, 
inay more speedily ensure that peace which we have 
failed to obtain from magnanimous forbearance, from 
brilliant victories, or {rom proffered negotiation.— 
The duties, however, whilst they may be specific, 
aud therefore more onerous than ad valorem duties, 
should not be so high as to defeat revenue. 

It is impossible to adopt asa basis the tariff of 
Mexico, because the duties are extravagantly high, 
defeating importation, commerce, and revenue, and 
producing innumerable frauds and smuggling. There 
are also sixty articles the importation of which into 
Mexico is strictly prohivited by their tarifl, embra- 
cing most of the necessaries of life, and far the 
greater portion of our products and fabrics. 

Among the sixty prohibited articles are sugar, 
rice, cotton, boots and hall-boots, coffee, nails of all 
kinds, leather of most kinds, flour cotton yarn and 
thread, soap of all kinds, common earihenware, 
lard, molasses, timber of all kinds, saddles of all 
kinds, coarse woollen cloth, cloths for cloaks, ready- 
wade clothing of all kinds, salt, tobacco of all kinds, 
cotton goods or textures, chiefly such as are made 
by ourselves, pork, fresh or salted, smoked or corn- 
ed, woollen or cotton blankets or counterpanes, 
shoes and slippers, wheat and grain of all kinds.— 
Such isa list of buta partof the articles whose 
importation is prohibited by the Mexican tariff.— 
These prohibitions should not be permitted to con- 
tinue, because they exclude most of our products 
and fabrics, and prevent the collection of revenue. 

We turn from the prohibitions to the actual du- 
lies imposed by Mexico. The duties are specific 
throughout, and almost universally by weight, irre-- 
speclive of value, are generally protective or exor- 
bitant, and without any discrimination for revenue. 
The duties proposed to be substituted are moderate 
when compared with those imposed by Mexico, be- 
ing generally reduced to a standard more than one 
haif below the Mexican duties. The duties are 
also based upon a discrimination throughout, for 
revenue, and keeping in view the customs and habits 
of the people of Mexico, so different from our own, 
are fixed in each case at that rate which, itis believ- 
ed, will produce in the Mexican ports the largest 
amount of revenue. 


ln order to realize from this syste:n the largest 
amount of revenue, it would be necessary that our 
army and navy should seize every important port 
and place upon the Gulf of Mexico, or California, 
ur the Pacific, and open the way through the interi- 
or for the free transit of imports and exports, and 
especially that the interior passage through the 
Mexican isthmus should be secured from ocean to 
ecean for the benefit of our commerce and that ol 
all the world. ‘his measure, whilst it would greatly 
increasé Our revenue {rom these duties, and facili- 
tale communication between our forces upon the 
eastern and western coast of Mexico, would proba- 
bly lead, at the conclusivp of a peace, to results of 
incalculable importance to our own commerce and 
to thal of all the world. 

in the mean time the Mexican government mo- 
nopoly in tobacco, from which a considerable reve~ 
nue is realized by Mexico, together with the culture 
(here which yields that revenue, should be abolished, 
so as to diminish the resources of that government, 
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and augment our own, by collecting the duty y ding tt 
all the imported tobacco. The Xican inter; prices 
transit duties should alse be abolished, and their ine id br 
ternal government on coin and bullion, The pro}; puck 
bition of exporis and duties upon exports should | ae a 
annulled, and especially the heavy export dy 0 is hope 
coin and bullion, so as to cheapen and facilitate the a 
purchase of imports, and permit the precious metaly . ne 
untaxed to flow out freely from Mexico into Senera] ape 
circulation, Quicksilver and machinery for wo;\_ oe 
ing the mines of precious metals in Mexico, for th, thoes 4 
same reasons, should also be admitted duty fre. Me the fa 
which, with the measures above indicated, would = Ph 
largely inerease the production and circulation o 7 ob 
the precious metals, improve our own commer or el 
and industry and that of all neutral powers. er 8 
In thus opening the ports of Mexico to the con, 7 care 
merce of the world, you would present to all nq, norte oe 
tions with whom we are at peace the best evidenc, y onl 
of your desire to maintain with them our friendly oe us to 
relations, to render the war to them productive gf as cor 
as little injury as possible, and even to advan caliber 
their interests so far as it safely can be done, by gf, if impor 
fording to them in common with ourselves the aq. pet ee 
vantages of a liberal commerce with Mexico selves or 
To extend this commerce , you will have unseale iyst in itt 
the ports of Mexico, repealed their interior transi vlicy 
duties which obstruct the passage of merchandiy par an 
to and from the coast; you will have annulled th ‘ tonn 
government duty on coin and bullion, and abolished HIM 0. neutra 
the heavy export duty on the precious metals, so 4 greatly le 
to permit them to flow out freely for the benefit of MI ended it 
mankind; you will have expunged the long list of pended ta 
their prohibited articles, and reduced more than ou Mo which 
half their duties on imports, whilst the freest seop separate | 
would be left for the mining of the precious metal, BIB certificate 
These are great advantages which would be secured BM invoice, 
to friendly nations, especially when compared wilh weights ¢ 
the exclusion of their commerce by rigorous block Mine Unite. 
ades. It is true, the duties collected from these im iJitate th 
ports would be for the benefit of our own gover It is rec 
ment; but it is equally true that the expenses of the MiMied shall 


war which Mexico insists upon prosecuting at oin. Th 
borne exclusively by ourselves, and not by foreign lary contr 
nations. It cannot be doubted but that all neutral MiMogicers of 
nations will see in the adoption of such a course b Miieheerfully 


you, a manifestation of your good will towards them, Miimoneys, ar 
and a strong desire to advance those just and hu. MMbut to the 
mane principles which make it the duty of beltiger irely. It 
ents, as we have always contended to render (heMMformed by 
war in which they are engaged as little injurious sfiiimal or milit 
practicable to neutral powers. piher office 
These duties would not be imposed upon any im-gamplened by ti 
ports into our own country but only upon imporsgmmee’, in the ¢ 
into Mexico, and the tax would fall upon the illector 0 
people of Mexico in the enhancement to them offs, whic! 
the prices of these imports. Nearly all our owagggplacy into 
products are excluded by the Mexican tariff, evemgme cases 
in time of peace; they are excluded al-o during! ut might | 
war, so far as we continue the system of blockadinggmmvlies, he b 
any of the ports of Mexico; and they are also excl a 
' rt 


ded even from the ports not blockaded in possession0 
Mexico; whereas the new system would soon 9 
to our commerce all the ports of Mexico, as (he 
shall fall into our military possession. Neither 0 
own nor foreign merchants are required to sen! af 


On. 
Ihave th 
bedient ser: 





goods to Mexico, and, if they do so voluntarily, To the Px 
will be because they can make a profit upon the aga 

portation there, and therefore they will have no rif! From the 
to complain of the duties levied in the por's' ar. 
Mexico, upon the consumers of these goods, !" r a3 
people of Mexico. The whole money collect a se 
would inure to the benefit of our own goveramél = Being 
and people, to sustain the war, and to prevent, amy 0 
that extent, new loans and increased taxation. Inge PhOper, in 











Iright, to ¢ 
d upon the 
Ces as now 
bof our Ja 
‘the same 
ying the e: 
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decd, in view of the fact that the governmed! 
thrown upon the ordinary revenues for peace, ¥" 
no other additional resources but loans to cal]! 
the war, the income to be derived from the new § 
tem, which, it is believed, will be large, if the 
suggestions are adopted, would be highly imports 
to sustain the credit of the government, to pre! 






































































































the embarrassment of the treasury, and to save! “adn na 
country from such ruinous sacrifices as occu” torpeats 
during the last year, including the inevitable lect tion -_ 
to posterity of a large debt and onerous taxalio® : ry th 
The new system would not only arrest the exp nilit, evies 
sive transfer and ruinous drain of specie to Mexi¢ ary a 
but would cause it in duties, and in returo for , reweng t 
exports, to reflow into our own cow: try toan am | \ rrtacg 

perhaps, soon exceeding the nine mitiuons ul 8" Tansmit 
which it had reached im 1835, even under he HMM Guidance, | 
trictive laws of Mexico, thus relieving oUF © me lo the ¢ 
people from a grievous tax, and imposing !! ~ lostru 
it should fall, upon our enemies, the people © r ~ tariff, 
ico, as a contribution levied upon them to on 4? & Seal 
peace, as well as to defray the expenses of the lobe Jey 






Wered ports 


whereas, by admitting our exports freely without? 4 
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ty into the Mexican ports, which we may r 
from time to time, and affording those goods, 
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; ecessaries of life, at less than one-half the 
yer ptr they had heretofere paid for them, the 
rr hight in time become a benefit, instead of a 
Norden tothe people of Mexico,and they would 
herefore be unwilling to terminate the contest. lt 
: hoped also that Mexico, after a peace, will never 
ew her present prohibitory and protective system, 
ro nearly resembiing that of ancient China or Japan, 
but that, liberalized, enlightened, and regenerated by 
the contact and intercourse with our people, and 
those of other civilized nations, she will continue 
the far more moderate system of duties resembling 


In the mean time, it is not just that Mexico, by 
her obstinate persistance in this contest, should 
compel us to overthrow our own financial policy, 
and arrest this great nation in her high and prosper- 
ous career. To reimpose high duties would be alike 
injurious to ourselves and to all neutral powers, 
and, unless demanded by a stern necessity, ungen- 
erous to those enlightened nations which have adop- 
ted, contemporaneously with us, a more liberal 
commercial policy. The system you now propose, 
of imposing the burden as far as practicable upon 
our enemies the peopleof Mexico, and not upon our- 
selves or upon friendly nations, appears to be most 
just in itself, and is further recommended as the on- 
ly policy which is likely to hasten the conclusion of 
a just and honorable peace. 

A tonnage duty on all vessels, whether our own 
orneutral powers, of one dollar per ton, which is 
greatly less than that imposed by Mexico, is recom- 
mended in lieu of all port duties and charges. Ap-— 

nded to these regulations are tables of the rates 
at which foreign money is fixed by law, as also a 
separate table of currencies by usage, in whicha 
certificate of value is required to be attached to the 
invoice. There is also annexed a table of foreign 
weights and measures reduced tothe standard of 
the United States, together with blank forms, to fa- 
cililale the transaction of business. 

It is recommended that the duties herein sugges— 
ishall be collected exclusively in gold or silver 
gin. These duties can only be collected asa mili- 
lary contribution through the agency of our brave 
slicers of the army and navy, who will, no doubt, 
heerfully and faithfully collect and keep these 
moneys, and account for them, not to the treasury, 
put to the secretaries of war or of the navy respec- 
ively. Itas recommended that these duties be per— 
ormed by the commandant of the post, whether na- 
alor military, aided by the paymaster or purser, or 
iher officer, the accounts of each being counter— 
igned by the other as a check upon mistakes or er- 
or, in the same manner as is now the case with the 
lector or naval officer of our several principal 
ris, which has introduced so much order and ac- 
Uracy into oursystem. It is suggested that, as in 
me cases the attention of the commandant of the 
st might be necessary for the performance of other 
uties, he be permitted to substitute some other offi- 
t,making known the fact to the secretaries of 
war or of the navy, and subject to their direc~ 
on. 
[have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
edient servant, R. J. WALKER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
To the PresipEnt. 


From the ** Union,” of Saturday night, April 3. 
INTRIBUTIONS THROUGH MEXICAN PORTS. 


To the secretary of the treasury— 
Sin: Being charged by the constitution with the 
siecution of the existing war with Mexieo, | deem 
proper, in the exercise of an undoubted belliger- 
‘right, to order that military contributions be le- 
dupon the enemy, in such of their ports or other 
tes as now are, or may be hereafier, in the posses- 
lof our land and naval forces by conquest; and 
‘the same be collected and applied towards de- 
ying the expenses of the war. As one means of 
cling this object, the blockade at such conquered 
will be raised, and they will be opened to our 
‘commerce and that of all neutral nations, in ar- 
‘het contraband of war, during our military oc- 
pation of them; and duties on tonnage and imports 
be levied and collected through the agency of 
wilitary and naval officers ia command al such 


» acting under orders from the war and navy 
ariments, 


ansmit to you herewith, for your information 
guidance, a copy of a communication addressed 
me to the secretary of the treasury on the 23d 
Mt, instructing him to examine the exisiing 
Rican tariff, and to report to me, for my consid- 
ON, a scale of duties which he would recom- 
“ tobe jevied on tonnage and imports in such 
Wered ports, together with such regulations as 
Would propose as necessary and proper, in order 


the report of the secretary of the treasury, made on 
the 30th instant, in answer to my communication to 
him. The scale of duties, and the regulations for 
their collection as ‘ilitary contributions exacted 
from the enemy, recommended by the secretary of 
the treasury in this report, have been approved by 
me. 

You will, after consulting with the secretary of 
war, so as to secure concert of action between the 
war and navy departments, issue the necessary or- 
ders to carry the measure proposed into immediate 
effect. JAMES K. POLK. 

Washington, March 31, 1847. 


Navy department, April 3, 1847. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your communication of the 31st March ultimo, 
with the papers which accompanied it, and respect- 
fully inform you that, after cousultation with the se- 
cretary of war, | have addressed to the officers com- 
manding the naval forces of the United States in the 
Pacific ovean and in the Gulf of Mexico, respective- 
ly, letters of instruction conforming to your direc- 
tions, of which I herewith enclose a copy. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, J. Y. MASON. 

To the Presipenr. 


Navy dapartment, April 3, 1847. 

Sir: On the receipt of the intelligence of the mili- 
tary conquest and occupation of California by the 
forces of the United States, Commodore Stockton, in 
command on that station, was instructed, by orders 
from this department under date of the 5th of No 
vember last, to admit the commerce of our own citi- 
zens and of neutrals, exeluding contraband, into sueh 
ports and places as were in actual military occupa 


limits prescribed by the tariff laws of the United 
States. After the oecupation of Matamoros, and 
subsequently of Tampico, instructious were given in 
regard to the import and export trade of those places. 
By those instructions, the import trade was confined 
to cargoes in American bottoms, which had paid du- 
ties in a custom house of the United States, ana 
which, without drawback, were cleared or tranship- | 
ped to one of the ports so occupied by our forces.— 
Mexico still obstinately refuses to negotiate for the 
restoration of peace. ‘The president has determined | 
to place the trade of all such ports and places of the | 
enemy, in the Pacitic ocean and the Gulf of Mexico, | 
as are or may be in our actual military occupation, | 
on a footing more favorable to neutral commerce | 
and better calculated to secure a contribution to be 
used in carrying on the war, and in relief of our own | 
treasury. ‘The eonsiderations which have induced 
the president to direct this order, in the exercise of 
a belligerent right, are fully stated in the papers, co- | 
pies of which are herewith enclosed. He has avail- 
ed himself of the commercial knowledge and practi- 
cal acquaintance with the subject of trade of the se- | 
cretary of the treasury, and the officers attached to 
the treasury department, for the details of his orders 
through the war and navy departments, for military | 
duty under an acknowledged right of war. As the 
commander in chief of the-army and navy, he has 
approved the schedule, and makes it obligatory on | 
you in carrying bis orders into effect. They derive | 
no authority from the treasury department, which | 
has no control over the subject, but having been ex- 
amined and adopted by the president, he has deter. 
mined to cause them to be carried into effect by the 
officers of the army and navy, in the occupation of | 
such portion of the enemy’s territory. ‘Thus adopt- 
ed and made public, our own citizens and neutrals 
have full notice of the terms on which their trade 
willbe admitted, and our officers furnished with a 
safe guard to protect them against the consequences 
of a want of practical knowledge and the confusion 
incident to a want of uniformity and system. 

In conformity to his directivns, I now instruct you 
lo cause the system to be carried into cffect, with a 
due observance of the schedule of articles to be ad- 
mitted, of the rates of duty prescribed, and of the 
regulations prepared at the treasury department, 
which have received the president's approval. {n 
regard io the regulations, | deem it necessary only 
to add to this general reference, tiat you will give 
to the thirteenth a jiberal interpretation. ‘The policy 
of the whole system is to oblain contribution from 
the people of Mexico, by the imposition of an indi- 
rect exuction from them; and it is desired that our 
own brave officers, soldiers, sailors, and marines sha)l 
bear no partof this burden. ‘The article has been 
carefully prepared to protect these meritorious men 
from any increase of price by reason of the duty; 
and you will, in its execution, so eonstrue it as to 
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accomplish this resul!, without giving to the suttler 


to carry this policy into effect; and also a copy of 


lion, on the payment of moderate duties, within the | 


ied to 
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—— = 








~ncoutnrcnnetidiion, 


the actual beneft of drawback on articles not sold to 
our own officers and men for their use. 

Where a port or place is in our possession, and is 
garrisoned by a land foree, the commanding officer 
of which is not below the rank of colonel, the duty 
of collecting and accounting for the duties will be 
performed under his authority and direction, the na- 
val force present affording all the aid in its power to 
enforce the collection of the duties. At all other 
ports where a naval force is present, the duty will 
be performed by the senior naval officer present, un- 
der your direction; but if, in your operations against 
the enemy, or by stress of weather or other accident, 
the nava! furee is withdrawn, the performance of 
this duty will devolve on the highest army officer on 
duty, whatever may be his rank. When you have 
reason to believe that the public service will be best 
subserved by such a course at any particular port 
where, under these instructions, the naval officer 
present would be authorized to act, you will, by or- 
ders to such naval officer, direct that he shall leave 
the performance of the duty in the hands of the army 
officer in command of such port or place. 

You will use the most diligent care to see that the 
moneys collected by officers under your command 
are accounted for and paid over at short intervals, 
according to the regulations, for public use, to the 
pursers or a disbursing officer of the arwy, where it 
may best promote the public interest by paying over 
to one or the other. You will require that the re- 
ceipts of the officer to whom such payment shall be 
made are properly attested aa vouchers. You will 
cause separate weekly accounts, in detail, to be re- 
turned to you, showing the receipts, from whom, and 
for what, and the payments of money by the officers 
under your command respectively charged with the 
collection of duties, and transmit to tuis department, 
after your approval, such accounts, with a general 
| statement, at least once a month. 
| The disbursing officers to whom the moneys col- 
lected may be paid will be required to settle separate 
accounts, and be held to a strict accouatability for 
ihe same. ‘The money so collected and paid over 

will be subject to disbursement on public account 
for the army and navy, in the prosecution of the war, 
under the direction of the officer of the army or 
navy under whose orders the disbursing officer may 
be acling. 

It is possible that, in the practical execution of 
these orders, notwithstanding the care with which 
they have been prepared, you may find that modifi- 
cations may be judicious in attaining the great ob- 
jects in view; if so, you will suggest them for consi- 

The president directs me to impress on you, and 
the officers under your command, his carnest desire 
that the duties now imposed shall be performed by 
the officers of the arimy and avy in a spirit of cor- 
dial co-operation and good will, that all collision 
inay be avoided, and that the uimost care be obsery- 
prevent confusion in the accounts. 

It is obviously a necessary means of giving full 
eHect to this system, that the ports of the evemy 
through which supplies may enter for their concep- 
tion, must, as far as practicable, be seized and held 
by us. After the anticipated success of the joint at- 
tack on Vera Cruz, it is expected thal you will em- 
ploy the forces under your command in accomplish- 
ing the objects. 

You will rigorously blockads such ports as you 
may not deem it best to capture aud hoid; that, ex- 
cluded frot them, lawful fureign commerce seeking 





| ingress into Mexico may readily find admission 


through those ports held by us on the moderate and 
reasonable conditions imposed. 
deration to this department. 


Thus by holding those which can be most advan- 
tageously occupied, and blockading the other ports 
on the Mexican coast, the whole commerce for the 
supply of Mexico must pass through our lines and 
pay to us the contributions which it is the purpose 
vi the president to exact from the euemy, who be- 
come the purchasers for consumption, and with the 
comparatively moderate duties now proposed to be 
collected, while we hold possession, no neutral, with 
a lawful cargo, will probably hesitate between vo- 
luntarily paying them and incurring the risk atten- 


dant on an attempt to break the biockade. 


lt is confidently hoped that the execution of these 


oiders, promising beneficent results to commerce, 
and exacting Irom the enemy a portion of the means 
necessary to maiutain the war, will uot be without 
its influence in impressiog on them tnat the true 
interests of Mexicu wili be promoted by a speedy 
and hunorable peace. 


l am, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
Roney tu '" J. ¥. MASON, ’ 
To the officer commanding the U. 8. naval forces 


in tue Gulf of Mexico. 


[lhe secretary of war’s instructions are substan- 


tiaily the sume gs those of the secretary of the navy.] 
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4 CHRONICLES 


THE ARMY OF INVASION. 

Intelligence from the army and squadron near 
Vera Cruz, to the 19th March, received at New 
Orleans by the ship Oswego, and the barque Monte- 
zuma, both of which left Anton Lizardo on the 20th, 
we find in the New Orleans papers of the 31st. 

The U.S. steamer Mississippi, was seen on the 
20th, about six miles from Vera Cruz, bound in with 
Commodore Perry on board. 

On the 17th Commodore Conner fired a salute in 
honor of General ‘Taylor’s victory at Buena Vista. 

There seems to have been a fatality attending the 
transport of horses for Gen. Scott’s army. The ship 
Yazoo, which brought Capt. Ker’s squadron of 122 
horses, struck on a reef near Anton Lizardo, and 
has been completely wrecked. Capt. K. had by hard 
work preserved all the horses but two or three, up 
to the moment the ship ran upon the reef, but the 
water filled the hold and drowned all the noble ani- 
mals but eight or ten. He succeeded in saving his 
men, with their saddles and arms. Cupt. K. feels 
deeply distressed about it, but it could not have been 
helped. 

Capt. Thornton Jost forty horses from his squadron 
on the long and boisterous trip from the Brazos.— 
“Capt. Kearney has not yet landed ani I have not 
yet heard what kind of luck he had with his horses.”’ 
Col. Duncan, lost a number of horses during the 
gale. ‘lhese losses are deeply felt. 

The ship Diadem, which sailed from New Orleans 
with 230 hourses on board, Just all but 27 of them 
before reaching Vera Cruz. The ship Louisville, 
which sailed with over 100 horses, landed barely fifty 
of them at Vera Cruz. Other vessels with horses on 
board, lost more or jess. Col. Duncan Jost several 
of his horses during the gale. 

Three men from the store ship Relief were drown- 
ed in endeavoring to rescue the dragoons. 

Col. Harney landed on the 17th. The corres- 
pondent of the Picayune says—‘'He will be able to 
mount about 300 men—enough to drive off all the 
Mexican cavalry thal are bow prowling about our 
rear, ready to attack us there when the attack is 
made upon the cily. 
learn that.the gallant colonel has a beautiful fight, 
for it is said there are 1,000 collected a few miles 
back of us. 

P. S.—The steamer New Orleans arrived from 





Tampico last evening, with some 200 horses, which 


will in some degree make up for the Joss of dragoons 
and battery horses. Gen. Jesup is on board the 
New Orleans. 


Gen. Scott had landed ten mortars, but had not | 
‘The ship Charles with forty mor- | 


opened his fire. 
lars on board, had not arrived on the 19th instant, 
but was very anxiously expected by Gen. Scott. 
OFFICIAL ~The following despatches were received at 
the war department on the 4:h inst: 
Headquarters of the army, Camp Wash- 
ington, before VeraCruz, March 12th, 1847, 
Sir—The cvuiors vt the United States were triumphant- 
ly planted ashore, in full view of this city and its casile, 
and under the distaut fire of both, in the afternoon of the 
Yihinstant. Brevet Brigadier General Worth’s brigade 
of regulars led the descent, quickly followed by the di- 
vision of United States volunteers under Major General 
Patterson, and Brigadier General ‘I wigg’ss reserve brig- 
ade of regulars. ‘Ihe three lines successively landed in 


sixty seven surf boats, each boat conducted by & naval | 


officer, and rowed by sailors from Commodore Couner’s 
squavrun—whose liguter vesse!s flanked the boats so as 
tu be ready to protect the operation by their cross hre.— 
The whole army reached the shore in fine style, and with- 
out direct uppusilion, (on the beach) accident, or loss, 
driving the enemy fruin the ground to be occupied. 

‘The line of investment, according to Genera! Orders, 
No. 47, was partially taken up the same night; but has 
only been completed to-day—owing tu the most extra- 
ordinary difficulties. 1. The environs of ihe city, out- 
side of the fire of its guns and those of the castle, are 
broken into mnumeruble bills of loose sand, from twenty 
to two hundred and fifty feet in height, with almost im- 
passable forests of chaparral between; and 2. Of all 
our means cf land transportation—wagons, carts, pack 
saddles, horses and mules, expected to join us from 
‘Fampico aud the Brazus, weeks ago—but filteen carts 
and about one hundred draught horses, have yet arrived. 
Three handred pack-mules are greatly needed to relieve 
the troops in taking subsistence, alone, along the line of 
investment of more than five miles, as, 8t present, our 
only depot is south of the city. On the cesssatiun of the 
present raging norther, Which almost stifles the troops 
with sand—sweeping away hiils and creating new, | 
hope to establish a second depot north of the city, which 
will partially reheve the left wing of the army. 

In extending the line of investment around the city, 
the troops, tor three days, have perfurmed the heaviest 
labors in getting over the hills and cutting through the 
intervening forests—all under the distant fire of the city 
and castle—and in the midst of many sharp skirmishes 
with the eneiny. In these operations we have lost in 
killed and wounded severe! valuable, officers and men.-— 


I should not be surprised to | 


Among the killed, I have to report Brevet Capt. Albur- 
tis, of the U. S. 2d infantry, much distinguished in the 
Florida war, and a most excellentofficer. He fell on the 
Ilth inst.; and Lieut. Col. Dickenson, of the South Car- 
olina regiment, was badly wounded, in a skirmish the 
day before. ‘Two privates have been killed in these oper- 
ations, and four or five wounded. As yet, I have not 
been able to obtain their names. 

As soon as the subsistence of the troops can be assur- 
ed, and their positions are well established, I shall, by an 
organised movement, cause each brigade of regulars and 
volunteers to send detachments, with supports, to clear 
its front, including sub-bourgs, of the enemy’s parties, 
so asto oblige them to confine themselves within the 
walls of the city. 

_T have heretofore reported that but two-sevenths of the 
siege train and ammunition had reached me. The re- 
mainder is yet unheard of. We shall commence lan- 
| ding the heavy metal as soon as the storm subsides, and 
hone that the five-sevenths may be up in time.- 


der, but for the tear that if occupied by us, it would im- 
mediately be fired upon by the castle. [am not altogeth- 
er without hope of finding the means of coming to some 
compromise with the city on this subject. 

So far, the principal skirmishing has fallen to the 
lot of Brigadier Generals Pillow’s and Quitman’s 
brigades. Both old and new volunteer regiments 
have conducted themselves admirably. Indeed the 
whole army is full of zeal and cannot fail to ac- 
| quire distinction in the impending operations. 

To Commodore Conner, the officers and sailors of 
his squadron, the army is indebted for great and un- 
ceasing assistance, promptly and cheerfully render- 
ed. Their co-operation is the constant theme of our 
gratitude and admiration. A handsome detachment 
{of marines, under Captain Edson, of that corps, 
‘landed with the first line, and is doing duty with the 
army. 

March 13.—The enemy, at intervals, continues the 
fire of heavy ordnance, from the city and castle, 
upon our line of investment, both by day and night, 
but with Jittle or no effect. 

The norther has ceased, which has renewed our 
| communication with the storeships at anchor under 
'Sacrificios. We shall immediately commence land- 
ing the few pieces of heavy ordance, with ordnance 
stores, at hand, and hope soon to have the necessary 








‘draught mules to take them to their positions. Any 
| further delay in the arrival of those means of trans- 
portation will be severely felt in our operations. 
I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, 
your most obedient servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTPT. 
Hon. Wm. L. Marcy, secretary «(f war. 








HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMy, 
Camp Washington, b: fore Vera Cruz, 
March 14th, 1847. 

Sir: I had scarcely despatched my report of the 
| 12th instant, with the postscript of yesterday, to go 
‘to New Orleans by the revenue cutter Ewing, before 
the norther, which had intermitted some hours, be- 
gan to blow again with increased violence. We 
/ are, of course, again cut off from all communication 
, with Commodore Conner’s squadron and our fleet 
of vessels anchored under the Island of Sacrificios.— 
Supposing the Ewing to be detained by the storm, 
I add some particulars in the hope of getting on 
board this report, togo with the one just mentioned. 

The enemy continues the fire of his heavy guns 
upon our line of investment, but only from time to 
lime and without effect, so far as has yet been re- 
ported. Atthis moment our attacking parties, by 
brigades, as ordered yesterday, (see general orders 
No. 53,) are engaged in driving in the enemy’s posts 
_and skirmishers, so as to clear (the space beiween 
us and the city, and to enable our reconnvitring offi 
cers to note well the intervening ground. This ope- 








ration may net be completed belore to-morrow mor- | 


ning, or at least | may vot learn the result at an ear- 
lier hour. 

Another vessel is off, loaded with ordnance and 
ordnance stores, which nay give us about half the 
amount of each required. 

No wagons and teams of the many hundreds which 


confidently hoped that the present norther will 
bring us as many as our immediate necessilies re- 
quire. 

I could not postpone the descent, successfully 
made on the 9th instant, for the half of the surt- 
boats, Brigadier General Shield’s brigade, (old vo- 
lunteers from Tampico,) or the wagons and leams, 
which were then behind. ‘That general landed with 
the army, baving a small part of one of his old re- 
giments, (three companies of the 3d Illinois foot,) 
and the New York regiment of new volunteers. 

‘The regular cavalry, and the Tennessee volunteer 

cavalry, are yet all bebind, the former hourly ex- 





| pected from the Brazos, and the latter from l'am-_ 


lam much crippled in my operations—par- 


| pico. 
by the absence 


} ticularly in distant reconnoitrings, 





Tue city being icvested, would, no doub , early surren- | 


ought to be up, are known to be at hand; but it is) 


of that no sg of the army; the officers’ saddle hor 
ses, including my own, shi : 
also behind, rites ie ie rar aioe = 
I sent in this morning, by flag of truce 
swers, herewith, to the consuls of France 
Spain, residing within Vera Cruz, accom ints 
with printed safeguards for both, as well as for — 
consuls of Great Britain and Prussia, althoy h : 
had not heard from either of the latter two. ldo 
know whether there be any other consul in that ides. 
If anything else of interest should occur before 
sending off this despatch, | will add a Postscript — 
With high respect, I have the the honor is r 
main, your most obedient servant, ~ 
WINFIELD 
Hon. Wo. L. Marcy, Secretary of Wiss é 


at, 


My an. 


[E closed in the above letter.] 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE U S. Army 
Camp Washington, — Vera Cruz, 

: : arch 13th, Is 
The undersigned, Major General Scott, aes, 
chief of the armies of the United States, has had the 
honor to receive the note, dated 10th instant. of oo 
D. Afilass G. de Escalante, consul of Spain reaidine 
in the city of Vera Cruz, asking that the said army. ; 
its operations against the said city, may respect thi fer 
sons uf Spanish subjects and their property within Fo 

fame. 

_ The undersigned has great pleasure in recognising the 
inumate rela'ions of amity which happily subsist between 
his government and that of Spain, and the consequent 
obligations imposed on the public forces of the former 
in the.r operaions against the said city, to respect, as 
far as may be practicable, Spanish subjects and their 
property within the same}; but he begs to say to the evn. 
sul of Spain that, in carrying the city, whether by bom- 
bardment and cannonade or assault, or all—and parti- 
cularly in the night time—it will be exceedingly difficul; 
for the forces of the United States to perceive the consu- 
lar flags, or to discriminate between the persons and the 
property of friends, and the persuns and property of the 
enemy. 

| The undersigned can, therefore, only promise to do all 
that circumstances may possibly permit, to cause such 
| discrimination to be observed; and, ia the mean time, to 
'show his anxiety to carry out that friendly purpose, he 
| sends to her Spanish majesty’s consul, residing iu Vera 
| Cruz, a printed safeguard, under his (Major General 
| Scot’s) sign manual, to protect, as far as practicable, 
| the house of the Spanish consul, and Spanish subjects 
| and property within the samie—to be shown, if the cily 
| should be earried, to all officers and soldiers of the Unil- 
(ed States forces who may approach the house of the 
|consul: a being well understood that the said safeguard 
jis solely int -nded tu protect Spanish subjects and their 
| property. 

| ‘T‘he undersigned, who has not had the honor to hear 
| directly from the British consul, begs that a jike safe- 
| guard, herewith, for him, may be delivered by the Spa- 
| nish consul. 

| The undersigned offers to the consul of her Majesty, 
| the Queen of Spain, the assurance of the high respect 





and consideration of the undersigned. 
ite a WINFIELD SCOTT. 

| To the Consul of Spain at Vera Cruz, Senor D. Afilass 

de Escalante. 

Nore.—A similar letter was addressed to Mon. A. 
| Gluux, French consul, with a request that he would de- 
liver to the Prussian consul the safeguard therewith et- 
closed for the latter. 

“Whosoever belonging to the armies of the United States 
einployed in foreign parts, shall force a safeguard, 
shall suffer death.”—(55.h article of war.) 

SAFEGUARD. 
By authority of Major General Scott, general-in-chief 
of the armies of the United States—The perso, the 
family, and the property of the French Consul, residing 
in Vera Cruz, his house and its contents are place 
under the safegoard of the army of the United States. 

To offer any violence or injury to them is express! 

forbidden; on the contrary, it is ordered that salely a0 

protection be given to him and them in case of need. 

Done at the headquarters of the army of the Unite 

| States, this 13th day of March, 1847. een 

WINFIELD SCOT?. 

By command of Major General Scott, : 

H. L. SCOTT, A. A.A © 

Evections—Connecticur.—On the 5th instant, a whig 
/Governor Lieut. Governor, and other officers of Staley 
were elected by something over a thousand majority 
| over all others—and about 3000 majorily over the ane 
istration ticket. ‘I'he whigs have elected 13 of the 
senators, and so far as heard from, the house cvnsists ° 
106 whigs to 75 administration. Last year the senate 
house each had majorities for the administratio’ - 
the Governor and officers of state were of the same ek 

For Congress.—James Dixon, 8. D. 1:1 3848) «| 
Roc™we Lt, and Trueman Smitu, whigs, are ail elel® 

Ruope Istanp.—On the 7th inst. Exisoa Hanns © 
whig ‘law and order’ candidate was elected Goverie". 
the state, over all the other candidates. ‘The probabui™® 
from returns received are that both branches of We 
gislature will be whig. R. B. Cranston, whig, ise - 
ted to congress frum the eastern district. 1a We . 
‘ern district the voles stand fer W. Updike, no 
whig Jaw and order, 1694; ‘Thornton, adm. 1603; ee 
(whig, 406; Hall, abolition, 186; scattering 14; "°° “ 
On second trial, a plurality elec ts. 
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